CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday December 15, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.   Absent:  Christian.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey 

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, College Student, Jay Stencel-South Central College

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 12-01-09, 12-10-09, 12-12-09

B. Bills totaling  $58,275.70

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park

Adopt Agenda

Mayor Swanson added Christmas lunch to Miscellaneous.

Administrator Woodruff added staff reporting to council meetings as Miscellaneous.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

7:30 Professor Jay Stencel – South Central College – GIS interns available

Jay Stencel teaches civil engineering at South Central College.  They require an internship prior to graduation.  With the economy, it is getting harder to find internships.  He proposed having interns compile a GIS mapping system for the city.  His students would work for the city for free.  They would scan in construction plans during the winter.  When it is warmer, they would send out a student with a GPS to locate items such as water shut offs, shut off valves and manhole covers.  Mayor Swanson asked about the student’s qualifications.  Mr. Stencel stated that the prerequisite is a GIS classes.  Councilor Donovan asked if this is like what we hired Bolton and Menk to do.  Mr. Stencel stated that they use the same system as Bolton and Menk.  Mr. Stencel asked for about five minutes of Administrator Woodruff’s time once a month for the student to present an update.  It would take more time with the Public Works department.  Administrator Woodruff stated that we have two employees that just know where the shut off valves are to most of the residences in the city.  Councilor Donovan asked what it would take to maintain the mapping system.  Mr. Stencel stated that as a project is done, the GIS should be done as the project is done.  He recommended the city having it as part of the contract that the engineers GIS the reconstruction.    Councilor Schultz would like to have the student do a presentation at the end of the semester.  It was the general consensus of the council that this is a great idea.  

Old Business

A. Resolution 64-12-09 T & C Leisure Center Contribution

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Mayor Swanson felt that the city should still give them something.  Councilor Donovan questioned if it is a senior center.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it was incorporated as a senior center.  The final budget would be 4.5 % with a 1,500 donation, 4.17% with a $500 donation. Councilor Donovan feels it is hard to make a contribution like this when we have basically cut everything else.  Councilor Schultz asked how the $1,500 was arrived at.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they originally asked for the city to remove their snow.  The city wouldn’t get to it fast enough, so that was denied.  Then the Leisure Center Board asked for the city to pay for their water bill.  Councilor Donovan feels that this is an important piece of our community and seniors are hurting financially also.  Councilor Donovan also suggested that the Leisure Center seek gambling funds.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 64-12-09 approving a $500 donation to the Town and Country Leisure Center.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

B. Resolution 65-12-09 Budget changes for 2010

Councilor Donovan asked what the cap would be on comp time earned.  Administrator Woodruff will review the comp time in three months to see how it is going.  Councilor Schultz stated that the council would encourage employees to take the time off during the pay period whenever possible.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 65-12-09 approving budget changes for 2010.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

New Business

A. Resolution 66-12-09 Authorizing the Mapleton Police to Continue K-9 Program  

Police Chief Honsey put together a news release for the council to review.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it could be put in the newsletters that go out with the water bills.  Police Chief Honsey will also put it on the police section of the web page.  Councilor Donovan asked if Officer Lawson would have to purchase the dog back if he should leave the city’s employment.  Chief Honsey sated that he would get the dog back.  He looked at it as the city got a lot of insurance money for a dog that he brought here.  Councilor Schultz also pointed out that Officer Lawson is putting out all of the training costs.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 66-12-09 authorizing the Mapleton Police Department to continue the K-9 program.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
B. Resolution 67-12-09 Authorizing Administrative Citations

Police Chief Honsey stated that this last year the state legislature implemented new rules for administrative citations.  This resolution is what the state mandates the cities have to pass if they want to have administrative tickets.  He explained that half of the money has to be for items that are above and beyond what the city would normally purchase.  Councilor Schultz asked if there has to be a plan in place for a portion of the money.  Chief Honsey stated that it would be put in a separate line item in the budget to be used at a later time.  Chief Honsey stated that there needs to be a person that is a neutral party to hear complaints about these administrative citations.  It was the consensus of the council to have the citizen that is on the police misconduct review board be the neutral party.  It would be a volunteer position as a trial basis.  Administrator Woodruff stated that people have liked the administrative citations in the past.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve Resolution 67-12-09 authorizing administrative citations for certain traffic offenses pursuant to Minnesota Stat. 169.99.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.  Nay:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 68-12-09 Budget for 2010 

Administrator Woodruff reported that the budget is at 4.17% percent increase.  Mayor Swanson thanked everyone for his or her efforts and compromises.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 68-12-09 adopting the final 2010 tax levy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried. 

D.   Resolution 69-12-09 Police Policy updates

Police Chief Honsey explained the changes and updates to the police policy.  Councilor Schultz asked what would be a policy deviation.  Chief Honsey stated that if the state changed the rules and the city doesn’t get the policy changed and something happened.  The predatory offender registration and community notification is exactly the same as what the state mandates.  Chief Honsey explained the changes to the K-9 policy.  Councilor Donovan asked about a fee for the use of K-9.  Chief Honsey felt that a fee could be set in the first resolution of the year.  He thought that the city could ask for a percentage of any forfeitures that the K-9 assisted with.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 69-12-09 approving police policy updates and changes.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.    
E.  Resolution 70-12-09 Draw Request #7 Mathiowetz Construction

Administrator Woodruff stated that this amount does not include the reduction in retainage.  That will probably happen next month.  Mayor Swanson asked if there would be a final punch list because he was not happy with the restoration that was done at the catholic cemetery.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 70-12-09 approving Draw Request #7 in the amount of $18,820.86 from Mathiowetz Construction.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

F. Resolution 71-12-09 Change Orders

Administrator Woodruff explained the change orders.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 71-12-09 to approve the change order and work order for Mathiowetz Construction.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff asked for clarification about having staff attend council meetings.  Mayor Swanson felt that the Police Chief, Fire Chief, EDA/Chamber person, Liquor Store Supervisor and one of the public works employees should attend the first council meeting of the month.  Councilor Schultz felt that having them present would help with communication and the council would receive better clarification on items.  The staff should still submit printed reports.  Chief Honsey noted that they get one hour to attend council meetings.  It should be comped during the pay period if possible.  

· Councilor Donovan asked what is going on with the old pumper.  It was the consensus of the council that it should be advertised and get rid of it.  Administrator Woodruff will ask the Fire Chief to talk about this at the next council meeting.  

· Mayor Swanson announced that staff would have a Christmas Lunch on December 23rd.   

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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