CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday January 3, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Councilor Treanor was absent.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew

Others present:  Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk, Ron Hummer, Keith McCutchen, Larry Caron, Cheri Landsteiner, Steve Landsteiner, Vicky Schubbe, Mark Schubbe and Rob Stencel.  

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 12-20-05

B)  Bills

C) Public Works quarterly meeting

D) SCDP Status

E) Letter from Xcel Energy

F) Satisfaction of Mortgage

G) MN Dept of Health fee increase

H) November Gambling report

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater/Street report

D) Police report

Adopt Agenda

Added Ron Hummer to Presentations.

Added Jerry Etherington’s sewer to presentations.

Removed Town and Country Days beer garden requirements.

Added Miscellaneous as New Business item B.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations

Dan Sarff and Glen Coudron – Bolton and Menk

The city engineers reviewed a street width map with the council.  The residents that were present questioned the street widths.  The city engineers had also reviewed the county ditch.  It was their opinion that since this area is higher than the pond, the standing water problems occur in isolated areas that don’t drain away.  Larry Caron talked about his layout.  There was much discussion about the pond possibly being located to the west of the houses on the 400 block of Third Ave SW.  The engineers would like a decision soon about the street widths.  There was a discussion about putting a one half cul-de-sac bubble on Lincoln so that the snowplow could turn around there.  It was the general consensus of the council that Lincoln and Third Ave SW should be 36 feet wide.  The 400 block of Lincoln St. SW and all of the rest of the streets in the proposed construction would be 34 feet wide.  City Engineers Sarff and Coudron will work with the city to obtain easements for a storm sewer pipe to go from the new wet pond to the existing dry pond.  The engineers will return in two weeks to discuss this further.  

Ron Hummer – SW project

Ron Hummer asked questions about the difference between front and side yard footage assessments.  Administrator Woodruff explained the special assessment policy.  Mr. Hummer also asked about the interest rate.  Administrator Woodruff explained that no decision has been made yet, but the council is looking at a one to two percent above the bond rate.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending.

Jerry Etherington Sewer

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew informed the council that Mr. Etherington was having trouble with his septic system.  Administrator Woodruff did not know why he wasn’t forced to connect to the city sewer and water when they were installed on Fourth Ave SE.  The city ordinance states that one has to hook up to city water and sewer if it goes by your house.  Councilor Warner felt that there might be unsanitary conditions with the present septic system.  There was a discussion that he also had his own well.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to have Jerry Etherington connect to the sanitary sewer.  Administrator Woodruff will contact him.  

New Business

A.  Resolution 1-1-06

Administrator Woodruff requested a fee for the fireworks permit.  There was a discussion about last year’s fireworks sales.  It was the consensus to set this at $25, the same as a peddler’s license.  Councilor Johnson requested that the city shop commissioner title be change to Public Works Department Commissioner.  Councilor Johnson questioned if some non-resident, inactive members of the EDA and Beautification Committee should be replaced.  Mayor Swanson suggested that letters be sent out to see if they are still interested.  Administrator Woodruff suggested reviewing the membership at the next EDA meeting and Cathy Pluym could review the Beautification list.  Councilor Donovan felt that Erik Olsen should be removed from the Park Board since he no longer lives in town.  Councilor Donovan stated that Elsie Hanson would be willing to fill that position.  It was the consensus to substitute Mrs. Hanson for Mr. Olsen.  Councilor Donovan felt that a member of the fire department should be on the facility board.  Administrator Woodruff will ask Fire Chief Samuelson if he or another officer would like to be on this board.  There was a discussion as to who would chair this committee.  Councilor Warner suggested that Administrator Woodruff not be a voting member of the committees that she is on.  Mayor Swanson noted that the fire department captain’s salary was raised a bit.  Councilor Warner suggested the council consider raising the per meeting/call wage.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that the fire department members also get paid for attending required classes/trainings.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to raise the fire department wage to $8.00 per meeting, call and day of approved training and to make this retroactive to December 2005.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 1-1-06 approving official designations, appointments and fees for 2006.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  
B. Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff stated that according to a recent list serv survey, the council’s wages are low.  She stated that any increase wouldn’t go into effect until after the next election.  Councilor Warner suggested checking on what the school board receives for wages.  

· Councilor Donovan requested a follow up on the building permits that have not yet been completed.  Administrator Woodruff will send out a letter.

· Councilor Donovan stated that the city needs to be consistent with enforcing the snow removal policy.  The sidewalks need to be cleaned within 24 hours.  If a letter is sent out, then it is several days later before something gets done.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the police chief had given her a list of properties that did not clear their sidewalks after the last snow.  

· Councilor Johnson expressed concern about the condition of the house located at 304 Fourth Ave SE.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they have had several building permits to replace their house with a modular house.  There was a discussion about the house condition.  Administrator Woodruff will ask if MVAC could include this house in the fix-up district.  There was a discussion about the possibility of forcing them into doing something.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:55 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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