  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 6, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, and Swanson.  Absent:  Cox.     

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present: Kari Christnagel 

Adopt Agenda

New business items J and K were added.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson questioned one bill.

Councilor Johnson had more questions about the gambling report clarification.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 6-15-04

B) Bills

C) Resolution 41-6-04 Generator Purchase

D) Notices of violation

E) Gambling Report Clarification

F) James Schultz building

G) Sidewalk letters and list

H) Minkel Yard of the Month letter

I) Insect pest notification

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

7:15 Matt Johnston – request to discontinue noon and 9 p.m. whistles, Survey of other communities.

Administrator Woodruff stated that she had not heard from Matt Johnston since the last meeting.  She had assumed that he would be attending this meeting.  The council reviewed the results of the list serve survey.  Mayor Swanson shared with the council opinions from eleven residents.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to leave the city whistle as is at noon and nine p.m.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

7:25 Kari Christnagel – Storm Drain Stenciling

Kari Christnagel passed out an informational packet about storm drain stenciling and the Maple River Watershed Project.  Volunteers are going to do the Storm Drain Stenciling July 14, 2004.  A group of volunteers are also going to be putting bags with information on everyone’s door in town.  The Maple River Watershed Project will pay for everything.  Ms. Christnagel also discussed Rain Gardens with the council.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to support the storm drain-stenciling project to be done July 14, 2004.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Old Business

A) Recodification – Junk Car Ordinance - questions

Administrator Woodruff explained a situation in town where the resident was sent a nuisance violation letter for a junk car.  They put a car cover over the junk car.  After some discussion, the council decided that a car cover is not considered an enclosed area.  It was the consensus that the car needs to be out of site.  

After some discussion about race/demo derby cars, the consensus of the council was that a car cover would need to be placed over the racecars.  The council would also like the racecars in the back yard and out of main view.  The council determined that the difference between a racecar and a junk car is that the racecar does get run once per week during the racing season.  Councilor Johnson felt a letter should also be sent to Midtown Auto encouraging them to also cover their racecar that sits in their lot.  

B) Recodification-Chapter 1 

Administrator Woodruff presented what she had done to Chapter One.  Councilor Johnson had some technical corrections.  It was the consensus of those present that Chapter One is ok.  There was a short discussion about what is to come in regards to the recodification of the water ordinance.

New Business

a) Resolution 42-07-04 Hiring Bartender 

There was a discussion about the July 3rd Dance.   Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 42-7-04 hiring Laura Whiteis as a part-time bartender.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried.  

b) Resolution 43-7-04 Request Special Session (LGA Cut)  

Administrator Woodruff reported that the city was supposed to get an increase in LGA this year.  Due to a technical correction that the Legislature failed to enact, the city’s LGA will be reduced by $20,214.  There was a discussion about the Legislature.  The resolution will be sent to Julie Rosin, Tony Cornish and Governor Pawlenty.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 43-7-04 asking the Legislature to participate in a special session to correct the LGA formula.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried.  

c) Property Stakes 

The council discussed the survey of other cities.  Administrator Woodruff requested that the council clarify if the city is going to locate property stakes or not.  Currently some people are told that the city does not locate property stakes and for other people the stakes are located.  Administrator Woodruff spoke to a League of Minnesota Cities attorney who advised her that the city must be consistent.  Mayor Swanson expressed concern about how many man-hours the public works department would spend locating the stakes.  Councilor Johnson noted that the whole SE section of town would be difficult to locate since the property descriptions at the court house are wrong.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern that this would be a large liability.  Councilor Warner noted that a surveyor is expensive and wondered how the city could enforce zoning setbacks if the property lines are not located.  Councilor Warner felt that if there was a property line dispute, the city shouldn’t get involved.  However if the property owner just wanted to know where the property lines were, the city should locate them.  The council discussed possibly setting the fee for this service at $100.  There was a discussion about the disclaimer that people would need to sign.  Councilor Johnson stated that all requests needed to come through city hall rather than directly to the Public Works Department.  The council wanted to get the opinion of the Planning and Zoning Board before making a decision.  

d) Capital Improvement Committee Meeting

There was some speculation as to the school’s interest in the city shop.  Councilor Warner noted that no one on the committee was interested in seeing a 2-inch bituminous mat on a gravel road.  By the time all of the base work was done, it wouldn’t be much more expensive to install curb and gutter.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the main issue is the storm and sanitary sewers along Highway 30.  There has been a washout and there is an infiltration problem.  Mike Johnson, city insurance agent, also feels this is a large liability issue for the city.  There could be more sinkholes and/or a disruption of sewer service.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 45-7-04 authorizing the city engineer to contact the state engineer to initiate the process on the Highway 30 project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried.  

e) Troendle and 8th Avenue SE

Mayor Swanson noted that he took a picture of the intersection after a recent rain and will continue to take a picture every five days to document the standing water.  Councilor Johnson asked if the WW Blacktopping quote was still valid since they would only be doing the intersection and not the liquor store parking lot.  The council had questions about Sellers verbal quote.  It was the consensus of the council to table a decision until the next council meeting.

f) Smit Loan Request

The council was not in favor of giving up the city’s right to collateral.  Councilor Johnson felt Mr. Smit could do more of a commitment himself, such as take out a second mortgage on his house.  Councilor Warner suggested extending the city’s loan a few years to make the monthly payments lower.  Administrator Woodruff will tell Mr. Smit the city is not willing to give up collateral but may be willing to extend the city loan over more years.

g) Generator

Administrator Woodruff had written up an ad to place in the League magazine and city newspaper to sell the old generator.  Interested people are to submit sealed bids.  It was the consensus of the council to sell the old generator.

The city’s loss control agent stated that the new generator needs to be self-contained.  There was a discussion and clarification of the self-contained options.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to purchase a self-contained unit for $1,300.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Warner asked what kind of care the lift station generator is receiving.  He felt that is should be noted on the bi-weekly work reports that it has been checked/run and is in working condition.

h) Resolution 44-7-04 Additional Crack Sealing

Councilor Treanor asked if there is money in the budget for the additional $5,000 of crack sealing.  Administrator Woodruff reminded the council that the city has already spent an additional $18,000 in legal fees this year.  She did note that the seal coating came in under what was budgeted, so there is some extra money.  Councilor Warner felt that since the areas that are being crack sealed are in the seal coating area, the cracks need to be filled.  The council was also interested in filling the crack around the municipal building.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 44-7-04 approving an additional $5,000 of crack sealing.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried.  

i) Zoning Request

Bob Burns and Joe Groh requested that a property that is currently zoned as highway business be rezoned to residential.  The council discussed the location.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to deny the request since it would be spot zoning and not fit the zoning plan.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

j) Clean-up Day   

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the fall clean up be held September 17, 2004 and to send out postcards to residents notifying them of this the first part of August.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried.  

k) Insurance Reimbursement

The insurance reimbursement was for council information.  It was for the tree limb that went through the tractor radiator at the compost site some time ago.  There was a discussion that the backhoe is often left at the compost site.  There was a discussion about selling some fill from the lagoon area to Boenings.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:09 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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