  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 7, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 


Others present:  Tom Olinger-Abdo, Eick and Meyers; Dan Sarff and Glen Coudron –Bolton and Menk. 

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned two bills.  

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 5/17/05

B)  Bills

C) Xcel Energy Donation

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Police Report

Adopt Agenda

State Purchasing Cooperative was added as New Business item H.

Resolution 48-06-05 Part Time police officers was added as New Business item I.

Resolution 49-06-05 Enrolling officer in PERA was added as New Business item J.

Resolution 50-06-05 Enrolling officer in PERA was added as New Business item K.

Solicitors License was added as New Business item L.

Miscellaneous items, Town and Country Days and Park Equipment were added as New Business item M.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

7:10 Tom Olinger-auditor-Abdo, Eick & Meyers   

Tom Olinger from Abdo, Eick and Meyers presented the 2004 audit report.  He reviewed with the council the Management’s Discussion and Analysis, financial statements and management letter.  Mr. Olinger explained the new GASB 34 reporting.  He noted that the liquor store profits are up.  Mr. Olinger also noted that the water, sewer and refuse funds were in good shape.  He suggested designating more of the general fund unreserved fund balance.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending.  

7:30 Dan Sarff-engineer-Bolton and Menk 


Letter from Bolton & Menk, Background on I&I problem, Recommendation for I&I from Administrator, 3rd Ave SW street project timeline

Dan Sarff reviewed with the council the letter he had written about the sanitary sewer system inflow and infiltration investigation.  He stated that the problem areas identified in the 1985 inflow and infiltration study need to be taken care of.  Also, sump pump and footing tile trains are contributing to the problem throughout town.  Engineer Sarff noted that if the capacity of the lift station were increased, this still wouldn’t address the upstream areas or take care of the problem.  It was estimated that about a million gallons was by-passed during the last large rain event in May.  The council discussed the sump pump lines that are connected to the sanitary sewer.  Administrator Woodruff noted that in the 1997 survey there were about 80 gutters that weren’t in compliance.  She does not know if anything has been done about these or not.  Administrator Woodruff also noted that the council had directed the City Administrator at the time to contact Boenings to take care of their run off problem.  She does not know if that had been taken care of either.  Engineer Sarff stated that the city could assess people for non-compliance.  He also stated that the city could give a credit on utility bills or assess the cost over a few years as ways to help people pay for this.  Administrator Woodruff stated that MPCA has told other cities that they need to get their I and I problems corrected.  Engineer Sarff and Administrator Woodruff talked about what was done in Eagle Lake to correct their I and I problem.  Engineer Sarff noted that when a street project is done, each service line should be inspected from the main all the way to the house.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city needs to go after this problem.  He feels this is why there isn’t any development on St. Anthony Court.  Councilor Warner asked if the homes that have been built in the last ten years had been inspected to make sure they are connected properly.  Administrator Woodruff mentioned hiring Lee Ek to re-inspect properties that were in violation with sump pumps and downspouts.  Then the city can follow through with those that are improperly connected.  She also stated that in 2001 Eighth Ave NE was televised and the report shows that it was 100% blocked with tree roots.  Nothing has been done to correct this situation.  Administrator Woodruff also talked about the sump pumps that are allowed to go into the sanitary sewer in the winter.  The council discussed sump pumps and places where there is no storm sewer.  Administrator Woodruff stated that herself, Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew and Engineers Sarff and Coudron would work on a more detailed plan.  Mayor Swanson suggested having a public meeting about this.  Councilor Warner felt that the problem on Eighth Ave NE should be corrected right away.  Engineer Sarff suggested that the ordinance be changed so that a person could not get a building permit until they are in compliance with their sump pump and foundation drains.  It was the consensus of the council to see if Lee Ek is interested in re-checking homes for sump pump compliance.    

Engineer Sarff reviewed the proposed schedule for the southwest part of town street project.  He will present the feasibility report at the July 19th council meeting.  There was a discussion about Lincoln Street west of Third Ave SW and the proposed water main for that block.  Administrator Woodruff suggested just running a long service line to Larry Caron’s property until the street project is completed next year.  Administrator Woodruff noted that according to the city ordinance, a property does not need to hook up to the water main if it goes past their property.  Councilor Warner felt that the city should put in the water service the cheapest way possible and then put in the water main next year.  Engineer Sarff said that the council needed to pass a resolution to add this block to the street project.  Mayor Swanson thanked the engineers for attending the meeting.

Old Business

A) Water and Sewer Resolution 38-05-05 

Councilor Treanor had requested that this be tabled since he was not able to be at the meeting.  Mayor Swanson recommended that all council members be present for this issue.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to table water and sewer rates until the next meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A) Feasibility Report-water main extension

The engineers will now do this as part of the proposed street project.

B) Resolution 45-5-05 Receiving Report & Calling for Hearing 

No action was taken on this resolution since the engineers will make this part of the 2006 project.

C) Mapleton Fire Department Bylaws
The council discussed the changes that had been made to the by-laws.  Councilor Warner suggested changes to Article III, Section 6 and Article IX, Sections 2 and 3.  Councilor Johnson suggested changes to Article VIII Section 9; Article XII; Article II Sections 3 and 4; Article III Sections 3, 7 and 9; and Article VIII Sections 1 and 3.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the fire department couldn’t have by-laws since they are employees of the city.  This document could be re-titled as a Fire Department Personal Policy.  Administrator Woodruff also stated that it is illegal for the fire department to have election of officers since they are employees of the city.  She gave an example of another city where the fire department members fill out a survey for who they feel the officers should be.  Then the council appoints the officers.  This is a liability issue.  Councilor Johnson suggested that the fire department have a fire commission to handle complaints if the core committee does not resolve the issue.  The council discussed Article V Sections 2, 3, and 4.  

D) Resolution 46-5-05 Approving Revised Bylaws 

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 46-06-05 until the Fire Department has reviewed the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E) Resolution 47-05-05 Approving Crack Sealing

Councilor Johnson noted that Bargen’s quote was more detailed, but Shreffler offered a two year warranty.  Councilor Donovan stated that the quote doesn’t explain what the warranty is.  Councilor Donovan was not impressed with the crack sealing last year.  Administrator Woodruff noted that this is the first time that Bargen has been cheaper.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 47-06-05 approving the crack sealing quote of Bargen for 0.90 per pound.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

F) Maple River Community Network – update

Administrator Woodruff reported that she had just finished the joint powers agreement with the Maple River Community Network.  She suggested tabling this so that the council could review it.  Administrator Woodruff noted that a person has been hired and the committee is waiting for this agreement to be approved.  She also summarized the main points.  Mayor Swanson stated that he is comfortable with the agreement.  Councilor Johnson made two corrections.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Marci Anderson and Chief Swartz have reviewed this thoroughly.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the cooperative agreement between the City of Mapleton and the Maple River Community Network to provide for a Minnesota Youth Community Learning Initiative Program for the City’s youth.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

G) Mosquito flyer-for mailing to all residents

Mayor Swanson asked if the council made a decision to spray.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council agreed to send out an educational flyer.  There was a discussion about the mailing of this flyer.  Councilor Donovan felt that the information was interesting.  Administrator Woodruff thanked Deputy Clerk Olsen for her assistance in gathering information.  

H) State Purchasing Cooperative

Mayor Swanson stated that this would be reviewed at the next Mayor/Clerks meeting.  Mayor Swanson briefly explained the program.  Councilor Donovan noted that St. Clair has saved thousands of dollars by joining this.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded for Mapleton to participate in the stated cooperative purchasing venture.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

I) Resolution 48-6-05 Part-Time police officers

Administrator Woodruff stated that these two officers are just for Town and Country Days.  Officer Honsey explained that they are only part-time licensed.  Deputy Clerk Olsen explained that the PERA resolutions are not needed since they are just working the weekend.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 48-06-05 hiring part time police officers for Town and Country Days.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

J) Resolution 49-06-05 Enrolling officer in PERA

This resolution was not needed.  No action taken.

K) Resolution 50-06-05 Enrolling Officer in PERA

This resolution was not needed.  No action taken.

L) Solicitors License

Administrator Woodruff explained that this person is requesting to put flyers in everyone’s door.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the solicitors license application of Cellular One on June 10, 2005.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

M) Miscellaneous:  Town and Country Days, Park Equipment

· Town and Country Days.  Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the Relief Association needs to pay $842 for the beer garden liability insurance.  Administrator Woodruff explained recent developments related to this.  

· Park Equipment.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Water Operator Johnson has marked where the park equipment is going to be placed.  Mayor Swanson is lining up Serteen and Sertoma members to help with installing the equipment.  

· Tree Planting.  Mayor Swanson will plant a tree at the Library on June 11, 2005.  

· Councilor Johnson asked if a swimming pool that she had noticed needed a building permit.  Administrator Woodruff will check it out.

· Councilor Johnson asked about Deputy Clerk Olsen answering parade phone calls.  

· Councilor Johnson would like to attend the League Regional Meeting on the 20th.  Administrator Woodruff asked if others would like to attend.

· Councilor Johnson noticed that the curbs on Central Ave South have not yet been painted near the softball field.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the public works staff has been quite busy, but they are aware that it needs to be done.  Councilor Donovan stated that more no parking signs need to be placed there.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:30 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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