CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, November 1, 2016
Members present:  Treanor, Christian, Etherington, Maslakow and Hollerich.  
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Eric Haefner-Bolton & Menk, Harvard Jaeck, Don Rice
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 10-18-16
B. Bills totaling $600,214.51
C. Staff written reports

Quarterly Meeting Update:  Chief Honsey

Police Chief Honsey reported on the following:

· 2016 Equipment-not replacing computer and printer at this time
· Not requesting body cameras at this time

· Public nuisances

· DARE update

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Public Hearing – Zoning changes to R2-Low Density Residential District

Mayor Hollerich closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:06 p.m.  He explained that a couple of workshops were held to review the changes to the zoning ordinance.  Most of the ordinance changes were to setbacks.  One letter was received from a citizen who expressed concern about a corner lot setback.  While Mayor Hollerich appreciated the feedback, the change made to setbacks does allow building on smaller lots where building would otherwise not be possible.  A few changes were made to the ordinance during the workshop proceeding the council meeting.  Mayor Hollerich closed the public hearing and re-opened the council meeting at 7:10.  
Presentation – Dan Sarff –Bolton & Menk

Engineer Sarff presented the preliminary engineering report for the proposed street project on Troendle Street SW, 100 block of First Ave SW, Charlotte Court, Calm Court, Cactus Court and the municipal parking lot and alley.  This project will include replacing water main, sanitary sewer, storm sewer and bituminous surface.  The estimated cost of the project is $1,539,000.  Councilor Etherington asked if anyone in the project area have complained about failing water and sewer lines.  Engineer Sarff replied that these are some of the oldest utilities in town and staff has identified them as needing replacement.  Councilor Etherington asked about the assessments for the United Church and Mapleton Community Home.  Mayor Hollerich explained there is currently an assessment cap of $14,000 per property.  Engineer Sarff noted that the council may revisit the maximum assessment and increase it due to construction cost index or a cost of living increase.  Councilor Treanor questioned the water main.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there have been several water main breaks on Troendle St SW.  Engineer Sarff also noted that the United Church has had sanitary sewer issues due to the shallow sanitary sewer.  Eric Haefner noted that the water service lines for the houses along First Ave SW are quite long.  Water pressure and flow should increase with shorter service lines.  Administrator Woodruff also noted that there are issues with the sewer on Calm Court and First Ave SW.  Engineer Sarff noted that there are some houses connected to each other to get to the main.  During this project each property will be supplied a stub off of the main in which property owners will have the ability to connect into.  Mayor Hollerich thanked Engineer Sarff for the information.  
Unfinished Business

1.  Approve amendments to the R-2 Residential District Zoning Ordinance

A couple of changes were made and noted during the workshop.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to approve the amendments to the R-2 Residential District Zoning Ordinance.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
2. Approve summary to print for the Residential District changes

Administrator Woodruff explained the ordinance summary for publication is so the whole ordinance doesn’t have to be printed in newspaper.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the ordinance summary for publication of Chapter 1404.1 – 1404.04, Chapter 1409.04-1409.05, Chapter 1409.13-1409.14, and Chapter 1416.01.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Resolution 55-11-16 receiving Report and Calling for Hearing 
Mayor Hollerich noted this is for the project that Engineer Sarff explained.  Engineer Sarff would like to set up a public meeting before Thanksgiving.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 54-11-16 receiving report and calling hearing on improvement ordering the preparation of a report on an improvement for Troendle St SW, First Ave SW, Charlotte Court, Cactus Court, Calm Court and the city parking lot with alley.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.       
B. City lot 1st Ave SW - offer
Mayor Hollerich explained that the city received another offer on the city lot located at 409 First Ave SW.  He asked if the council wished to accept this offer, advertise for bids again or wait until a later date to sell the property.  Councilor Treanor felt it would be good to get the property back on the tax roll.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city will have to pay taxes on the lot next year if the property is not sold before the end of the year.  Mayor Hollerich asked what the buyers plan to do with the property.  Administrator Woodruff replied that they will fix the garage and use it for storage and plant some trees on the lot.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to approve the sale of 409 First Ave SW.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C.  Resolution 56-11-16 Radar Equipment
Police Chief Honsey explained that the radar was purchased thirteen years ago with a grant.  The radar is past its useful life expectancy of ten years.  The cables are cracked, the labels are worn off the remote and it operates differently than the other radar, making it more difficult for the newer officers to operate.  It will be paid for partly out of K9 funds as some money was received from a vehicle forfeiture. Councilor Etherington noted that the police generally don’t ask for equipment that they don’t need.  Mayor Hollerich felt this was a good use of forfeiture funds and the money won’t have to come out of capital outlay.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 56-11-16 purchasing new radar equipment for police department.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

Councilor Etherington asked about the status of the house on Fourth Ave SE.  Administrator Woodruff is sending another letter.  If the property owner chooses, they can come to the first meeting in December to state their case.  The junk ordinance violations are a very long process.  Police Chief Honsey noted that pictures taken of the property show the problem has gotten progressively worse every year since 2013.  Police Chief Honsey also stated that they have been cited with many ordinance violations.  

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:57 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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