CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, July 18, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Gary Boening, George Leary, Angie Besco, Andy Bobrytzke-Midwest Wireless, Brenda Stoltzman, Jola Walker, Harvard Jaeck

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 6/11/06

B) Bills

C) Gambling Report June

D) June water pumping report


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –

Adopt Agenda

Parking on Lincoln was added as New Business item D.

Resolution 59-07-06 was added as New Business item E.

Resolution 60-07-06 was added as New Business item F.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Presentations- visitor presentation

Church representatives regarding parking lot between churches

Gary Boening reported that the churches had met.  Their main concern is the electric poles and the telephone pedestals.  It would be eight to ten weeks before the electric poles would be moved.  Mr. Boening said it would be ideal if they could get the poles moved and the storm sewer put in this year.  Harvard Jaeck asked when the storm sewer would be installed.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the city engineers said it would be ok to just do the storm sewer this year.  Mr. Boening asked if the engineer was going to do the percent grading to get the water to the catch basins.  He had a quote for two inches of asphalt on the parking areas and three inches in the alley.  Mr. Boening asked if this was ok or if the city was going to require anything different.  Councilor Johnson asked if they were going to do the parking area on the west end off of First Ave NW.  Mr. Boening replied that it was not discussed at the joint church meeting because it only pertained to the Lutheran Church.  There was a discussion of when the city would do the street.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the city engineer to get a timeline on the storm sewer.  She will bring back a new proposal to the next council meeting.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.

Eric Besco – assessment question

Angie Besco asked why her assessment was determined by measuring back 30 feet from the front property line.  Councilor Warner said it is to make the assessments more equitable because of triangular shaped lots.  Mrs. Besco asked if the land in the backyards is figured into the assessment also.  Administrator Woodruff said this was designed to be fair on pie-shaped lots.  She stated that the Besco’s actually have one of the largest lots on the block, but have a very small front footage.  Mrs. Besco asked if a sidewalk would be put in.  The council replied that there are not plans for that at this time.

Andy Bobrytzke-Midwest Wireless lease, questions from Councilor Johnson

Andy Bobrytzke said that Midwest Wireless is trying to improve their coverage in town.  They have the zoning approved to build a tower just west of Mapleton.  There are several government bodies involved with the approval process.  The water tower lease is just a backup plan.  He passed around a picture of the shelter, which would be a permanent building.  Mr. Bobrytzke provided answers to most of Councilor Johnson’s prepared questions.  His goal was to get this set up as a backup plan and then terminate the lease if their primary site gets approved.  Administrator Woodruff pointed out that the city had approved a lease agreement with Hickory Tech, but then they built elsewhere.  Councilor Donovan didn’t like the idea of adding a building to the park.  He wanted to see shrubbery to soften the look.  He also didn’t want to see a propane tank there.  Mr. Bobrytzke explained that they haven’t built one with a permanent generator for a long time.  They usually bring in a portable generator if it is needed.  Mayor Swanson asked about the building.  Mr. Bobrytzke explained some different sites.  It was the consensus of the council to have Administrator Woodruff work out the language in the lease with Mr. Bobrytzke.  They should have the lease back for council approval next month.  

Public Hearing – Vacate Mound Ave, Resolution 57-07-06 Vacating Mound Ave

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:56 p.m.  Mayor Swanson asked for comments.  There were no objections from those present.  Harvard Jaeck talked about the trees in the boulevard to the north of his property.  Brenda Stoltzman said that Steve Birr’s garage was built encroaching two feet into Mound Avenue.  Administrator Woodruff noted that when the street is vacated, it would be split between each abutting property owner.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 8:00 p.m.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 57-07-06 vacating Mound Ave of Plymats Addition.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

Administrator Woodruff will record this at Blue Earth County and also record the unrecorded vacated alley.  

Old Business

A. S.W. Project Clarification

· Administrator Woodruff reported that one resident was very angry that they couldn’t have their driveway width as wide as they wanted it.  Administrator Woodruff found the workshop minutes where this had previously been discussed.  The council had discussed that the residents could have the driveway as wide as possible, but that the city would only pay for 32 feet.  Administrator Woodruff said that the city would put in the 32 feet and every thing over that would be at the resident’s cost.  Engineer Coudron was surprised that the city council allowed wider than 32 feet.  Administrator Woodruff said that the city has allowed this in the past.

· Administrator Woodruff stated that when residents are on temporary water, they are billed for the same amount of water that they used the same quarter the previous year.  

B. Resolution 58-07-06 Recodification of Ordinance

Mayor Swanson asked for comments.  Administrator Woodruff said that the proposal is to receive twenty hard cover copies.  She thought that we would only need seven copies since there will also be a disk.  Councilor Donovan stated that this quote was for a base price and asked how much more it would cost.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the price was based on 300 pages.  Councilor Donovan asked why the Zoning Ordinance wasn’t included.  Administrator Woodruff said that the Zoning Ordinance wasn’t included because it was recodified in the mid 1990’s.  Councilor Donovan felt that the Zoning Ordinance should be done also.  Councilor Donovan asked about changes made after recodification.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they would update it annually for a fee.  Councilor Donovan felt that the cost could be kept down if it was recodified every six years.  Administrator Woodruff talked about what terrible shape the ordinance book is in.  Administrator Woodruff said there was a law change about non-conforming use.  Councilor Johnson stated that the city has been setting aside recodifying the ordinance book for a number of years.  It was the consensus of the council to get an estimate to include the Zoning Ordinance.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 58-07-06 for a price estimate for including the Zoning Ordinance.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Revised Water & Sewer Ordinance

Administrator Woodruff said that Deputy Clerk Olsen had gone through the ordinance last year.  Water Operator Johnson had reviewed the changes.  Administrator Woodruff was going to wait until the ordinances were recodfied, but we need to address some curb stop situations in town.  There are some water services that cannot be shut off.  Councilor Johnson commented that several items have been deleted.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there were items in the ordinance that we didn’t do, such as giving out permits.  Councilor Warner had a problem with the residents being responsible for the line out to the main.  He felt there was quite a bit of cost involved with restoring the road if one needed to replace a line out to the main.  Councilor Warner suggested changing the ordinance so the resident is responsible from the curb stop to the house.  Councilor Donovan agreed.  Councilor Warner also felt that the resident should be responsible for the curb stop.  Councilor Donovan asked if it would be the same for the sewer line.  Councilor Warner said yes because the sewer is deeper.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the ordinance was changed to resolve some curb stop box issues.  She stated that the ordinance could be changed to Councilor Warner’s suggestion, but that not many cities do it that way.  Mayor Swanson asked how many have had to dig out to the street in the past.  Administrator Woodruff said that it happens, but not very often.  Councilor Warner said that his service line broke due to settling.  Councilor Donovan stated that the resident already paid for the street and water main as an assessment.  He recommended changing the ordinance.  It was the consensus of the council to rewrite the ordinance and bring it back to the next meeting.  

B. Jeff Taylor water service line

Administrator Woodruff explained what had happened to the service line at 313 Main Street East.  She also said that the city paid for a similar repair in 2001 for a problem at the abutting property.  Mayor Swanson asked why the city paid for the repair in 2001.  Administrator Woodruff thought that it was determined at the time that the installation was wrong.  There was a discussion of the proposed changes to the current ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff thought that these repairs were made to the street side of the curb box.  Councilor Johnson asked if there were other issues in that area.  Councilor Warner said that the street had sunk.  Councilor Donovan suggested that the council wait to make a decision on this until after the ordinance is changed.  There was a discussion of some curb box tops that are above the sidewalk.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to table this request at this time.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. Yard of the Month for August 
Councilor Donovan requested an updated list of the winners.  Florence Proehl was selected as the August Yard of the Month recipient.  

D. Parking on Lincoln St. SW

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew asked if the council would like more parking on Lincoln Street next to Heritage Park.  Administrator Woodruff explained the proposal.  It is estimated that this would add approximately ten more parking spots.  Councilor Warner thought that would be expensive.  Councilor Treanor thought there was ample parking there currently.  Councilor Donovan stated that Water Operator Johnson had mentioned it to him.  He thought this was a good idea that the council should consider.  Mayor Swanson asked why this idea didn’t come up when the plans were being made.  Administrator Woodruff said there is additional parking across Central Ave S on Lincoln.  There was a discussion of adding more parking there.  There was a discussion of the change order costs.  It was the consensus of the council to not install more parking at this time.  

E. Resolution 59-07-06 Part-time Bartender

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 59-07-06 hiring Amy Robbins as a part time bartender at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   Councilor Warner wanted to note that the city isn’t adding any hours, just more people to fill current shifts.  Administrator Woodruff said this person would just work through the summer to fill in for vacations.  

F. Resolution 60-07-06 Scheduled Part-time Police

Administrator Woodruff stated that this was discussed at the police quarterly meeting.  Chief Honsey proposed having one dependable part-timer rather than five different ones.  He will have one on a set schedule and fill in with the other part time officers.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 60-07-06 approving Robert Roelofs as a scheduled part time police officer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous
· Administrator Woodruff reminded the council of the upcoming budget workshop.

· Councilor Johnson talked more about the water tower lease.  She is still not excited about a twenty-five year lease.  Councilors Warner and Donovan thought that she raised a lot of good questions.  Councilor Johnson would like notification that it is coming up for renewal.  Councilor Johnson talked about the frustration with the cable lease.  She encouraged the council to drive by two locations in Mankato to look at the buildings at the base of the water towers.  Councilor Johnson does not want a building unless there is landscaping.  Councilor Donovan thought that a new Heritage Park sign could partly cover the building.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor
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