CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 7, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey

Others present:  Kelly -Maple River Messenger; Tom Olinger- Abdo, Eick and Meyers; Bob Noyes

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson commented on the Liquor Store receipt spreadsheet.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 3/16/09 and special meeting 3/24/09

B)  Bills totaling $66,036.43

C)  Zoning minutes and permits

D) Public Notice of special assessment hearing and sample notice

E) Memo for safety training

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, Liquor

Adopt Agenda

Highway 30 bonding timeline was added as New Business item F.

Commissioner change was added as New Business item G.

Joint Legislative Conference was added under Miscellaneous.

Mike Kunkel Highway 30 item was added under Miscellaneous.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Tom Olinger of Abdo, Eick and Meyers – audit report

Tom Olinger presented the 2008 audit report.  Councilor Donovan asked about the balance of the refuse fund.  Administrator Woodruff indicated that the fund could absorb some of the increase when we get a new contract.  Councilor Schultz suggested paying for the compost site expenses from this fund.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the leaf vac was purchased from the refuse fund.  Councilor Schultz asked if the findings would affect the city’s ability to obtain funding.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Olinger for attending.  Councilor Schultz asked about a presentation about what the auditors look for and why.    

New Business

A. Resolution 11-3-09 Accepting Bid for MNDOT Highway Project

Councilor Schultz asked if everything was ok with the subcontractors.  Administrator Woodruff stated that a meeting was held with the subcontractors.  Councilor Christian stated that as long as Mathiowetz is the prime contractor, the city would be ok on this.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the preconstruction meeting would be held on April 15th.  Depending on the weather, they plan on starting working on the ponds April 20th.  They will also mill off the bituminous off since there is concrete underneath.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 11-03-09 accepting the bid of Mathiowetz construction Company of Sleepy Eye, Minnesota in the amount of $2,992,253.28 for MNDOT highway project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 15-04-09 Establishing Regional Safety Group

Administrator Woodruff reported that the resolution is a formality for the League.  The council had approved the safety group last year.  A group was formed to do joint training to save money.  The League will pay for half of the training of regional safety groups.  When training is held, the trainer will do a mock OSHA inspection.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 15-04-09 establishing a regional safety group.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 16-04-09 Approving MNWARN 

Councilor Donovan feels that this is a very good idea.  It is like having a mutual aid agreement for the fire departments.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 16-04-09 authorizing governmental unit to be a party to Minnesota Water Agency Response network.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 17-04-09 Approving Sale of Old City Shop

Councilor Schultz asked how much credit we were receiving.  Administrator Woodruff replied that MNDOT will credit the city $75,000.  She gave a copy of the resolution to the school superintendent.  Councilor Christian is working on negotiations for Mathiowetz Construction to use the building as their office and storage and then take down the building when they are done.  Councilor Donovan asked if the school is willing to accept the property.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 17-04-09 approving the sale of the old city shop and north parking lot be sold to the Maple River School District 2135 for a cot of $1.00 and this property will be used for parking for the school district.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E. Resolution 18-04-09 Approving Police Policy Changes and Updates

Mayor Swanson felt that Chief Honsey did a good job showing the changes.  Councilor Donovan noted that a lot of it looks like correcting terminology.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the POST Board audits the police and so he is trying to keep up with recommended changes.  Mayor Swanson asked if the rest of the council was ok with 100 percent of the monies gained from the sale of seized property going to the K9 fund.  Chief Honsey stated that when the K9 was originally part time, so the policy was 50 percent of monies gained to the K9 fund.  When the K9 became full time there was a resolution changing it to 100 percent of seized properties to go to K9 fund.  The change is just to update the police policy to be the same as the resolution.  There was a discussion about seized property.  Administrator Woodruff complemented Chief Honsey on his efforts to get the Liquor Store camera system working.  Mayor Swanson thanked Chief Honsey for attending.   Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 18-04-09 approving the police policy updates and changes.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F. Bonding timeline  

Administrator Woodruff asked the council if they would like the Highway 30 bond for fifteen or twenty years.  A fifteen year bond would save approximately $195,370 in interest over the twenty year bond.  Councilor Donovan asked if we are bonding for the full amount.  Administrator Woodruff stated that we are bonding for the city’s portion.  The city will be fronting the money until MNDOT gets their money in July.  Councilor Donovan asked if there is anything else that could be thrown in with this bond to save the expense of bonding twice.  Administrator Woodruff stated that if the timing for the truck had worked out, we may have been able to save a little of the expenses.  However, a project needs to be in place to get the money.  Councilor Christian stated that for the minimal amount difference and the amount of interest saved, it would be better to do the fifteen year bond.  It was the consensus of the council to do a fifteen year bond.

G.   Commissioner change

Mayor Swanson recognized that Councilor Schultz and Councilor Christian switched commissioner positions.  Councilor Christian is now the Public Works Commissioner and Councilor Schultz is now the Liquor Store Commissioner.     

Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson asked if any councilors would want to attend the Joint Legislative conference.

· Mike Kunkel recommended that the conduit be put across Highway 30 by the fire station.  Then the conduit is there if the council would put in a type of flashing light by the fire station.  It was the general consensus of the council to put the conduit in at this time.  Mike Kunkel has also obtained two street light poles that the city would need to have painted yellow to use at the flashing crosswalk signal by the school.  It was the general consensus of the council to do this also.  

· Bob Noyes stated that Rhonda has been hired to work for the Chamber and she started this week.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for the update.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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