CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday September 1, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Etherington, Christian and Swanson. 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger; Gary Frandle, Jeff Moore, Kipp Bruender, Bill Keller, Dave Keller, Nate Bartell

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz stated that it is difficult to drive 20 mph down the city streets.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 8/18/09

B. Bills totaling  $496,781.27

C. Quarterly meetings:  Liquor, Fire and Police

D. Ditch 57 parcel information

E. Letter to MNDOT-speed limit reduction

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park

Adopt Agenda

SCDP was added under miscellaneous.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Detach from the City of Mapleton- Bill and Dave Keller, Bob Nienow, Commissioner Bruender

Commissioner Bruender stated that Administrator Woodruff has put together information on five pieces of property that would like to detach from the city because they receive no city services.  The Kellers presented a petition for themselves and four other properties to detach from the city.  Dave Keller stated that there is over 200 acres that would be difficult to develop because of sewer issues.  Commissioner Bruender stated that this began as a discussion about lowering their city tax rate.  Due to Ditch 57 issues, it would be easier and in the best interest of the city for these properties to detach from the City.  With the removal of these 200 acres, the city’s portion of the ditch improvements and repairs would be lowered.  Bob Nienow has agreed to leave the north end of his property in the city limits because the water from this piece does drain into the city storm sewer.  Councilor Schultz asked if it would be possible to know the effect on the ditch 57 percentage.  Commissioner Bruender will try to get that information to the council by the next meeting.  Mayor Swanson thanked all for attending.  

Fire Relief Association Report-Jeff Moore and Gary Frandle

The relief association paid the city for the repairs on the 1939 truck.  Gary Frandle and Jeff Moore presented the 2009 fire relief schedule.  The combination of the loss in the stock market and the decrease in the state aid has caused the city to pay approximately $1786 more than the city usually contributes to the relief association.  Jeff Moore explained that the formula for the calculation is very complicated.  Mr. Moore stated that they would like to keep the fire department’s line item budget in tact.  The relief association is looking at possibly paying for some equipment out of their equipment fund.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the relief board has been watching their investments very closely.  Mr. Frandle noted that there are many relief associations that have to ask for funds from their cities.  Councilor Donovan asked if the fundraising money could be spent on this.  Mr. Frandle stated that they are not allowed to spend that money on the relief pension.  He explained what they have spent their fundraising money on.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the fire relief schedule for 2009.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending and to keep up the good work.  

Old Business

A. St. Andrew’s Court Update 

Mayor Swanson, Administrator Woodruff and Councilor Christian met with Pat Duncanson about St. Andrew’s Court.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that they do the soil borings.  If improvements are made to the road, the cost of the soil borings would be reduced from their assessment.  Pat Duncanson has not spoken to his partner yet.  He will get back to Administrator Woodruff by the next council meeting.  

Councilor Schultz felt that there need to be a timeline.  He suggested that if there is no response by the next council meeting, then the council should proceed with the next step.  Councilor Christian expressed concerns with taking possession of the road because of its condition.  Councilor Schultz felt that the city should seek a second attorney’s opinion about the soil borings.  He also asked if it is possible for the city to make an agreement with the Duncanson’s to plow the street with the understanding that the city is not taking over ownership in the street.  This would be for the safety of the residents who live on St. Andrew’s Court and Maple Avenue.  

B. Ditch 57 Request

Councilor Schultz suggested that the council consider this request in two weeks.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to table the request until the next meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 36-08-09 Retiring Rex II

Administrator Woodruff has talked to the police department and the vet about the K9 dog.  Councilor Schultz asked if there is any insurance money available for the replacement.  Councilor Donovan asked what effects this has on the second car.  Administrator Woodruff replied that Officer Lawson no longer takes the car home and he would no longer get paid for dog care.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council to think about if they would keep a second car if the K9 program is discontinued.  This will be discussed at a police quarterly meeting.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 36-08-09 retiring Rex II the K9 Dog.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 38-09-09 Vacating Alley  

Mayor Swanson explained where the alley is located.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this resolution is just granting a public hearing.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 39-09-09 calling for hearing to vacate ally located in block 8, Plymats addition.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 39-09-09 Draw Request #4

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve Draw Request #4 from Mathiowetz Construction Company in the amount of $414,563.29.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
C. Resolution 40-09-09 Truth in Taxation meeting 

Mayor Swanson noted that this is done every year at the first meeting in December.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the law has changed so the council could now adopt the budget at the same meeting as the public meeting.    Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 40-09-09 selecting a date for the Truth in Taxation meeting.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D.   Resolution 41-09-09 EDA Partnership

Councilor Schultz asked if the dues could be paid in increments.  Councilor Donovan asked where the funds are coming from.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they would have to come from the general fund because the EDA fund currently has no money. The council felt that this was a good expenditure of funds if the partnership helped local businesses.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 41-09-09 entering in partnership with Greater Mankato Growth for the next fifteen months at a cost of $2,184.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

E.   Mapleton Elevator – road request

Administrator Woodruff explained that Mapleton Elevator would like to build a 10,000 square foot building around the north and west sides of his existing building.  Mr. Daly would like permission to put a road in behind the fire department to access this new building.  The second option is to purchase land from a neighbor on the east side of his property for the new building.    Councilor Schultz felt that it would be a lot less intrusive to buy land from the neighbor and put the building in the second choice location.  The council expressed concerns about the quality of the road and the proximity of the road to the fire station and a neighboring residence.   Administrator Woodruff was not sure if MNDOT would approve the curb cut for the road.  It was the general consensus of the council that Mr. Daly should attend the next meeting.  Councilor Donovan also asked if he could use a building such as Solie Sales.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to table the request for more information.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Schultz reported that Blue Earth County has agreed to sponsor a Small Cities Development Program.  MVAC would be the administrator of the program.  They are submitting a pre-application in hopes of being invited to apply for the full application.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:28 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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