CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday February 17, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.    Absent:  Schultz.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Kelly -Maple River Messenger, Julie Schmillen – Habitat for Humanity, Mike Johnson – M&M Insurance, Paul Bertino – Hickory Tech

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan questioned two bills.  It was the consensus of the council that the fire department needs to clean up better after themselves.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to Fire Chief Langworthy.

Councilor Donovan questioned the right-of-way certificate and an item on the Street/Sewer report.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 2/3/09

B)  Bills totaling $213,600.87

C) Resolution 4-2-09 approving MNDOT Cooperative Agreement

D) Right-of-way Certificate No.1

E) Letter to MNDOT from Mayor Swanson

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park and Liquor Store

Adopt Agenda

Paul Bertino and Notice of intent to franchise was added to Old Business item A.  

Gartner home sewer line was added to New Business item D.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Julie Schmillen – Habitat for Humanity

Julie Schmillen gave a presentation about Habitat for Humanity.  They received a grant to build a house in Mapleton.  Ms. Schmillen requested to purchase the EDA lot on Sixth Ave NE for $1.00.  Ms. Schmillen said that they build houses that fit into the neighborhood.  Mayor Swanson asked about the application and selection process for the family.  Administrator Woodruff talked about the lot that they are interested in.  Boening Brothers, Paul Sellers and Krengel Brothers will donate their labor to bring the water and sewer to the lot.  It was the general consensus of the council that this is a good idea and it will also generate some tax revenue.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 8-2-09 selling EDA lot to Habitat for Humanity.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.

Mike Johnson – M & M Insurance  

Mike Johnson reviewed the insurance package with the council.  

Old Business

A. Hickory Tech update – Paul Bertino – Notice of Intent to Franchise

Paul Bertino stated that Hickory Tech would like to expand cable services to Mapleton.  He explained their packages and services.  The majority of the hardware is in place.  Hickory Tech would like to start offering services this spring.  Mayor Swanson asked about quality.  Mr. Bertino explained that there won’t be any rain fade, but there may occasionally be some tiling.  Mayor Swanson asked about technical assistance.  Councilor Donovan asked about service in comparison to dish services like Direct TV or Dish Network.  Administrator Woodruff asked about a local access channel.  Mr. Bertino stated that they are just starting to roll out a new function for a static page listing community events.  Mayor Swanson feels that it would be beneficial to the citizens to have some competition.  A notice of intent to franchise will be published in the paper for the next two weeks.  They will apply for a franchise during that time period.  

New Business

A. Resolution 5-2-09 Special Assessments - utility

Mayor Swanson read the resolution stating that the council believes that a flat rate assessment of $7,510 for the three utilities is a fair and equitable way to assess a property and does increase the property value of a home.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Engineer Sarff has been out of the office and has not looked at this yet.  Administrator Woodruff explained that this is an attempt to make the assessments fair and equable for each resident.  It was the general consensus of the council that going to a flat rate is fair for everybody.  Councilor Christian and Mayor Swanson both felt that seven percent increase per year was fair.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 5-3-09 approving change to the utility portion of the special assessment policy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 6-2-09 M&M Insurance

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 6-2-09 accepting insurance bid from M & M Insurance.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.

C. Well #2 meter Resolution 7-2-09

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Water Operator Johnson and Administrator Woodruff recommended replacing the meter with a drop in meter.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 7-2-09 replacing meter for meter for well #2.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.

D. Leonard Gartner sewer line

Administrator Woodruff explained the situation with the sewer line.  Since there isn’t a manhole, we would have to dig down to the line to televise it.  Sewer Operator Bartholomew had suggested that since there isn’t any issue with the sewer line on Highway 22, it could be lined at a later time.  Since there is an issue with this line, it could be done instead.  Councilor Donovan remembered that it was decided that the line on First Ave SW wasn’t going to be done because the street is still in good shape.  Councilor Donovan agreed with digging to televise the line and then evaluate the status of the line.  He did not want to cut back the section of sewer line on Highway 22.  It was the general consensus of the council to televise the line on First Ave SW soon to find out what the issue is.  

Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson invited the council to the next Mayor Clerk meeting on March 12, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.  It will be at Token BBQ.  

· Administrator Woodruff noted that the March 16th council meeting would be moved to March 17th.  There will be two public hearings that night.        

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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