  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday October 19, 2004

The City Council met at 6:30 p.m. to view the new generator with Rod Miller.

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:10 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Cox, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen and Police Chief Swartz

Others present:  Judd Schultz –MVAC, Dave Kumm-MVAC, Michael Haas, Jessica Haas, Mark Dammann, Tina Dammann, Jennifer Osmundson, Bob Reeves, Jennifer Meyer, Chris Arce, Bob Johnson, Dan Sarf-Bolton & Menk, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, Rolin Sinn-Mn/DOT

Adopt Agenda

Family Health Insurance was added as New Business item F.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item G.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Warner expressed concern regarding BPD Property’s zoning permit for a fence.  Administrator Woodruff explained the permit.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to approve what the zoning board had approved.

Mayor Swanson questioned the bill for karaoke at the Liquor Store.  A discussion followed about entertainment at the Liquor Store.

Mayor Swanson asked how people who reserve the park are going to get a copy of the ordinances that they are to follow.  After some discussion, the council directed Administrator Woodruff to put some rules on the permit application form.

Councilor Johnson noted that the water pumping was higher in September.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the pumping is higher than the amounts being billed out.  She also suggested that Jeff from Rural Water come to see if he can find any leaks.  Councilor Warner asked if the meter has been calibrated recently.

Councilor Johnson asked if the profit/loss report was going to be provided every month.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it could be if the council wants it.  Councilor Warner noted that it is only helpful for the enterprise funds.

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 10-5-04

B)  Bills

C)  Zoning minutes and permits

D) Park Shelter Permit

E) September Gambling Report

F) September Web Page Report

G) September Water Pumping Report

H) Letter from Northland Security

I) Rebate-waste processing

J) Profit & Loss Summary

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

E) Police Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

7:30 Public Hearing-MVAC Grant

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:30 p.m.  Judd Schultz of MVAC explained the application process.  He then defined the target area and explained the amount of the request.  The public in attendance asked about eligibility requirements, the likelihood of receiving the grant and how the target area was determined.  Mayor Swanson thanked the citizens present for showing an interest and attending the hearing.  At 8:04 p.m. Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and opened the council meeting.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 61-10-04 adopting the local government resolution for the small cities development program application.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 66-10-04 identifying “slum and blight’ conditions in a targeted area of the City of Mapleton.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

8:00 Engineer Report on Highway 30

Dan Sarf of Bolton and Menk reviewed with the council the meeting notes that were included in the previous council packet.  Rolin Sinn-Mn/DOT noted that it would be better for the city to request that all of Highway 30 be reconstructed, rather than a small portion of it.  There was discussion about the treatment of the storm water.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 64-10-04 ordering preparation of preliminary report on improvement.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Old Business

a) Performance Evaluation update

Administrator Woodruff noted that all employees passed the 75% mark for a step increase.  Each employee will receive a copy of his or her evaluations.  Then each employee will meet with the Mayor, Commissioner and City Administrator as soon as the meetings can be set up.

New Business

a)  Resolution 61-10-04 Small Cities Application

Approved earlier.

b) Resolution 62-10-04 Lease with Chamber-Charitable Gambling Booth

The Chamber of Commerce requested the pull-tab boxes behind the bar be open until the bar closes rather than closing the boxes at 10:00 p.m.  Liquor Store Assistant Supervisor Strehlo agrees with this change.  Councilor Johnson asked why the boxes behind the bar are open later than the booth hours.  After some discussion, Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 62-10-04 authorizing the city to lease the Municipal Liquor Store charitable gambling booth to the Mapleton Area Chamber of Commerce.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

c) Resolution 63-10-04 Donation

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 63-10-04 accepting a $2,500 donation from the Mapleton Area Chamber of Commerce Charitable Gambling for the Mapleton Beautification Committee.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

d) Street closing request

Mayor Swanson read the request.  This is for an estate auction.  Mayor Swanson noted that emergency vehicles would need to get through if needed.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to grant the request for the street closing.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

e) Liquor Store open on election day 

Administrator Woodruff requested that the Liquor Store remain open on Election Day.  There was some discussion as to what had been done in the past.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to approve the request for the Liquor Store to remain open on Election Day.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

f) Family Health Insurance

Administrator Woodruff requested the city pay an additional $30 per month of family health insurance due to the substantial increase in premiums.  Council members suggested increasing the deductible or the split that the employees pay.  Administrator Woodruff looked into increasing the deductible to $1,000.  The difference in premium would be under $5.00 per month.  Administrator Woodruff noted that these rates were already in effect and that it was too late to change anything this year.  The council requested more information before the rates go into effect next year.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 65-10-04 increasing family insurance coverage.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

g) Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson asked about the status of the no parking zone on the 600 block of Highway 30.
· Administrator Woodruff noted that the school had agreed to pay $13,500 for the police liaison officer for the 2003/2004 school year.  However the city unexpectedly received a $4,000 grant for this purpose.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council if the school should be billed for $13,500 or if the $4,000 should be deducted from that.  It was the consensus of the council to bill the school for $9,000 for the 2003/2004 school year police liaison officer.
· Councilor Johnson gave a report about a Blue Earth County Environmental Services Steering committee that she has been asked to serve on.
· Councilor Cox talked about the shop quarterly meeting that was held on Monday.  She expressed concern about one of the public works employees taking time off every afternoon.  It was the consensus of the council that he is entitled to use his vacation and comp time.  The council reviewed the list of the unacceptable items that have been dumped at the compost site.  It was the consensus of the council to put signs up at the compost site.  
· Councilor Cox asked if the city was going to get a maintenance agreement on the generator.  The council decided to make that decision after they see a copy of the agreement.  The council requested that a log be kept of every time the generator is run and that it be turned in monthly or with the bi-weekly reports.  The council discussed putting a fence around the generator to keep vandals from harming it.  
· Administrator Woodruff noted that another resident was upset about receiving a minimum bill on their second water meter.
· Councilor Warner mentioned that Borchert Road is starting to get some potholes.  Mayor Swanson recommended Administrator Woodruff talk to Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew about this.
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:46 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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