CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday January 20, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Kelly -Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff- Bolton & Menk, Chris Larson- I & S Engineers

The council held a special assessment workshop regarding the Highway 30 project at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Engineer Sarff reviewed with the council the current assessment policy and the assessments from the 2006 project.  He explained three options for the Highway 30 assessments.  Option one was based on the current assessment policy, option two was using the utility assessments from the 2006 project and adding five percent for inflation and option three was the same as option 2 plus some street assessment.  Engineer Sarff talked about challenges to the assessments.  Administrator Woodruff asked if assessing for the street would hurt the city if it was challenged in court.  It was Engineer Sarff opinion that the higher the assessment, the more it would hurt.  There was a discussion about the time frame to appeal assessments.  Councilor Schultz asked about the number of years on the assessments.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the last two projects have been for fifteen years.  Councilors Donovan and Schultz felt the council should stick with the current assessment policy.  Both felt that assessment policy changes should happen when there isn’t a street project being discussed.  It was the general consensus of the council to do option one.  

Engineer Sarff handed out a draft of the Capital Improvement Plan that they had been working on.  They have terminated work on the plan due to the city’s budget cuts.  

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 1/6/09 and 1/7/09

B)  Bills

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Pat Duncanson and Mike Drummer were not able to attend this meeting.  Chris Larson of I & S Engineers was the representative for St. Andrew’s Court.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Chris Larson – I & S - St. Andrew’s Court

Chris Larson represented Pat Duncanson and Mike Drummer at the meeting.  They are requesting that the city take over St. Andrew’s Court.  They also requested that the city construct the final lift and assess the twelve properties.  Habitat for Humanity is interested in some of the lots and they require that the street is owned by the city.  Administrator Woodruff asked about Maple Street.  Mr. Larson stated that the assessment was covered in the cost of the property so they would pay for those assessments also.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there is more work to do on the street than just putting on the lift.  Mr. Larson did not know the status of the punch list.  Councilor Etherington asked why the city should get involved with this.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Habitat would not build a house unless it is a public street.  Councilor Donovan clarified that the city would pay or bond for the repairs and then assess the cost.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city does not have the money to pay for the repairs at this time.  Mayor Swanson noted that the punch list needs updating.  Councilor Schultz stated that Habitat need to know that the street belongs to the city, they don’t need to have the wearing course put on at this time.  Mr. Larson stated that Mr. Duncanson is requesting the city help finance the final lift.  Councilor Etherington would like to see a Habitat house; however, he did not think that the city should get involved with the project.  Councilor Christian agreed and stated that there are other settling issues with the street and curb.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she had written a letter to Mr. Duncanson in October about the street.  She did not hear from him until Habitat wanted to purchase a lot.  Mayor Swanson would like to see the street fixed, but didn’t think that the city should have to pay for it.  Councilor Donovan asked Engineer Sarff how much he felt it would cost to fix the road.  Engineer Sarff noted that it has been a long time since he has looked at the street, but he estimated that it shouldn’t cost more than $30,000 to fix it.  He also stated that it is difficult to come up with a punch list when it is covered in snow.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to deny the request for the city to take over St. Andrew’s Court.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A. Gartner – counter offer (letters from attorney)

Administrator Woodruff stated that the appraisal for the Leonard Gartner property came back at $17,900.  Mr. Gartner countered with $35,000.  The city will pay 75% of the pond costs.  The city attorney recommended the city offer $22,900.  MNDOT is comfortable with this amount.  Councilor Schultz noted that there would be additional attorney fees if the city went through with eminent domain.  It was the general consensus of the council to make a counter offer of $22,900.

New Business

A. Boening Brother’s renting land

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information in the council packet.  Gary Boening had requested that he be able to rent the city’s property south of the state shop.  Councilor Schultz suggested a rental agreement with a date specified for the material to be gone.  The council was willing to consider a purchase agreement in the future.  It was the general consensus of the council to rent the land for an amount that is fair to both parties.  

B. Ditch meeting on January 29th at Fire Station   

Administrator Woodruff stated that there would be another meeting on January 29, 2009 to work out some issues.  They requested a representative from the city attend the meeting.  Councilor Christian volunteered to attend.  Mayor Swanson will also try to attend the meeting.  Administrator Woodruff will post it in case other councilors would like to attend the meeting.

Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson reminded everyone of the flag presentation at the basketball game on January 27th.

· Administrator Woodruff asked if staff would be able to attend conferences this year.  Depending on credits, staff may be able to skip a year without loosing their certifications.  It was the general consensus to wait until the governor presents his budget recommendations.  

· Administrator Woodruff stated that the furnace at the liquor store was not working but has since been fixed.  

· Councilor Donovan asked about a public works employee.  

· Councilor Donovan asked about the status of the dump truck.  

· Councilor Donovan would like to see some corners pushed back due to the height of the snow.  Administrator Woodruff noted that MNDOT would be removing snow tomorrow.  Administrator Woodruff also stated that the public works employees have been busy plowing a lot of snow.  They haven’t gotten around to cleaning out the fire hydrants yet.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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