CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday August 18, 2009

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.    Absent:  Donovan.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger; Jonathan Zierdts-Greater Mankato Growth, Lindsey Trio, Rhonda Roesch-Mapleton Chamber, Andrea Johnson, Bob Johnson, Mary Larson, Mark Dammann, Tina Dammann, Jim Pults, Leah Frank

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 8/4/09

B. Bills totaling  $68,950.80

C. Zoning minutes and permits

D. Westrum water leak report

E. Curling Club upgrades with grant money

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, Liquor

Adopt Agenda

Mark Dammann was added under presentation.

Resolution 36-08-09 was added as New Business item C.

Resolution 37-08-09 was added as New Business item D.

Recognizing Nico Reeves and Thank you from Bob and Andrea Johnson were added as Miscellaneous.

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Jonathan Zierdts-Greater Mankato Growth

Jonathan Zierdts talked about the Greater Mankato Growth organization.  He also talked about the partnership agreement and the benefits for our city to become part of the Greater Mankato Growth.  

Council and EDA members asked questions pertaining to how the Greater Mankato Growth would help bring new or support current businesses in the community.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Zierdts for his presentation.  

Lindsey Trio-Census presentation

Administrator Woodruff stated that the census bureau has asked us to put together a presentation and talk to community organizations about how important the census is.  Lindsey Trio made a presentation about how the history and how important the census is.  Mayor Swanson thanked her for the presentation.  

Mark Dammann

Mark Dammann requested an explanation of why expired vehicle tabs categorizes the vehicle as junk.  Mr. Dammann felt that there should be other contributing factors for the junk car criteria, not just needing current tabs.  The council explained that is how the junk motor vehicle ordinance is written.  Several other cities have similar ordinances.  This issue was discussed at the police quarterly meeting and the ordinance was reviewed.  Chief Honsey noted that it is unlawful to use a vehicle on the road that has expired tabs.  After a long discussion, Councilor Schultz stated that the ordinance requires that the license tabs are current.  The council thanked him for attending.   Administrator Woodruff thanked Chief Honsey for attending.  

Highway 30 Update

Jim Pults of Mathiowetz Construction was present as gave an update on the Highway 30 project.  There was a discussion about the VFW flagpole holders that were removed during the construction.    

Old Business

A. St. Andrew’s Court Discussion

Councilor Schultz reported that he had talked to a property owner about the street.  There was nothing in writing about who would pay for future assessments to finish the street.  Councilor Schultz would like to see the street properly maintained and the snow plowed correctly.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city could seek legal action, but this could be a waste of money if the city has to fix the street.  It was the consensus of the council to have Administrator Woodruff, Mayor Swanson and Councilor Christian meet with Pat Duncanson to discuss the street situation.  

New Business

A. Resolution 38-08-09 tree removal and trimming  

Administrator Woodruff reported that the city typically spends $10,000 per year on tree trimming.  This proposal is a substantial cut to the budget.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 35-08-09 approving tree removal and trimming for 2009.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

B. Yard of the Month
Loretta Ward was chosen as the yard of the month winner.    

C. Resolution 36-08-09 Retiring K-9 

Administrator Woodruff reported that Police Chief Honsey and Officer Lawson requested to do a presentation at the next meeting.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to table Resolution 36-08-09 until the next meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D.  Resolution 37-08-09 Lower speed limit

Police Chief Honsey explained to the council that the speed limit could be lowered to 25 miles per hour.  If the council would like the speed limit lower than that, the state commissioner of public safety would have to approve it.  It was discussed at the police quarterly to lower the speed limit on all of the cul-de-sacs and dead ends in town.  Police Chief Honsey warned the council that there might be repercussions since most of the offenders live on the cul-de-sac.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 37-08-09 lowering speed limit to 20 mph on cul-de-sacs.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff reported that the public works department personnel are having trouble keeping the belt on the cub cadet mower.  

·  Mayor Swanson formally recognized Nico Reeves on the landscaping work that was done around the fire station.  

· Mayor Swanson read the thank you from Bob and Andrea Johnson for the council’s reconsideration of the overlay assessment.  

· Councilor Schultz asked for a status update regarding the agricultural property inside the city limits.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Mayor Swanson and herself are meeting with County Commissioner Kip Bruender next week. 

· Administrator Woodruff reminded the council of a Ditch 57 workshop next Tuesday.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:56 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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