  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 18, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.       

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, Steve Current-Planning and Zoning Board Chair, Paul Smit-Screamin’ Eagle Grill, Judd Schultz-MVAC, Nicole Christainsen-Mankato Free Press, Larry Johnson

Adopt Agenda

May 20th Workshop was added as New Business item L.

Access Article was added as New Business item M.

Methamphetamine House discussion was scheduled for 8:00 p.m.

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson asked if Administrator Woodruff was involved in conversations about the proposed phosphorous issues.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew has been to meetings about this.  Currently, the city has no phosphorous problems.

Councilor Warner asked if the closed well was on city property.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it was.

Mayor Swanson asked about the thank you note from Mrs. Baarts.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it was a park bench memorial for her husband.  Water Operator Johnson provided further information about the bench memorial.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 5/04/04

B) Bills

C) Letter to Margaret Schultz

D) Letter to Maple River School

E) Cost-Share-Well sealing

F) Small Cities letter on phosphorus

G) Thank you from Mrs. Baarts

H) Web Report

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

E) Police Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

7:15 Zoning Permits

Paul Smit-Time and Temp Sign

Paul Smit, Screamin’ Eagle Grill, presented his proposal for a scrolling time, temp and message sign.  The sign would be mounted flush against the building above the windows.  Steve Current, Planning and Zoning Board Chairman, stated that it was the consensus of the zoning board to recommend the city council grant Paul Smit a conditional use permit for this sign.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to grant a conditional use permit for the time and temperature scrolling sign.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  


Kelly & Larry Johnson – Fence

Administrator Woodruff noted that there is an existing fence on the property line.  There is no documentation that the city originally gave permission for the fence to be on the property line with the city park.  The zoning board just wanted to make sure that there is documentation for the fence to be on the property line.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the permit of Larry and Kelly Johnson to replace the fence that is located on the property line adjacent to the city park.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.


Bruce Sellers Fence

Councilor Warner noted that the property owners need to prove a hardship before a variance should be granted.  The council and zoning board chairman Current discussed various setback footages and fence heights.  Councilor Warner expressed concern about setting precedence.  He also noted that if the fence is allowed as presented (4 feet high and 2 feet from the sidewalk on the west side of his property), then there should be an amendment to the zoning ordinance.  Chairman Current felt that these situations needed to be addressed on an individual basis.  The council discussed if the fence would inhibit visibility along Central Ave N.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to grant the variance since they didn’t see it as being a traffic hazard from the alley or Smith St. East to allow the fence to be two feet off the property line and four feet high.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  


Approve Zoning Minutes and permits

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to approve the zoning minutes and permits for May 10, 2004.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

7:45 Glen Coudron-Bolton and Menk-Liquor Store Parking Lot

Glen Coudron from Bolton and Menk presented revised prelimary cost estimate and a possible project schedule to the council.  The preliminary cost estimate to reconstruct the entire parking lot and alley is $122,500.  The preliminary cost estimate to reconstruct the bad areas and overlay the rest is $89,900.  The council discussed the options presented to them.  The council talked about assessing the cost of the alley to the abutting property owners.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 37-5-04 ordering preparation of feasibility report of total reconstruction of the parking lot and alley.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

Old Business


Methamphetamine House

Administrator Woodruff prepared a clandestine drug lab ordinance.  The council reviewed the ordinance.  Councilor Johnson asked about a fee schedule.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Ordinance 2600, Cleanup of Clandestine Drug Lab sites and Chemical Dump Sites, contingent upon review by the city attorney and adding in liability and fines.  All voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.  

It was the consensus of the council to send out the letter included in the council packet to businesses that sell products used in the manufacture of Methamphetamine.  

The council reviewed the report from Bay West regarding the amount of contamination in the house.  Judd Schultz from MVAC presented a program that they have to rehabilitate houses to sell to low and moderate-income families.  He explained all of the requirements of the program.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city could use EDA money to purchase the house and then deed the property to MVAC.  The city could put a sleeping lien on the property to get the money back.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to have MVAC do a feasibility study for the property located at 304 Lincoln St. SW.  All voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.
New Business

a) Resolution 32-5-04 Donation T&C Days 

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 32-5-04 accepting donations totaling $7,500 from the Mapleton Area Chamber of Commerce Charitable Gambling for Town and Country Days.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

b) Resolution 33-5-04 Cleaning Sewer Lines   

The council reviewed the two quotes to televise and clean sewer lines in selected areas of town.  There was a discussion about sharing services with Amboy.  The City of Amboy asked to do some “time trading” to use Mapleton’s street sweeper.  The council is opposed to driving the sweeper to Amboy.  There was a discussion about areas in Mapleton that needed to be swept and that water should be used in the sweeper when it is run.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 33-5-04 approving sewer line cleaning and televising for 2004 from the City of Amboy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

c) Resolution 34-5-04 Sidewalk replacement and policy  

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew recommended changing the sidewalk policy to read the city will put up to and not to exceed $1.75 per square foot for the area needed.  Currently the policy stated the city would pay for 50 percent of the project costs.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to make the recommended change to the sidewalk policy.  All voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.  

The council discussed the sidewalk areas listed to be fixed.  The council requested names of the people who own the properties listed.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 34-5-04 approving sidewalk replacement for 2004 with the stipulation that quotes are obtained before the work is performed.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

d) Animal Ordinance revision (recodification process) 

Administrator Woodruff explained that the cat ordinance was not changed just combined with the dog ordinance.  The council made a couple of small changes to the ordinance.  The council liked the format used for the changes.  It was the consensus of the council that the animal ordinance revision was ok.  

e) Nuisance letters sent out

Administrator Woodruff gave an update on the nuisance letters and car notices that were sent out.  

f) Amendment to ordinance on truck and trailers

Mayor Swanson had asked Administrator Woodruff to review the ordinance to see if something could be done with the situation at 302 Smith Court.  After some discussion Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to approve the changes to the ordinance involving parking of vehicles on city streets.  All voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.  

g) Resolution 35-5-04 Sign faces for Liquor Store   

Councilor Cox asked if the city had done business with either company in the past.  Flatline Designs did the design on the police car.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 35-5-04 approving acrylic faces for the Liquor Store signs from Mankato Sign Service in the amount of $1,113.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

h) Resolution 36-5-04 Installing Catch basins    

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew contacted both Paul Sellers and Boenings to get quotes to install the catch basins.  Both are too busy and did not want to give a quote.  The state paid for the castings.  There are other catch basins that will need to be repaired in the future.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 36-5-04 approving the replacement of two catch basins on Silver Street.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

i) Request to remove sidewalk-Joe and Gina Massop

Joe and Gina Massop of 302 Second Ave SE requested to remove the sidewalk on the Second Ave side of their property.  There was discussion that there is only about sixty feet at the south end of the 300 block of Second Ave SE that does not have sidewalk.  Councilor Cox argued that letting Bruce Sellers remove the sidewalk in front of his house set a precedent.  The council discussed the fact that the Sellers sidewalk only covered 30 feet of his boulevard and ended, thus servicing no other property on the block.   The Massop sidewalk does continue on past their property line and services most of the block.  There was a discussion about how the development policy has no requirement for sidewalk.  Councilor Cox brought up the fact that some property owners will have to pay for sidewalk maintenance and replacement and others do not have public sidewalk on their boulevards that they are required to maintain.  Councilor Warner noted that in the case of Sellers sidewalk, it was a temporary action; he might be required to put sidewalk in the boulevard in front of his house in the future.  There was a discussion about liability issues with sidewalks.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to grant the Massop request to remove the sidewalk on the Second Avenue side of their property.  Councilor Cox voted in favor thereof.  Councilors Treanor, Warner, Johnson and Mayor Swanson voted against the motion.  Motion failed.  

j) Yard of the Month Drawing

Don Landsteiner was drawn as the yard of the month winner.  

k) May 20th Workshop

Mayor Swanson noted there would be a workshop that day dealing with land use and how it affects water quality.
l) Access Article

Councilor Johnson distributed a copy of an article about how states could be sued due to lack of handicapped accessibility.  She was concerned about access to the library.  Councilor Warner felt the bathrooms at City Hall would not be hard to modify.     

m) Dance/Baton lessons

Megan Warmka put up flyers about having dance and baton lessons in the city parks in Mapleton, Minnesota Lake, Amboy and Good Thunder.  She did not get permission from any of the cities to do this.  This is not through community education.  There was a discussion that this is being done as a private business.  The council also discussed that the park shelter will be tied up for several days during the summer.  Ms. Warmka would need to provide a certificate of liability insurance.  There was discussion about charging a fee for renting the park and charging for any damages that occur.  It was the consensus of the council to not allow these dance and baton lessons to take place in Heritage Park.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the administration staff does get several requests to reserve the park shelter.  There was a discussion that it might be a good idea to start a reservation system for the park shelter.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:58 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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