CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday, November 08, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, 3 Maple River students.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan questioned two bills.

Councilor Donovan questioned an item on the delinquent utility accounts.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 10/17/06, City Council & Facility Committee Workshop

B) Bills

C) Zoning Minutes & permits

D) Gambling Report

E) Updated delinquent Utility Accounts

F) CD Investments – update

G) Expenditures update

H) Police Dept Quarterly

I) Public Works Quarterly

J) Projects 2006


Staff Reports   


 Administration, Police Wastewater/Street and Water/Park Reports

Adopt Agenda

Stop sign request was added to New Business item H.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Old Business
A. Newsletter Policy

Administrator Woodruff put together a sample newsletter policy after surveying what other cities have for policies.  The League of Minnesota Cities urged caution in what articles to accept.  Councilor Donovan questioned if the Town and Country Day, Snowflake Dazzle and Relay for Life information were ok to put in the newsletter.  Councilor Warner felt that it should just be the utility bill and city information, not liquor store advertising.  There was a discussion about enterprise funds.  Mayor Swanson felt that Town and Country Days, Snowflake Dazzle and the Liquor Store information were all acceptable newsletter items because they are connected to the city or citywide events.  Councilor Donovan stated that Town and Country Days is a non-profit organization so he didn’t see it as being any different than the Girl Scouts.  He felt that the city shouldn’t allow any of these types of articles.  Mayor Swanson warned about possible criticism from the Town and Country Day Committee and the Snowflake Dazzle organizers for not supporting them.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the newsletter policy for government information use only.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Administrator Woodruff will let the Town and Country Day Committee and Snowflake Dazzle know that the city will no longer allow them to have articles in the newsletter.  

New Business

A. Resolution 94-11-06 Election Results

Councilor Johnson asked for the results of Kids Vote.  Administrator Woodruff stated that over 700 kids from the school district voted.  Mayor Swanson had heard some negative comments, but overall thought that it was a positive experience.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that voting be moved to the fire station because there is more room.  There was a discussion about Kids Voting.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 94-11-06 certifying the results of the Tuesday, November 7, 2006 General Election.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 95-11-06 Contractor’s Edge Draw Request #6
Administrator Woodruff stated that this draw request was more money because of the blacktopping, sod and concrete.  Councilor Donovan asked if everything was done for the season.  Administrator Woodruff said that the phone lines weren’t dug in yet.  Councilor Donovan stated that some of the Lincoln Street residents were upset that their lawns were going to be disturbed again with the phone line installation.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 95-11-06 approving Contractor’s Edge Draw Request number six in the amount of $750,748.55.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 96-11-06 Rotary Blower
Councilor Donovan questioned where it would be used, if there was personal to run the equipment and how much snow it could handle.  Administrator Woodruff said that it would be used on city property.  Councilor Warner felt that the sidewalk snow should be removed before the adjacent streets are cleaned.  Councilor Treanor said that the blower could handle a lot of snow and suggested that it also be used in the curb radii on Main Street.  Councilor Donovan didn’t think that the city could justify this expenditure.  There was a discussion about maintaining the city sidewalks in the winter and a previous settlement for a person who fell in the parking lot.  Councilor Johnson asked if this blower would fit on newer models of lawn mowers.  Councilor Treanor felt that it would with a different mounting kit.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 96-11-06 approving purchase of rotary broom and cab for the John Deere 1435 in the amount of $8,626.50.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 97-11-06 Retainage Amount

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  The council discussed the issues that still needed to be resolved.  Engineer Coudron felt that enough would be retained if the council drops the retainage to two percent.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Northwest Gas has sent a bill to Contractor’s Edge for fixing the gas lines.  Northwest Gas requested that the city withhold this amount from the next draw request.  Engineer Coudron felt that the city should not get involved in this issue.  Councilor Warner asked if the contingency money has all been used up.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she has not seen the final numbers yet.  She is waiting to receive them from Engineer Coudron so that she can get the assessments out.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is common practice to reduce the retainage percent if the work is done.  There was a discussion about the phone lines that haven’t been installed yet.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 97-11-06 approving reduction of retainage amount to Contractor’s Edge from five percent to two percent.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E. Attorney Discussion

Councilor Treanor suggested that the city hire Bruce Sellers to do legal work.  He stated that his business should be supported like other local businesses and that the city pays too much for its current legal service.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it did not work out to have Mr. Sellers do the recodification, but that is specialized legal work.  Councilor Warner felt that he would be fine for routine issues.  Councilor Johnson brought up previous issues and concerns.  She would rather see the city hire someone who works strictly with municipal law.  There was a discussion about conflict of interest issues.  The council discussed the service the city receives from Blethen, Gage and Krause and how much they charge.  Councilor Donovan stated that the city does use the League of Minnesota Cities attorneys and there is no additional fee for this service.  After some discussion, it was the general consensus of the council to hire Mr. Sellers to do some legal work at Administrator Woodruff’s discretion.  

F. Sidewalks

Administrator Woodruff stated that only a few of the sidewalks have been reviewed.  She recommended replacing the sidewalk in the spring on the 100 block of First Ave NE because it is in terrible shape and gets a lot of foot traffic.   John Klein had requested that his sidewalk on Third Avenue be considered for replacement.  Administrator Woodruff did not recommend that this be replaced at this time because there are others areas in town that are in worse shape.  The Council suggested other areas that are in worse condition.  Councilor Johnson said that a person who was forced to replace their sidewalk has some hard feelings because they see other sidewalk portions that are in worse shape.  Administrator Woodruff would still like to get all of the sidewalks surveyed and scheduled for replacement.  Councilor Donovan mentioned eliminating sidewalk on one side of the block.  A discussion about this followed.  It was the consensus to let out for bids in March to local contractors.   

G. N.W. Gas Company bill to contractors

This was discussed earlier.

H. Stop Sign Request

Mayor Swanson stated that not all of the stop signs have been installed at the corner of Third Ave SW and Troendle St. SW.  Administrator Woodruff said that there was a request to have a four-way stop at the intersection of Second Ave SW and Garfield St. SW.  The council discussed a recent League of Minnesota Cities article about controlling traffic by use of signs.  There was discussion about having designated through streets and to wait and see how the traffic flows on the new streets.  Councilor Johnson asked if there were stop signs at the intersections of Borchert St. SW.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Contractor’s Edge only replaced the previously existing stop signs.  Councilor Warner felt that some of the street signs also needed replacing.  The council discussed motorists not obeying the signs.  It was the consensus of the council to install stop signs east and west on Garfield at the intersection of Second Ave SW and at the end of the southwest avenues that intersect with Borchert Street.  

Miscellaneous

· There was a brief discussion about Kids Vote.

· Councilor Donovan asked about the status of the EDA Director.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the EDA would be meeting next week to interview a person for the position.  Mary Larson and Sean Anderson have requested to be EDA members.  

· Councilor Donovan asked about street lighting on the new streets.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council did have some installed.  

· Councilor Warner expressed concern about the shape of Borchert Road.  Administrator Woodruff replied that Paul Sellers repaired Borchert Road to the east.  He also worked on Eighth Ave and the lagoon road.  Contractors Edge will call Sellers when they are done to restore Borchert Road to the west.  Mayor Swanson stated that the Borchert Road residents are satisfied with the restoration, but are not happy with the dust.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor

Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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