CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, December 18, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:04 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Donovan arrived and 7:50.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen     

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Lee Manthei, Richard Nienow and David Trio

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 12-4-07 and 12-12-07

B) Bills totaling $326,072.04

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) Bill adjustments from Bolton and Menk

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park and Liquor 

Adopt Agenda

Lee Manthei and Richard Nienow were added to visitor presentations.

Solicitor’s License was added as New Business item H.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Ditch 57

Richard Nienow, Lee Manthei and David Trio presented information about the history and possible improvements to Ditch 57.  Landowners on the west side of Mapleton may petition the county to open up portions of the ditch so that the water from larger rains drains away faster.  The landowners east of Mapleton are concerned that changes may cause them to have standing water issues.  Any improvements made to ditch 57 may cost the city a considerable amount of money and the city will receive very little, if any, benefit.  City storm water and treated sewer water does dump into ditch 57.  Mr. Nienow would like the city to be more involved and possibility work with the city engineer from Bolton and Menk.  Council members were invited to a meeting on January 7th to work on alternatives to opening up the ditch.  A representative from the city was also invited to a ditch meeting on December 19th.  All of the visitors thanked the council for their time.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the county would hold several public meetings before a decision is made about the ditch improvements.  County Commissioner Bruender would be willing to attend the next council meeting to discuss this issue.  Councilor Treanor felt that if the city would be assessed a large amount of money and receive no benefit, then Bolton and Menk should develop a plan.  Councilor Schultz also felt that Bolton and Menk should be involved.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that Engineer Coudron and herself attend the meeting on December 19th to hear more information and tour part of the ditch.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Duncansons had talked to her about this and would like to attend a council meeting to discuss their position.  It was the consensus of the council to involve Engineer Coudron.   

Old Business

A.  Resolution 95-10-07 Generator Maintenance Agreement 

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff explained that this is the updated resolution to include prices to service all three-city generators rather than just the filter plant generator.  Councilor Schultz asked if this was just for one year or if multi year. Administrator Woodruff replied that it was for just one year.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 95-10-07 approving generator maintenance agreement from Generator Systems for the three city generators in the amount of $950.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Resolution 110-12-07 Adopting Final 2008 Tax Levy

Mayor Swanson asked what the total levy increase was.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is 1.19%.  The proposed statement that was sent out was an 11.5% increase.  The final tax statement should show a substantial decrease.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 110-12-07 adopting the final 2008 tax levy in the amount of $473,622.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan.  Motion carried.     

B. Resolution 112-12-07 Addition to Flex Spending Plan 

Administrator Woodruff explained the flexible spending plan.  This new addition is for daycare.  Employees will not be able to get reimbursed for expenses until the money is in the account.  Therefore, there is no liability for the city.  Mayor Swanson asked what the advantage is.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it reduces the employee’s taxes.  Councilor Schultz confirmed that it couldn’t be spent until the money is in the account.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 112-12-07 approving dependent day care flexible spending plan with a maximum limit of $5,000 per full time employee per year.    Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution 113-12-07 Resignation of Taylor Martin

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Mayor Swanson noted that Taylor Martin has taken a full time position with the Jackson Police Department.  Councilor Schultz asked how many part timers are left.  Administrator Woodruff stated that we are getting low and Chief Honsey will have a recommendation in the near future for additional part time police officers.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 113-12-07 accepting resignation of Taylor Martin.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

D. Snow Removal

Administrator Woodruff stated that Councilor Treanor had asked how snow removal works by the churches.  Councilor Treanor does not like all of the snow piled on the new parking lot and feels that it is too congested there now.  Administrator Woodruff explained the inconsistencies with the current snow plowing plan.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew would like to see things more uniform.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Paul Sellers had approached her about the parking area on the north side of the school.  Councilors Etherington and Schultz felt that the city should do the snow removal on the north side of the school because it is a safety issue.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the church parking area is different since most of that is private and just the alley belongs to the city.  Mayor Swanson expressed concern that the United Church would be the only church not to receive any benefit with the new snow plowing policy.  It was the consensus of the council that the Lutheran and Catholic Church parking lot is different since the city’s alley goes down the middle of it.  It was the consensus of the council for the city to plow all areas listed in the prepared information.  There was a discussion about a snow emergency policy.  

E. Email from county

Administrator Woodruff explained that in 1999 the city did a storm sewer assessment and the county received all of the notices and paid their portion without protest.  There was another storm sewer assessment and the county paid three years of it before they protested.  There is an agreement from 1985 that says that HRA houses will not be assessed.  The HRA houses were not assessed in the 2006 project because they protested at the proper time.  Councilors Schultz, Treanor and Etherington all felt that the HRA units should not be able to get out of assessments.  Councilor Schultz would like to see a copy of the agreement.  Mayor Swanson asked about the other cities that have HRA houses.  It was the consensus of the council to not refund their assessments.

F. MNDOT Project – parking on Highway 30

It was the consensus of the council to not allow any parking along Highway 30 after the project is completed.  This would save the city over $100,000.  The council also expressed safety concerns with parking along Highway 30 since there has been one death in the past.  Administrator Woodruff counted the cars from Protein Sources to Highway 22 and there are 20-24 cars each day.  

G. Change meeting date for first meeting in January

It was the consensus of the council to hold the next meeting at 6:00 p.m. on January 2, 2008.    

H.   Solicitors License

Police Chief Honsey checked and could not find any problems with the applicant.  This person would like to start knocking on doors tomorrow for one week.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is very difficult to deny these requests.  Mayor Swanson expressed concern about elderly people and high-pressure sales people.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to grant a solicitor’s license to Conrad Jarosh for one week.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:18 p.m. 

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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