CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, December 4, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen     

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger,  Harvard Jaeck, Alan Albrecht, Jay DeLeon
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 11/20/07

B) Bills 

C) Fire Dept Quarterly

D) Article about Chief Honsey and DARE

E) Letter from Auditors

F) Letter to Contractor’s Edge

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street and Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
6:30 p.m. Public Hearing on Proposed Assessment

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 6:35 p.m.  

Alan Albrecht asked for clarification regarding interest and paying off assessment early.

Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 6:45 p.m.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 111-12-07 adopting assessments for the First Avenue N.W. and adjoining alley project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

7:00 p.m. Public Hearing-Truth in Taxation

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:00 p.m.

Jay DeLeon question increased in business property taxes, Councilor Donovan questioned why the property taxes had to be paid all in one year instead of gradually considering the hugh increase.

Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:11 p.m.

Old Business

A. 2008 Budget  
Mayor Swanson stated budget looks good.  Councilor Donovan commended the city staff on having only a 2 % increase on the General Fund Tax Levy for 2008 .
New Business

A. Resolution 107-12-07 Approving ATM Machine

Mayor Swanson stated outlined reasons to for getting an ATM  Machine were all good reasons.  Councilor Schultz inquired if the city would stop accepting checks.  Administrator Woodruff answered maybe in a few years.  Councilor Etherington asked if we had to buy the machine or if renting is an option.  Administrator Woodruff explained that buying is definitely cheaper.  Councilor Donovan questioned if a separate phone line would be needed and how much that would cost.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 107-12-07 purchasing an ATM machine for the Liquor Store at a cost of $5,500.00 and the service fee set at $1.25 per transaction excluding the Pioneer Bank Shazam card and a dedicated phone line be installed for the ATM machine.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.     

B. Resolution 108-12-07 Accepting Evaluation and step increase

  Councilor Schultz inquired how much of an increase each step is.  Administrator Woodruff stated 3% would be the increase.  Councilor Etherington stated 3% is not a lot in this day and age.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 108-12-07 accepting evaluations and step increase on the wage scale the first full payroll in January 2008.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution 109-12-07 Library Carpet

Councilor Schultz questioned if the payment for the carpet could come out of the 2007 endowment.  City Administrator Woodruff noted concern Nordaas has regarding the quarter round and the possibility that may need to be replaced causing an added expense.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 109-12-07 purchasing new carpet for the library from Nordaas at a cost of $2,500.19.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan,  Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  None.  Obstained Etherington.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

A. Discussed sidewalk snow removal  and possibly starting a street snow emergency policy.
B. Councilor Donovan questioned if the Fire Department has purchased pagers yet.

C. Workshop set-up for December 12th at 6:30 p.m. to discuss relations with Bolton & Menk and to discuss Highway 30 project.

Mayor Swanson recessed the meeting at 7:35 p.m. to Mayor’s house.
Recorded by Lynn Glarner.
__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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