CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Chief Honsey

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Gerald Doering.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson noted that the water pumping had increased.  Administrator Woodruff said that there was a water main break on Fourth Avenue and a service line leak at 201 Main St NE.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 9/5/06 & Special meeting 9/13/06

B) Bills

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) Water Pumping Report August

E) Negotiation Board meeting


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Police

 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –


Liquor Store Report

Adopt Agenda

Added SW & MnDOT Project to Old Business item C.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Presentations- visitor presentation

Gerald Doering – Curb Cut for 306 Troendle

Gerald Doering stated that there had been a driveway on the West side of his son’s property for many years.  He felt that the engineers overlooked this and didn’t put in the curb cut.  If the curb cut were not put in, his son would drive over the curb to park his semi trailer there because he has nowhere else to park it.  Councilor Johnson asked if there is any indication of when the curb cuts and aprons are done.  Councilor Warner said that they have a garage and driveway on Troendle.  Councilor Johnson asked why they waited so long to request this since the curb has been there for about a month.  Mr. Doering said that his son isn’t home very much and he didn’t notice it until now.  He felt that he should have been asked prior to the curb being installed.  Councilor Johnson asked if this was assessed.  Administrator Woodruff said that it wasn’t considered a driveway.  Mayor Swanson said that we should have asked.  Councilor Warner said that all of the driveways in the new addition would have to be cut out, so replacing the curb on this one would be no different.  Mr. Doering talked about a tree situation at his house.  He also asked when the sewer hookups would be done.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern that replacing the curb would cause damage to the road.  She also questioned the extra engineering costs and concrete to redo this.  Councilor Warner felt that this should come out of the contingencies.  Councilor Donovan asked if there is a policy for corner lots and having a driveway on each side.  Administrator Woodruff said that there wasn’t, but that it should be addressed in the assessment policy.  Councilor Warner said that if the driveway were wider than 32-feet, Doerings would have to pay the extra.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to remove the existing curb and put in a driveway approach up to 32-feet in width.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Mr. Doering stated that he has had bad cable reception.  The council replied that everyone in town has been having bad reception.  Administrator Woodruff noted that she calls them continuously.  

Old Business
A. Dan Germo Building Permit

i. Easement review

Administrator Woodruff stated that Mr. Germo’s permit was not ever approved with a motion.  The utility easement reads the same as other easements.  She asked the council if they would like the city attorney to review it.  Councilor Warner asked about the width of the easement.  He felt that there should be fifteen feet on either side of the line and a fifteen-foot diameter from the hydrant.  Councilor Warner suggested that the original 50-foot street right of way should be the easement.  Councilor Donovan asked about an easement for the sewer main on the other side of the street.  Councilor Donovan said that there needs to be an easement with Jola Walker for the sewer main.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve Dan Germo’s permit.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to amend the motion to make it contingent on Dan Germo signing the easement.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 69-09-06 Police Revisions and Additions

Chief Honsey asked the council if they had any questions.  He stated that Taser recommended the changes and explained the other wording changes.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 69-9-06 approving revisions and additions to the Police Department Policy Handbook.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. SW Project and MnDOT

Administrator Woodruff gave a project update.  She said there is a quote to televise the storm sewer by the school and Mapleton Marine.  Engineer Coudron would talk to MnDOT about this again.  The Highway 30 project may be pushed back to 2010 because of the Highway 14 project.  Engineer Coudron is reviewing the storm sewer by the churches.  He is looking at taking it to Main Street because of the Highway 30 project being pushed back.  Administrator Woodruff and Chief Honsey talked about a resident that is very upset and has threatened the contractors.  The contractors have requested city staff being present when work is being done in front of this person’s house.  Chief Honsey recommended have a second police officer on duty during that time so that he wouldn’t get called away for other calls.  Councilor Donovan asked if there was a way to bill the resident for the extra police time.  Councilor Johnson asked if liability insurance covered any of the additional costs.  Chief Honsey asked if the contractor could be billed a portion since they requested this.  Administrator Woodruff will check with the league and the city’s insurance.  It was the consensus of the council to hire an extra police officer to be on site while the contractors are working in front of this resident’s house.  

New Business

A. Resolution 77-19-06 Comparable Worth Review

Mayor Swanson said that the comparable worth committee had met with Chief Honsey and Administrator Woodruff.  He read from the prepared information in the council packet.  Councilor Johnson stated that they had spent a lot of time discussing each situation.  Councilor Johnson said that Administrator Woodruff’s was more based on the additional hours rather than the increased job responsibilities.  Councilor Warner asked how much more this would cost in the budget.  Councilor Johnson mentioned that there were three office personnel when she worked here and the workload has not decreased any.  Chief Honsey calculated that he would receive approximately $3,800 more per year and Administrator Woodruff would receive approximately $1,600 more per year.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 77-09-06 approving Comparable Worth Changes.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.     Administrator Woodruff and Chief Honsey thanked the council.  Mayor Swanson stated that Administrator Woodruff and Chief Honsey would be talking to Officer Belgard and Deputy Clerk Olsen about delegating some of their duties.  

B. Letter regarding target area for MVAC Grant

Administrator Woodruff said this person sent a letter to all council members.  She asked Judd Schultz about this.  The council set the target area for the grant.  If there is money still in the grant, the area would be expanded to get more projects.  DEED has guidelines that need to be followed.  Mr. Schultz talked about expanding the commercial area last time.  

C. Yard of the Month drawing 
Administrator Woodruff reported that the Landsteiners were upset that now one could see the sign due to the street project.  She asked if they could have the sign placed in their yard in May.  Administrator Woodruff will have Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew pick up the sign.  It was the consensus of the council to remove the Landsteiner’s name from the drawing and put in next year’s drawing.  Mayor Swanson drew Fred and Pam Garbes as the $100 Mapleton Bucks winner.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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