  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday November 16, 2004

Acting Mayor Treanor called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Cox, Johnson and Warner.  Mayor Swanson arrived at 8:10 p.m.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  

Consent Agenda

October water usage was moved to New Business item L.

Special Zoning meeting was added as Consent item I.

Profit and Loss Summary was added as Consent item J.

Councilor Johnson questioned what the address was on the Satisfaction of Mortgage.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 11-3-04

B)  Bills

C)  Zoning minutes and permits

D) Charitable Gambling Annual Report

E) Firearms Instruction Certification

F) Web Page Report

G) Satisfaction of Mortgage

H) Special Zoning minutes & permits

I) Profit and loss Summary

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

Adopt Agenda

Grading Borchert Road was added as New Business item I.

Meter tampering was added as New Business item J.

Sump pump requests were added as New Business item K.

October Water Pumping was added as New Business item L.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item M.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Old Business

a) Beer sales at Casey’s

Administrator Woodruff provided answers to the council’s previous questions in the packet.  Councilor Warner asked if Administrator Woodruff checked to see if the distance from a church was in the city ordinance.  There was a discussion about the hours they would be allowed to sell beer.  It was the consensus that Casey’s should have the same hours as the Municipal off-sale.  It was also the consensus of the council that Casey’s needed to provide a certificate of liability insurance.  The council directed Administrator Woodruff to check with city insurance agent Johnson to see if $500,000 liquor liability was enough.  The council had questions about what the city liability would be by granting this license.  Administrator Woodruff asked if Casey’s could have a 3.2 beer license as long as they provide sufficient liability insurance.  It was the consensus of the council that this would be acceptable.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the Liquor Store recently passed a compliance check.  Councilor Warner asked if it were possible to amend the ordinance to state that if a business failed two compliance checks, their license would be revoked.  Councilor Cox recommended that Administrator Woodruff check with the Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association to see what they recommend for Liquor Liability insurance.  There was a discussion about increasing the license fee at the beginning of next year.  

New Business

a)  Resolution 70-11-04 - Donation

Councilor Johnson asked what park equipment the donation was to be used for.  Administrator Woodruff replied that she had requested charitable gambling funds for toddler equipment in Library Park and ball field fencing in Heritage Park.  The chamber gave the city more money than was requested and stipulated that a new scoreboard also be purchased for the softball diamond.  There was a discussion as to whether this money was to be used for the backstop fencing for the outfield.  Administrator Woodruff noted that she did not specify which fence.  She also noted that the chamber was very generous with their donation.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 70-11-04 accepting donation from the Mapleton Area Chamber of Commerce Charitable Gambling in the amount of $7,500.00 for park equipment, fencing and a new scoreboard.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Cox.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  

b) Resolution 71-11-04 Confined Space Policy 

Councilor Johnson expressed surprise that the city didn’t already have a confined space policy already in place.  Councilor Warner noted that there are some state laws about this.  He noted that at one time the city purchased a harness for this purpose.  Administrator Woodruff noted that this had come up at a loss control workshop and is one of the things that the city needs to have in place.  Councilor Cox asked if the public works department has hard hats and if they wear them.  She also asked if the harness suspends a person in the upright position.  There was a discussion of oxygen content and the gas monitor.  There was another discussion about the stand by person’s purpose.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the fire department has had a lot of training on confined space.  Councilor members Cox and Warner suggested that this policy be discussed at the next public works quarterly meeting.  There was a discussion about the SCBA equipment.  Councilor Warner recommended having a respirator with a long hose so it is possible to get a mask to a person in a space such as this.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 71-11-04 approving the confined space policy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Cox.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  

c) Council Commissioner Position

Councilor Johnson thought that now would be a good time to switch commissioner positions.  She would prefer to switch departments yearly so that she gets a chance to know other departments and employees.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council for Councilor Johnson to be the Public Works Commissioner, Councilor-elect Donovan to be the Police Commissioner and for the other two commissioner positions to remain the same.  

d) Public Notice Election

Administrator Woodruff noted that this had not been an issue in the past.  She had talked with Mr. Dorsey and the cities of Amboy and Good Thunder.  Mr. Dorsey choose the size of the ads.  There was a discussion about the size of the three ads and the price of each.  Administrator Woodruff asked Mr. Dorsey why Mapleton’s ad was so much larger.  He replied that Amboy didn’t have much of a race.  He told Administrator Woodruff that the council could decide a fair price to pay him.  In the future, Administrator Woodruff will stipulate how large the ad will be.  After some discussion, Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to pay $42 for the General Election Public Notices.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Cox.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  

e) Resolution 72-11-04 Safe & Sober Award 

It was the consensus of the council that Officer Honsey is doing a good job.  Councilor Cox asked how many other cities Mapleton competed against.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the $3,000 mini-grant must be used for traffic safety purposes for something the city normally wouldn’t purchase.  The police department is looking at an in-car video camera.  This would cost approximately $5,000.  Officer Honsey wanted to know if the council was interested in spending the extra $2,000 for this piece of equipment or if he should find a different item to spend the money on.  There is a deadline for submitting to the Department of Public Safety what the city is going to spend the money on.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 72-11-04 authorizing acceptance of a traffic safety award.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Cox.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.    Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to approve the proposal of an in-car video camera with the grant monies as additional funding.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Cox.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  Councilor Johnson noted that Officer Honsey needs to be recognized for this.  There was a discussion about the publicity.

f) Resolution 73-11-04 Donation

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 73-11-04 accepting donation from the Mapleton Area Chamber of commerce Charitable Gambling in the amount of $691.38 for the Annual Chamber Dinner.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Cox.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  

g) Next meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.

h) Grade Borchert Road

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew requested permission to prepare the gravel roads for winter.  Administrator Woodruff reported that a resident complained about how rough Borchert Road is.  The complainant suggested that the city dig down two feet and mix the top layers.  It was the consensus of the council that this was not an option.  Councilor Warner expressed concern about how the recycled asphalt will react to grading.  It was the consensus of the council to grade all of the gravel roads, but not any more than is necessary.  

i) Meter Tampering

Administrator Woodruff explained the situation with the broken meter.  She asked the council if they should be sent a bill for a new meter and the difference of what they were billed and their average usage.  It was the consensus of the council to bill for a new meter and enough additional water to total their average usage amount.  

j) Sump Pump Requests

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the list of sump pump permit requests.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

k) Water Pumping

The council discussed that the gallons of water pumped out of the well has increased.  Administrator Woodruff noted that about 20% of the water is unaccounted for.  Administrator Woodruff will contact Rural Water to come and check for leaks.  

l) Miscellaneous

· Councilor Johnson asked about the political sign ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she would probably have this ordinance revision for the next council meeting.  Mayor Swanson asked what the law was for the length of time political signs can remain standing after an election.
· Councilor Johnson asked if the sign at The Well had a building permit.  Administrator Woodruff will check on this.
· Councilor Johnson requested the council discuss the break in at the water tower.  Councilor Cox reported that Water Operator Johnson was confident that no one got into the top of the water tower.  There was a discussion about a fence around the water tower.  Councilor Johnson felt there should be floodlight around the base aimed up at the tower.  Councilor Johnson also noted that the water tower needs to be washed again.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the cleaning agreement for the inside has expired and needs to be renewed.  Administrator Woodruff will have Water Operator Johnson contact Rural Water for their advice.  
· Mayor Swanson asked if the doors on the shed have been replaced.  Administrator Woodruff will remind the public works department to replace them.
· Mayor Swanson noted that he noticed a survey crew on Highway 30.  The council asked for the status on the Highway 30 project.  Administrator Woodruff will check with the engineers.
· Mayor Swanson noted that everyone is invited to his holiday party after the next meeting.  
· Mayor Swanson thanked Councilor Treanor for acting as Mayor until he arrived.
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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