CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

September 7, 2010

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Water Operator Johnson 

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Melissa Anne-Chamber Coordinator

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  Motion carried with a three-fourths vote.  
A. Minutes 8/17/10 and workshop 8/31/10

B. Bills totaling  $77,668.11

C. Media Release Greater Mankato Growth

D. Staff Written Reports

Adopt Agenda

Community education was added as New Business item C.

Sidewalk by Heritage Park was added as New Business item D.  

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported that Sellers Construction finished the Highway 22 water main project.  He has been busy m owing, working in the park and preparing for fall.  Mayor Swanson asked about the leaf schedule.  Water Operator Johnson commented that he has a busy next few weeks with reading water meters, flushing water mains and leaf pickup.  Councilor Donovan asked about the vandalism in the park.  

Liquor

Liquor Assistant Strehlo noted that the beer distributors are raising prices again.  She felt that business is picking up.  Councilor Donovan asked if the deck turned out satisfactory.  

Police

Police Chief Honsey noted that one of the in car video camera was having problems.  The company replaced it at no cost.  Blue Earth County police chief’s association has been formed.  Councilor Donovan asked about the video camera.  

Chamber

Melissa Anne said that the year of their coordinator experiment has ended.  She presented an update on the Chamber’s summer activities.  Ms. Anne showed the council the recent chamber PR piece.  She talked about a brainstorming session.    

Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports and to keep up the good work.  

New Business

A. Resolution 31-9-10 2011 Proposed budget
The council reviewed the proposed budget.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Donovan questioned line items.  There was a discussion about the LGA.  Councilor Schultz noted that Administrator Woodruff had already cut $74,000 from the state certified LGA amount.  He also noted that the council needs to decide if they are ok with the fifteen percent increase that was the consensus at the budget workshop.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 31-9-10 adopting the proposed budget and tax levy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

B. FEMA 
Administrator Woodruff summarized the prepared information.  The city could receive up to $4,364.48 for storm damage in June.  Mayor Swanson thanked the staff for their work.    

C.   Community Education
Administrator Woodruff reported that community education did not use the money this summer because not enough kids signed up for the programs.  Community Ed requested that the money be used for equipment for summer sports.  She also requested next year’s funds be used for summer sports next year.  Administrator Woodruff expressed concern as to where to draw the line for donating to summer sports since the community ed summer sports was only serving boys this year.  The council discussed various options.  It was the consensus of the council that community education should keep the money from this year to be used for next summer’s community education program and no donation will be given to them next year.    

D. Sidewalk by Heritage Park  
Administrator Woodruff reported that she had received a complaint about the city’s sidewalk near Heritage Park.  She recommended fixing that area.  Councilor Donovan asked if this is more of a trip hazard than other areas in town.  Administrator Woodruff explained that if there is a complaint about a particular patch of sidewalk, then the city has more liability to fix that area.  Councilor Donovan asked what happens if we receive more complaints than budget.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they would be prioritized and scheduled for each year.  Councilor Donovan asked if anything could be done with branches that hang over sidewalks.  Administrator Woodruff will call the property owner in question to see if he will trim the trees.  

E. Yard of the Month 
Jeff Annis was chosen as the yard of the month winner.  

Miscellaneous

· The house at 112 Central Ave S will be taken down this fall and a new house will not be built until spring.  Alan Marble asked if it would be ok to have a large hole there until spring.  It was the consensus that it should at least be fenced at the property owner’s expense.

· Mayor Swanson read a thank-you for the flowers for Administrator Woodruff’s mom.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:28 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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