CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 4, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson. 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk, Tom Olinger – Abdo Eick & Meyers, Sarah Nihart – Maple River Messenger, Fire Chief Samuelson, Scott Birr, Larry Caron, 5 Maple River students.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned a bill.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 3/21/06 & Workshop 3/29/06

B)  Bills

C) Preliminary Bid Tabulation

D) Mapleview Additional advertisement

E) Assessment Notice

F) JobZ Application time line

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater/Street report

D) Police report

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 26-04-06 and Resolution 27-04-06 were added to Engineer Coudron’s presentation.

New Business item D, Rolin Sinn email, was moved to discuss with Engineer Coudron.

Resolution 31-04-06 and 32-04-06 were added to New Business item F.

Recycling cost for apartment complex was added as New Business item H.

Mn/DOT and City Shop was added as New Business item I.

Misc. was moved to New Business item J.  

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations

Mike Samuelson – Information on SCBA equipment

Scott Birr showed the council and gave a demonstration of the universal fitting for the SCBA tanks.  He also talked about other pieces that they would like to purchase.  There was a discussion about possible grants to purchase the rest of the equipment.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 20-03-06 approving purchase of fittings for the fire department air packs.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.

Tom Olinger – 2005 Audit Report & Resolution 25-04-06 Accepting Audit

Tom Olinger from Abdo, Eick and Meyers presented the 2005 audit report.  He reviewed with the council the Management’s Discussion and Analysis, financial statements and management letter.  He noted that the liquor store profits are up.  Mr. Olinger also noted that the water, sewer and refuse funds were in good shape.  He suggested designating more of the general fund unreserved fund balance.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 25-04-06 accepting audit report.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Glen Coudron – Bolton and Menk-discussion on street project

Engineer Coudron explained the bid results.  He recalculated the assessment roll with the bid prices.  Engineer Coudron asked the council how much of the pond costs the city was going to pay for and how much would be assessed to Larry Caron.  Based on the area draining into the proposed detention pond, Larry Caron’s property would contribute 70% of the water in the proposed pond.  Councilor Johnson asked how much Larry Caron would charge for his lots.  Mr. Caron stated that it would depend on the assessments.  Mr. Caron requested that Garfield west of Third Ave SW not be put in because he has not yet determined how he would like to plot out those lots.  Engineer Coudron expressed concern about how that area would be serviced with water and sewer.  Mr. Caron talked about putting in a road halfway between Garfield and Borchart.  There was discussion about how the plans would need to be changed for this new road idea.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to leave the plans as drawn regarding Garfield and to do a 50/50 split on the storm pond costs and piping.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Engineer Coudron asked the council if they wanted to assess a flat rate or a per foot rate for sanitary sewer work behind the right of way.  Administrator Woodruff stated that since the assessment hearing is taking place before the project begins, the engineer is estimating how much it would actually cost to replace individual service lines.  After a considerable amount of discussion, Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to assess the sewer service line on a per foot basis with the maximum assessment shown on the public hearing assessment roll.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 26-04-06 declaring cost to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed assessment.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 27-04-06 calling for hearing on proposed assessment.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Rolin Sinn email-pond location

Rolin Sinn requested the city’s opinion on the location of a pond for the storm water from the east end of Highway 30.  Engineer Coudron suggested the same area as was proposed for the Washington project.  Engineer Coudron would like to review data that Mn/DOT has collected to see what would be feasible.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there would be more information at the end of April.  Mr. Sinn wanted the council to be continually talking about the Highway 30 project.  Engineer Coudron felt that it would be beneficial to look at a pond that would serve both Highway 30 and the Washington area.  Engineer Coudron will contact Rolin Sinn to see what field data they have collected.  

Councilor Johnson was still not pleased with the water tower cleaning bids.  She stated that the inside of the tower used to be cleaned and inspected.  She expressed concern that we are not properly taking care of the water tower.  She had called Engineer Coudron for his opinion.  Engineer Coudron stated that the sediment that settles on the bottom of the tank needs to be flushed out.  He talked about putting a valve in the tank so that it didn’t need to be drained.  Councilor Johnson felt that the right questions were not being asked on the bid because it said nothing about checking the tank.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that Water operator Johnson attend the next meeting to discuss this with the council.  Engineer Coudron suggested that the inside of the tank be painted every fifteen to twenty years.  

Mayor Swanson thanked Engineer Coudron and Larry Caron for attending.  

Old Business

A) Resolution 20-3-05 Approving Fire Dept Equipment

Approved earlier in the meeting.

B) Snow Removal on sidewalks-Ordinance No. 302.02

Administrator Woodruff reported that the current ordinance has a twenty-four hour time limit.  She suggested changing September 1st to October 15th for the assessment list.  Councilor Johnson felt that the city should clean all of the sidewalks.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the amendment to Ordinance No. 302.02 extending the time limit to thirty-six hours and changing the assessment date to October 15th.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C) Letter from City of Mankato on HRA Assessments

Administrator Woodruff reported that she had no signed documents and the HRA office had no record of a change to the original agreement.  Administrator Woodruff just wanted the council to be aware that the HRA units on Main Street don’t have to pay the street assessments on the upcoming project. 

D) Resolution 19-3-06 Cleaning Water Tower

Discussed earlier in the agenda.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 19-3-06.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.        

New Business

A. Resolution 23-04-06 Supporting Renewable Energy

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 23-04-06 Supporting Renewable Energy Fuels and encouraging the use of 25% Renewable Fuels for Transportation use by 2025.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Southern MN Initiative Foundation – pledge request

Administrator Woodruff reported that the council pledged $500 in 2005.  Councilors Donovan and Treanor asked if the city is getting its money’s worth.  Administrator Woodruff stated that after they received the donation last year, they asked the city to participate in a grant program.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to pledge $500 to the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 24-04-06 Additional Tree Trimming

Administrator Woodruff reported that the tree trimmers didn’t get south of Grove St on First Ave.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew and Water Operator Johnson felt that the tree trimmers did a very good job.  They would like to finish First Ave to get caught up on the rotation.  Councilor Donovan was not happy with how the tree trimmers cleaned up.  He felt that there were several twigs left in the street.  Councilor Johnson thought that the tree on the corner of First Ave and Highway 30 needed more trimming.  Councilor Donovan asked if the larger logs would be picked up.  Councilor Warner                    moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 24-04-06 approving additional tree trimming.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
D. Rolin Sinn Email-pond location

This item was discussed earlier.

E. Resolution 25-04-06 Seal Coating

Administrator Woodruff stated that both companies have done seal coating for the city in the past.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew recommended using quartzite because it is harder and will last longer.  He has not been happy with the pea rock the past few years.  Councilor Warner was not in favor of the quartzite because it is crushed rock and would be hard on the skin if a kid falls on it.  Councilor Donovan commented that lots of cities are using the quartzite.  Administrator Woodruff stated that in 1980 it was suggested at a council meeting that quartzite is used for seal coating.  Administrator Woodruff said that the streets this year would be a test area because they haven’t been seal coated before.  Councilor Johnson noted that the Pearson bid was for 2,000 more square yards.  Administrator Woodruff did not know why Pearson Brothers bid it that way.  Councilor Donovan asked if there is a way to tell if the quartzite seal coating is holding up better than the pea rock.  Councilor Donovan                                moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 25-04-06 approving seal coating to be done by Caldwell Asphalt for $0.095 per square yard.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.      

F. Police Department retirement update, Resolution 31-04-06 and Resolution 32-04-06

Mayor Swanson stated that Administrator Woodruff, Councilor Donovan and he have been meeting over the past three weeks.  Mayor Swanson felt that this plan was good for both Chief Swartz and the other officers on the department.  He stated that he has great respect for Chief Swartz.  Mayor Swanson regretfully accepted Chief Swartz’s resignation and thanked him for 26 years of good service to Mapleton.  Councilor Johnson looked at this as a positive proposal and questioned the retirement date.  There was discussion as to how the dates would be listed for technical purposes.  Councilor Johnson had clarifications to the severance agreement.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 31-04-06 accepting the retirement and agreement of Richard Swartz.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  For liability reasons, the city wanted an acting police chief.  Councilor Warner asked if the city would hire another full-time officer or a chief.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is not planned to hire a third full-time officer at this time.  Councilor Donovan stated that two part-time officers would be scheduled on a regular basis to cover the hours.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 32-04-06 authorizing temporary job change.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

G. Council and EDA meeting

Mayor Swanson asked the council for their thoughts on how to get an enhanced EDA.  Councilor Warner suggested a nucleus of five to twelve people who are genuinely interested in this.  Councilor Johnson felt that we need someone like Jerry Rollining to jumpstart us and to get a feel for the community’s needs.  Councilor Warner asked if Mr. Rollining could get us going for a year.  There also needs to be local interest.  Councilor Johnson stated that we need individuals who excel in a particular area to come together.  She felt that Mr. Rollining is a good facilitator.  Mayor Swanson felt that the next meeting date should be set and that the same group should meet.  He suggested cost sharing a position with the school board and offering the position to Mr. Rollining for a year.  Councilor Donovan suggested advertising for volunteers to serve on a committee.  Mayor Swanson asked if invitations should be sent to the other towns in the school district.  There was discussion about a promotional booklet.  It was the consensus to hold the next meeting on April 25, 2006.  Administrator Woodruff will send out a notice to everyone.  Administrator Woodruff suggested doing a commercial similar to what Madelia had done in the past.  Councilor Donovan suggested replacing the sign near Daily Park.  There was a discussion about the sign.  

H. Recycling cost for apartment complex

Administrator Woodruff explained the request of the 16-plex apartment complex on Fourth Avenue.  The owner feels that this is a service that his residents do not use.  Mayor Swanson asked how other apartments are billed.  Mayor Swanson thought that Sertoma has picked up recycling at this location in the past.  Councilor Warner stated that they probably don’t accumulate much recycling but that it is difficult to differentiate between those who use the service and those who do not.  It was the consensus of the council that they need to pay the recycling charge.  

I. Mn/DOT and City Shop

Administrator Woodruff stated that Mn/DOT is not interested in sharing shop facilities at this time.  Councilor Warner stated that this pushes the city into a decision on the shop.  He felt it was in everyone’s best interest for the city to abandon the shop.  There was a discussion the parking problem near the school on Highway 30.  The council directed Administrator Woodruff to look into funding for a new shop and to call a facilities committee meeting.

J. Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson commended Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew and Deputy Clerk Olsen for their work on the sewer televising.  

· Mayor Swanson commended Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew for his twenty-nine years of service.

· Mayor Swanson noted the quick response to install the stop signs on Smith Ave.

· Administrator Woodruff reported that she had spoken to Mike Johnson at M&M Insurance about renting equipment from Boening Bros.  Mr. Johnson stated that it is not ok for the city to rent equipment unless a real good agreement is in place ahead of time.  Administrator Woodruff stated that we would be hiring them to do some work.  

· Mayor Swanson had received requests from several people to have Channel 45.  Councilor Donovan stated that U. S. Cable did have Channel 45 for about a week during the basketball tournament.  Administrator Woodruff will call U. S. Cable.  She had contacted Hickory Tech.  They may be interested in providing cable service to Mapleton in 2007.  

· Councilor Donovan asked if Midwest Wireless is still interested in putting up a tower in Mapleton.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:41 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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