CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 19, 2009
Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.    Absent:  Schultz.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Kelly Spillman -Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 5-5-09

B. Bills totaling  $68,013.18

C. Zoning minutes and permits

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park

Adopt Agenda

Coring costs was added as Old Business item E.

Borchert Road stop signs was added as Old Business item F.

Resolution 25-5-09 was added as New Business item C.

Troendle Street SW by cemetery was added as New Businesses item D.

Eighth Ave resident concerns were added to New Business item C.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Old Business

A. T & C update

The Town and Country Day committee felt it would be best to have the carnival on First Ave NE with vendor tents in the Library Park.  The little kid’s tractor pull will be on Second Ave NE in front of City Hall.  Councilor Donovan suggested that the carnival could expand south on First Ave SE since Highway 30 is closed.  It was the consensus of the council to move Town and Country Day activities near the library.

B. Equipment list schedule – Police, City Hall – Fire

The council reviewed the list.  Councilor Etherington questioned why the council was looking at this list since there was a spending freeze.  Administrator Woodruff said this is a plan for future purchases for budget purposes.  She would recommend waiting to purchase anything until the governor determines if the LGA is unalloted.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Christian would like to have a workshop to go over this list.  Mayor Swanson asked if this is connected to the governor’s cuts.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this is a plan to allocate money for future purchases.  It was the consensus of the council to hold a workshop in June.  

C. Community Garden

A neighbor may allow a second meter to be put in for the community garden.  The Chamber wants to know who will pay for the meter, installation and water costs.  Councilor Donovan asked if there is a fire hydrant near the garden plots.  All of the hydrants are across the street.  Mayor Swanson noted that there was some precedent with providing free water at the cemeteries.  Councilor Donovan asked what they are charging for plot rent.  It was the consensus of the council to attach a hose to the hydrant near 201 Lincoln St SE.  The hose shall be left on the garden side of the street.  

D. Discussion on street assessments

The council discussed setting a flat rate for street assessments similar to the recent changes for a flat rate for water and sewer improvements.  There was a discussion that this could save on engineering costs for project estimates.  Councilor Donovan felt that this would also help the city to budget for future projects.  Councilor Christian noted that residents always want to know what the project is going to cost them.  Mayor Swanson asked how it was determined that the increase is seven percent.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council decided a seven percent increase for the water and sewer assessments.  The council could review the rate every year to determine if it is a fair rate.  Councilor Donovan suggested that if there were a rate increase, it wouldn’t affect projects for the next eighteen months.  It was the consensus of the council to assess street, curb and gutter a seven percent increase per year.  

The council discussed the overlay policy.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the council changed the overlay assessment policy because there are a lot of overlays scheduled for the future.  Councilor Donovan felt that residents should not be assessed for the overlay because the resident already paid the assessment on the street.  Councilor Donovan stated that the residents that live along Central Ave and Silver Street don’t have to pay for the road or road maintenance.  Mayor Swanson always felt that the original assessment is appropriate and adds value to their property.  He stated that everyone drives on that road and all should pay for the overlay.  Councilor Etherington noted that some have already paid for the overlay.  Councilor Donovan stated that charging for sidewalks was changed.  He felt that this is a good time to change the policy because there is no street assessment on the Highway 30 project.  Mayor Swanson asked if it is possible to repay the Smith Street residents for their overlay.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it could be done, but a lot of paperwork would be involved.  Councilor Donovan moved to and Councilor Etherington seconded to retroactively reimburse the Smith Street NE residents for the overlay assessments.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
E. Coring Costs on St. Andrew’s Court

Councilor Christian looked at St. Andrew’s Court with Engineer Coudron.  There are spots that are very bad.  Administrator Woodruff reported that coring could be done with the road owner’s permission.  Councilors Donovan and Christian felt that the city needed written permission to do the coring.  Councilor Donovan asked if the coring is the city’s only cost.  He felt that the road owners should have to pay to bring the road up to the city’s specifications.  Councilor Christian felt that if the road isn’t up to the city specifications, the city should not take the road over.  Councilor Donovan thought that the road owners would put the second lift on.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they would like the city to take over the road and assess them for the street.  It was the consensus of the council to get both Duncanson and Drummer’s signature for permission to core.  

F. Borchert Street Stop Signs

Councilor Etherington expressed concern about the stop signs on Borchert Street.  He observed that more people don’t stop than those that do stop.  Councilor Etherington stated that if the people aren’t going to stop, then the signs should be removed.  Councilor Donovan noted that everyone wants more police presence in his or her areas.  It is not possible to cover all areas all of the time.  He felt the police need to come up with a plan to control the traffic.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the police to enforce the stop signs.  Councilor Donovan suggested renting a traffic camera.  Councilor Christian suggested charging double because of the construction traffic.  It was the consensus of the council to have Administrator Woodruff talk to Chief Honsey for suggestions.  The Council discussed overlapping shifts for more coverage.    
New Business

A. Sump pump line – First Ave SE 
Councilor Donovan abstained from discussion.  Administrator Woodruff contacted Paul Sellers for a sump pump line estimate for two properties on First Ave SE.  The council has previously discussed taking care of places where there is a lot of water being dumped into the street.  Councilor Christian stated that there would be variables with any line that is put in.  It may be difficult to have a flat rate for all sump pump lines because of the obstacles.  Councilor Donovan felt that if there is going to be a flat rate for all other assessments, then there should be a flat assessment for sump pump lines also.  Councilor Christian expressed concern that the contractor wouldn’t do the project for a set price.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city would pick up the cost over and above the assessments.  Councilor Donovan would like to see the line installed.  Administrator Woodruff suggested a flat rate rather than a fifty percent split so everyone pays a similar amount.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to go ahead with the assessment process for this project.  Councilor Donovan abstained.  All others present voted in favor thereof.  

B. Highway 30 update   

Administrator Woodruff reported that the intersection of Central and Silver would be closed on Tuesday, May 26th for five to seven days.  Mayor Swanson stated that the residents on Eighth Ave SE were concerned about semi trucks driving on their street during the construction.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Eighth Ave SE would be the detour route for Protein Sources when Highway 30 is tore up in front of their business.  Approximately 40 trucks a day go to Protein Sources.  

C. Resolution 25-05-09 Hiring Bartender

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Etherington asked if this is an addition.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this is a fill in because of possible staff changes.   Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 25-05-09 approving hiring Jessica Klein as a part time bartender at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

D. Troendle Street SW by Cemetery

Mayor Swanson had received a complaint about the amount of dust and not being able to see oncoming traffic.  Administrator Woodruff talked to the on-site inspector and the contractor will be watering it.  The council discussed chloride.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would be discussed at the next construction meeting.  

Miscellaneous

· A resident asked Administrator Woodruff for a boulevard tree.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there is a spending freeze on at this time.  The resident stated that now it the time to plant a tree and requested the council consider her request.  It was the consensus of the council to not purchase trees at this time because of the spending freeze.  The resident will be placed on a waiting list for trees.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:39 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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