CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Wednesday June 27, 2007

Police interviews were held at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:20 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey   

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 6/5/07

B) Bills 

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) City and Demographic change

E) May water pumping report

F) Park Board minutes and Labyrinth information

Staff Report
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street and Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Street project update was added as Old Business item c.

Mapleton Elevator payment was added as Old Business item d.

Resolution 54-6-07 was added as New Business item g.

Resolution 55-6-07 was added as New Businesses item h.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Police interviews were held before the meeting.

Old Business

a. Restaurant update

Administrator Woodruff reported on the plumbing problems at the restaurant.  Since the building is not in working condition, a letter will be sent to the Strehlos after we receive the plumbing bill.    Administrator Woodruff updated the council on other restaurant progress.  Councilor Etherington asked about who is paying for the plumbing project.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would be taken off the building price at time of purchase.  It was Councilor Etherington’s understanding that the building would not be purchased.  Councilor Donovan stated that since the EDA is renting the building, it is Strehlo’s responsibility to fix the plumbing.  Councilors Etherington and Schultz agreed.  Councilor Donovan asked if the air conditioning is operational.  Administrator Woodruff reported that one of the air conditioners worked.  Councilor Donovan asked about the cooler.  It was his understanding that Dan Strehlo purchased the cooler so he is responsible for repairing it.  Councilor Etherington thought that the building should have been checked to see if everything worked before the agreement was signed.  

b. Resolution 42-5-07 Sidewalk replacement

Administrator Woodruff stated that the Resolution was approved in May.  Since all of the estimates were over $15,000 she asked if the lowest bid could be accepted.  Councilor Donovan asked how much higher than the estimate the actual cost would be.  Mayor Swanson asked if they were told what the budget was.  Administrator Woodruff replied that all bidders were given the total amount of feet.  Mayor Swanson felt that it is important to go ahead and take the low bid since this is a safety issue.  Councilor Donovan asked how bad the section is from the alley to the highway on the one hundred block of Third Avenue NE.  Administrator Woodruff replied that section could be replaced at a later time since it is the best portion on the proposed replacements.  Councilor Donovan suggested that the apron on that portion might be replaced during the Highway 30 project.  Councilor Donovan would like to see it all done, but would prefer to stay in the budget.  Councilor Donovan asked where the additional money for this project would come from.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would come out of the street department budget.  The council discussed the estimates.  Councilor Donovan felt that the final cost should not exceed the estimate.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 42-5-07 awarding the bid to Alan Christian to replace 642 feet of sidewalk not to exceed a cost of $16,112.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

c. Street project update

· Administrator Woodruff explained the letter from Dulas Excavating regarding contaminated clay.  

· Administrator Woodruff reported that Contractor’s Edge is retelevising all of the sewer services.  She explained two situations where the camera was stuck in a sewer line.  Councilors Donovan and Schultz did not trust Contractor’s Edge to do their own televising.  Both felt that an independent televising company should be hired.  

· The sewer line at 206 Lincoln St SW and the water line at 208 Lincoln St SW were fixed.  

· The engineers asked when the council would prefer to have the final wear course laid on the streets.  Administrator Woodruff explained the disadvantages of extending this to next year.   

· The engineers asked if the council would reduce a few residents water bill for sod watering.  Councilor Donovan stressed that the sod company needs to be watering since it is part of the contract.  Mayor Swanson felt that the city should hire someone to water the sod and take it off of the contractor’s bill.  Councilor Etherington asked if some of this falls back on Bolton and Menk to make sure that everything is done correctly.  Mayor Swanson reported that the meetings with the contractors are very difficult.  Councilor Schultz expressed the opinion that the contractors should be fired and a different contractor be hired to finish the project.  The council discussed this option.  Administrator Woodruff will relay this opinion to the engineers.  Councilor Schultz suggested that Mr. Brindley attend the next council meeting.  Councilor Donovan stated that it needs to be put in black and white that everything needs to be fixed by a certain date or someone else will be hired to finish the job.   

d. Mapleton Elevator Payment

Administrator Woodruff presented the Mapleton Elevator Payment proposal.  A couple of EDA members opposed the Mapleton Elevator repayment proposal.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city is still responsible to pay the county the principal.  Councilor Etherington suggested it be denied.  Councilor Schultz stated that the interest only payments would not cover the amount that the city owes the county.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to deny the request of Mapleton Elevator LLC.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A.  Resolution 50-6-07 Accepting Luke Belgard’s resignation

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 50-6-07 accepting Luke Belgard’s letter of resignation with regret.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried. 
B. Resolution 51-6-07 Hiring full time police officer

Councilor Donovan asked when Officer Belgard is done and how soon a new officer could start.  Chief Honsey replied that it would be approximately three weeks until a new officer could start.  Part time personnel will be filling in until the new officer could start.  The council debated between the top two candidates.  Chief Honsey requested a ranking of the officers in case the top one doesn’t pass the background investigation.  Councilor Treanor did not feel that they should be ranked.  It was the consensus of the council to choose the top candidate and not rank the other two.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 51-6-07 hiring Andrew as a full time officer pending a background investigation and with the beginning wage being set at step one.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 52-6-07 continuing position of EDA Director

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff stressed that EDA Director Goldy needs to stay focused.  Councilor Treanor said that he should be able to continue on with his one-year plan.  Councilor Etherington asked if his wage would stay the same.  Administrator Woodruff has heard that the Chamber has agreed to pay him an additional $500 per month.  The city of Amboy has also hired Mr. Goldy’s services.  Councilor Schultz spoke highly of his work.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 52-6-07 continuing position of EDA Director for an additional six months.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

D. Resolution 53-6-07

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Treanor asked if someone quit.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Abbie McGregor had resigned.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 53-6-07 hiring Aimee West as a part time bartender for the Municipal Liquor Store, pending a background investigation.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E. Special Assessments for First Ave NW/Public Hearing Notice

Administrator Woodruff asked if the alley assessment would be split between the two churches.  Councilor Treanor asked if the assessment roll had been sent out.  Administrator Woodruff stated the letter said the assessments would be available at the meeting on July 3rd.  Administrator Woodruff just wanted the council to be aware of the assessments.  

F. Yard of the Month Selection  

Harold and Pattie Krengel were drawn as the July yard of the month winners.  

G. Resolution 54-6-07 Job Description

Councilor Etherington asked if there was any wage in the job description.  Mayor Swanson stated that it isn’t in the job description but that $25,000 was budgeted.  Mayor Swanson asked about the person who would run the coffee time.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the manager would supervise the coffee person, but the manager wouldn’t be required to be present for coffee.  There was a discussion about the coffee time and the coffee area.  Councilor Donovan talked about a railing for the tile area to keep the kids separate from the dinners after school.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 54-6-07 approving the restaurant supervisor’s job description.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

H. Resolution 55-6-07 Foam Nozzle

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff and Councilor Donovan explained that the foam nozzle would put out certain kinds of fires faster.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 55-6-07 approving purchase of a foam nozzle for the fire department at a cost of $1,100 and a foam cost of $300.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

·  Administrator Woodruff reported that the school could not legally contribute money to the restaurant.    
· I & S Engineers requested to do a council presentation.  Councilor Schultz asked if engineering services goes out for bid periodically.  It was the consensus of the council to schedule a presentation.  
· Councilor Etherington asked about mosquito control.  Administrator Woodruff reported that pellets and granular were applied last week.  
· Councilor Schultz reported on the monitor visit from DEED.  He discussed options for further grant projects.  
· Councilor Donovan asked about the erosion issues that had taken place during the last heavy rain.  Councilor Donovan suggested sodding the end of Garfield.  Mayor Swanson asked about the new sod.  There was a discussion about the sod and the lack of watering.  Councilor Donovan suggested putting a spigot on a fire hydrant and running a hose to get the sod watered.    
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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