CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 21, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger; Coleen Lindemann and Shelly Holt

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan questioned several bills.  He requested the Gartner Garage and Kaduce Tire bills be discussed under miscellaneous.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 7/7/09

B. Bills totaling  $79,534.93

C. Zoning minutes and permits

D. Letter from engineer regarding aggregate base on project

E. Letter from MNDOT – right-of-way encroachment

F. Reception for Colleen Landkamer

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, Liquor

Adopt Agenda

Rural Tax District was added as Old Business item B.

Fire Truck Update was added as Old Business item C.

Drain tile MNDOT Project was added as New Business item E.

Cub Cadet Lawn Mower Repair was added as New Business item F.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Coleen Lindemann – Update on Town and Country Days

Coleen Lindemann presented an update on Town and Country Days.  Most of the reports were positive and people were happy with where the events were moved.  The only complaints were from the neighboring residents.  Mrs. Lindemann requested that they hold the celebration in the same place next year.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Donovan had also heard good comments about the location.  Mrs. Lindemann asked if they could use half of the block of 100 Main Street East.  The Town and Country Days Committee would like to move their electrical to the library park.  The council was very much in favor of this change.  Mayor Swanson asked if it was possible to have the parade pass by the nursing home.  Mrs. Lindemann explained why it is difficult to do that.        

Shelly Holt – St. Teresa Alcohol permit and blocking off the 100 block of First Ave NW.  

St. Teresa’s and St. John’s are holding a block party on August 15th.  They requested a temporary liquor license and to close the 100 block of First Ave NW.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the temporary liquor permit and closing the 100 block of First Ave NW.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A. Resolution 30-07-09 Replacing Impellers at Lift Station 

Administrator Woodruff reported that ceramic coating would only extend the life of the pumps two or three years.  Tri-State Pump recommended replacing two of the pumps now and replacing the third next year when they do the annual inspection.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 30-07-09 approving pump repairs at a cost of  $6597.38.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

B.  Rural Tax District 

Administrator Woodruff stated that William Keller and Bob Nienow have requested that their taxes be reduced because they own agricultural land.  Administrator Woodruff explained the prepared information.  If the council adjusts the tax rate for the agricultural land, the rest of the residents would have to make up the difference.  Mayor Swanson would like to wait to make a decision until we receive from the county the amount of discount that they receive from the ditch taxes.  It was the consensus of the council to table this until more information is received.  

C. Fire Truck update

Administrator Woodruff reported that the new fire truck is leaving Pennsylvania on Thursday.  Fire Chief Langworthy submitted a list of additional equipment that the new truck needs.  The total amount is under the budgeted amount.  Councilor Etherington felt that if the fire department needs this equipment, then they should have it.  

New Business

A. Pro Active Plan for Emerald Ash Borer  

Administrator Woodruff presented a proposal to take a proactive approach to monitor the health of the ash trees.  The plan includes removing the distressed trees and replanting with other species of trees.  She also intends to involve the school science department to help monitor trees and service organizations to help replant trees.  There was a discussion about the trees on private property.  Mayor Swanson felt that it was good that we are being proactive rather than reactive.  It was the general consensus of the council to proceed with the plan.    
B. Request from U.S. Cable – letter of support
The council felt that a letter of support should be written because there are still people in town who have U.S. Cable as their cable service provider.  Administrator Woodruff will send a letter of support for the fiber ring.  

C. Refunding 2002 Bond to reduce interest rate

Monte Eastvold recommended refunding the G.O. Refunding Bonds of 2002 because it would save the city $28,696 in interest.  It was the consensus of the council to refund the bond.  

D. Resolution 32-07-09 School Flasher System  

Administrator Woodruff explained that the school flashers were pulled from the Highway 30 project.  Mike Kunkel submitted a proposal to replace the flashing light by the school.  There is also a proposal for the conduit for a flashing light by the fire station and for the light on the flag in Proehl Park.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 32-07-09 approving school flasher system and conduit for Third Avenue and Second Avenue be installed at a cost of $13,750.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

E. Drain Tile MNDOT Project

Administrator Woodruff explained that the drain tile between 705 Silver Street East and 801 Silver Street East has collapsed.  Both residents have been in several times asking what can be done.  Mike Schmitz put together a cost estimate of $3,000 to fix the tile.  Councilor Donovan felt that this is not a city issue because it is on private property.  The council did not feel that the city should be cost sharing it since it is a private line.  Councilor Schultz felt that everyone who is contributing to it should pay for the repair.  Administrator Woodruff stated that no one knows who put the tile line in or where it goes.  Councilor Schultz stated that the council should not do it because of a setting precedent.  It was the consensus of the council that the residents could set up a payment plan for paying for this tile line.  Councilor Donovan asked if it was a vacated alley because then it becomes the property owner’s responsibility.    
F. Cub Cadet repairs

Administrator Woodruff reported that the cub cadet lawn mower has 450 hours on it.  The Public Works department looks at replacing this mower after 500 hours.  It is scheduled for replacement next year if the council approves the plan.  It was the consensus of the council to repair the lawn mower.    

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Donovan expressed concern about the amount of the repairs needed to drive the old fire truck in one parade.  Councilor Donovan asked if the city or if the relief association owns the truck.  If the city owns the truck, then the city should look at selling it to the relief association.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city is looking at every department for places to cut expenses.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the fire department.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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