CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday December 2, 2008

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. at the Mapleton Fire Station.

The meeting was closed to discuss a personnel issue.  Mayor Swanson read a statement regarding the closed meeting.  There was an understanding between Karmen Bartholomew to work on better communication and to meet on a more regular basis to iron out differences.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen and Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew

Others present:  Kelly -Maple River Messenger, Rolin Sinn-MNDOT, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, Alan Christian, Bill Keller, Dave Keller, Bob Nienow and Ken Warner.

Public Hearing – Truth in Taxation

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to recess the council meeting and open the public hearing at 7:07 p.m.  All favor voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

Bill Keller, Dave Keller and Bob Nienow expressed frustration at how high the agricultural land in town is taxed.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city does not set the formula for how the different classifications of land are taxed.  The city sets the levy and the county calculates the taxes based on the formula set by the state.  Mayor Swanson suggested that Julie Roisen attend a council meeting to explain the formula.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to end the public hearing.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to open the council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A)  Minutes 11/19/08

B)  Bills

C) Grant request for Leisure Center

D) Letter from Homestead Realty

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Added Resolution 78-12-08 as new business item E.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Rolin Sinn – MNDOT

Rolin Sinn presented an update about the Highway 30 project.  He talked about putting seed or sod in the boulevards that currently are concrete.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city is not in favor of vegetation in places that currently have concrete.  Mr. Sinn felt this would help with encroachment issues.  Engineer Coudron suggested curbing behind the right of way.  Mr. Sinn said that would create drainage problems.  Engineer Coudron gave the council information about cross walk sign options.  There will be a meeting on Thursday with the utility companies.  MNDOT would like the electric poles behind the boulevard and is challenging Xcel to do non-conventional lighting.  Mr. Sinn said it was difficult to fit the utilities in the boulevard because of the storm sewer and sump pump drains.  Mayor Swanson relayed that Dave Pearson from Xcel had attended a council meeting and expressed frustration about the placement of the poles.  Mayor Swanson encouraged MNDOT to resolve their issues with Xcel.  MNDOT is in favor of the Mapleton Elevator’s proposal for a temporary road to provide access to Maple Mart and Protein Sources.  MNDOT is looking at open cutting Highway 22 in May for the sewer pipe.  There will be a detour for about a week.  They are trying to limit the access disruption to the school.  There was a discussion about the detour and staging of the project.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.

 Old Business

A. Review Preliminary Budget

Administrator Woodruff noted the changes as indicated in the packet.  The budget increase will decrease to two percent.  This is the lowest increase to the budget in a long time.  It was the general consensus that the changes looked good.  The final budget will be approved at the next council meeting.    

New Business

A. Update on CIP meeting

Administrator Woodruff reported on the Capitol Improvement Committee meeting that was held earlier in the day.  The committee will review the information and have another meeting in two weeks.    

B. Brochure of Mapleton Library   

Deputy Clerk Olsen put together a brochure for the open house at the library during Snowflake Dazzle.  Mayor Swanson said that it looked good.  

C. Letter from Magic Media - billboard 

Administrator Woodruff reported that the city has spent over $800 in attorney fees for the billboard.  Magic Media wants to work out a deal and has promised to clean up the billboard and put up public service announcements when it is not rented.  It was the general consensus to make sure the billboard is cleaned up before the city signs a new contract with Magic Media.    

D. Bill-Mike Johnson Building

When the sewer line was lined in 1993, a hole was not punched in for the service line. Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to pay the Jetter Clean and Bill’s Hardware bills.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
E. Resolution 78-12-08 land behind fire station

Joe Daly signed the agreement.  Councilor Etherington asked if there is city liability if someone drives into the fire station.  Councilor Donovan stated that the person’s auto insurance would cover that scenario.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 78-12-08 approving use of land behind the fire station.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Miscellaneous

·   Mayor Swanson presented a certificate of appreciation to Councilor Treanor for his 12 years of service on the council.

Mayor Swanson recessed the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  All were invited to his house for the annual Christmas party.  

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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