CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 27, 2008

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers, this is a postponed meeting from May 22, 2008.
Members present: Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.
Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Office Assistant Glarner
Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Kip Bruender-County Commissioner, 
Carol Clark-Vine Faith & Action
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 05-06-08 and summary of closed meeting 05-06-08

B)  Bills totaling $83,958.48
C)  Water pumping report
D) Bolton & Menk Letters
E) Zoning minutes and permits

Staff Report
1)  Administration Reports

2)  Police Reports

3)  Wastewater/Street Reports

4)  Water/Park Reports

5)  Liquor Store Reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor moved Treanor and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda adding sump pump discussion under old business.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Carol Clark from Vine Faith & Action explained Vine is in talks with MnDot regarding potential of a Blue Earth County Bus System.  Vine would manage the system and hire the drivers.  The cost of managing the transportation system would be highly subsidized, with about 85% of the cost paid by MnDot and the rest of the cost recovered from fares and local contributions.  Vine is asking that the city send out a survey to get a better idea of who and when the system would be used. 
Kip Bruender-County Commissioner, gave an up-date on the Justice Center being built in Mankato, County 26 updates and status of Victory Drive construction.  He also invited everyone to the Concert on the Courthouse Lawn and to Day at the Dam in Rapid Dam.  He especially wanted to thank Mayor Swanson for the excellent job he does each year with Relay for Life.  
Old Business

A. Restaurant
Administrator Woodruff updated the Council regarding the restaurant.  Bruce Sellers has sent letter to Strehlo’s regarding lease coming due.  He is waiting to hear back from the Strehlo’s.
     B.  Sump Pump
Councilor Donovan suggested the City think about doing a sump pump study.
New Business

A. Resolution 37-05-08 Part-Time Officer
Administrator Woodruff explained that Chief Honsey would like to re-hire Talman Wiles as a part-time Police Officer.   Councilor Treanor  moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 37-05-08 hiring part-time Police Officer Talman Wiles on the condition he pass all background investigations.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried.
B. Linda Stowell crosswalk request
Linda Stowell is requesting a crosswalk be installed on the corner by Caseys going toward the parking lot across from Casey’s on County Road 7.  In addition she is also requesting a “No Truck” sign be placed on Main St. NW.  Administrator Woodruff has been in contact with Blue Earth County and is waiting for their opinion on the crosswalk across County Road 7 and needs to verify weight limitations for the road regarding the “No Truck” sign.  Councilor Ethrington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to Table discussion until more information was available.    Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution 37-05-08 Purchase of John Deere Gator for P.W. Dept. 
The Public Works department is requesting to buy a John Deere Gator.  They feel they could benefit with this purchase for many uses and to help save on gas.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 37-05-08 purchase of John Deere Gator for P.W. Dept. at $6,850.00 after trade in of Ford Tractor and Rotary broom.   Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan and Etherington.  Motion carried.    
D.  Llyod Mitchell assessment request
  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolutioin 31-05-08 advertise for bids for Phase 2 of the Fire Station.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
D. Resolution 32-05-08 Hiring Clerical person

The City is requesting to rehire Lindsey Trio as a part-time clerical person to work this summer at City Hall and help the library with paperwork needed to be done to be a part of the Historical Society.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 32-05-08, rehiring Lindsey Trio for part-time clerical summer help.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
E. Resolution 33-05-08 Loan Request for Tammy Schmidt

Tammy Schmidt expressed interest in buying 207 Main Street for her business – Hair Designers.  In order to do that, she is requesting a $40,000 EDA loan at an interest rate of 6.75% for 5 years with a balloon payment at the end.  Tammy has met with the EDA where they have reviewed and approved the loan request.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded approving loan request for Tammy Schmidt in the amount of $40,000.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Donovan, Treanor, Etherington and Swanson.  Motion carried.

F. Resolution 34-05-08 Hiring summer help for Public Works Department

The City is requesting to rehire Sheldon Walters to work 25 hours per week in the public works department to do lawn mowing and other maintenance duties during the summer.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 34-05-08, rehiring Sheldon Walters part-time to help the Public Works Department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstained:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  
G. Town and Country Leisure Center

Administrator Woodruff explained that many cities help out their senior centers financially to make it a more viable center.  She is asking that the Council think about adding the Town and Country Leisure Center to the city’s budget when budget time comes around.

H. Special Assessment Policy

The League of Minnesota Cities is concerned of litigations going on with special assessments.  It is easy to fight a special assessment in court.  The City needs to consider the benefit to the property as a result of the specific improvement.   
I. Maple Street

Administrator Woodruff explained that Maple Street still needs to have the second lift done.  St. Andrews street is not city owned, it is Drummers Constructions street.  They are not interested in finishing the St. Andrews street until all the homes are built and finished.  Mayor Swanson responded that the residents on Maple Street are paying taxes for the street and the city will look into prices to have the street finished.
J. Change next Council meeting

Administrator Woodruff and Councilor Schultz will not be able to attend the next scheduled Council meeting on May 20.  She is asking that the meeting be moved to May 27.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded moving the Council meeting from May 20 to May 27.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
K. Tables outside at Token BBQ
Tony Gregor from Token BBQ is requesting to put 2 tables outside the restaurant on the front sidewalk.  Mayor Swanson stated no big tables and couples walking on the sidewalk should be able to pass side-by-side.
L. RFP update

Councilor Schultz explained that the city went out for RFP’s  to explore their options with different engineers.  The recommendation is to stay with the current engineers, Bolton & Menk, but to have specific activities on what needs to be done and to have more open communication with Bolton & Menk.  But there is no guarantee that the City will continue to use Bolton & Menk for the next three years when it will be time to go for new RFP’s.  

M. MNDOT bi-weekly meetings

MNDOT is requesting bi-weekly meetings regarding the Highway 30 project.  They would like to set-up meetings every 2 weeks at MNDOT to discuss and keep on track.  They would encourage any Council member to attend the meetings.
N. Resolution 35-05-08 Hoist for City Shop

Paul Sellers has the left the hoist in the new city shop  and will sell to the city for $2,000.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 35-05-08 to buy hoist from Paul Sellers for $2, 000 for city shop.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
O. School and City Shop

Joe Samuelson from the School Board needs to know what the City is doing with the old City shop that sits in the school parking lot.  The School Board needs to know  for budget purposes.  Councilor Schultz suggested talking with Rolin Sinns from MNDOT to see what the States intentions are for the shop.  Then we can let the School Board know.  Rolin Sinns at the previous meeting requested a resolution be passed as whether or not parking will be allowed on Highway 30.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to have no parking on Highway 30 at all.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
P. Bids for City Shop

Bids for remodeling of the new City Shop are now being accepted.  
Miscellaneous

Administrator Woodruff wanted the Council to be aware that there is a property on Second Ave NE that is pumping sewage outside.  The Police and the County have spoken with the owners stating they need to be in compliance.  The Police and County will keep in contact with the owners to make sure they are getting in compliance.
Administrator Woodruff also wanted the Council to know that the Volunteer Firemen of Mapleton had extremely hard testing done all day on Saturday, this is in addition to their other FireFighter classes. These are all volunteers and Administrator Woodruff would like the Council to think about doing something for them.
Update on the Junk Ordinance, the Police department has sent out 40 letters to homes that are in violation of the Junk Ordinance and will continue to follow through.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:29 p.m.

Recorded by Lynn Glarner.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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