CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday February 7, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew, Chief Swartz

Others present:  Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk, Coleen Lindemann, Rolin Sinn-MnDOT, Ben Honsey, Tracy Whitney and K.K. Whitney

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned a bill.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 1/17/06

B)  Bills

C) Bolton & Menk Letter to property owners

D) Green Acres information

E) Gambling Report – Dec

F) Web site manual-advertising for business

G) Water pumping report-January

H) Special assessment amendment to policy

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater/Street report

D) Police report

E) Liquor Store Report

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 9-2-06 Portable Radios was added as New Business item L.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item M.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations

Coleen Lindemann – Beer Garden

Administrator Woodruff stated that this is what was talked about before.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the Town and Country beer garden requirements.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Dan Sarff and Glen Coudron – Bolton and Menk, Rolin Sinn – Mn/DOT

Rolin Sinn stated that funding for the Highway 30 project might be available sooner than the state’s fiscal year 2010.  There was a discussion about putting a storm water pond north of Washington.  State survey crews have been doing survey work and field data collection.  There was also discussion about another storm pond that would be located west of the cemetery.  The parking issues near the school were discussed.  

Engineer Sarff reported that about twenty residents had attended the street project informational meetings.  He asked for a council workshop to review some of the street project issues.  It was the consensus to have a work session on February 15, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.  

Brian Johnson-nuisance ordinance

Mr. Johnson did not attend the meeting.

New Business

A.  Resolution 7-2-06 MN/DOT Intent to Participate in Hwy 30 Project

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 7-2-06 approving Mn/DOT Intent to Participate in Highway 30 Project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 8-2-06 Tree Trimming

Administrator Woodruff included a license application to make sure that the city has all of the correct paperwork.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 8-2-06 approving Tree Tech for tree trimming at a rate of $67 per hour.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Ben Honsey/Tracy Whitney sewer line

Administrator Woodruff explained that Ben Honsey’s sewer line is connected to Tracy Whitney’s line.  The Whitney’s are now having trouble with their sewer line and it needs to be replaced.  The plan is to run Mr. Honsey’s line north to the sidewalk and then west to the intersection of First Ave SE and Troendle.  From there, the line will join with the line coming from Mr. Whitney’s house and cross First Ave SE to the sewer manhole.  Mr. Honsey was concerned about the expense of running the sewer line that far.  Administrator Woodruff explained that this is a similar situation to the house at 202 Grove St.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern about the sewer line for 202 Troendle St. since there is no sewer main on Troendle.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew asked if this was going to be a four-inch service line or an eight-inch sewer main with a manhole.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to put in a four-inch service line.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to install a service line down the boulevard of First Ave SE and Troendle St SE at city expense that the two properties can connect to.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew thanked the council on behalf of the fire department for the wage increase.

D. Ordinance amending Mayor & Council wage

Administrator Woodruff asked if employees and council members get paid for committee meetings.  The council discussed paying employees a stipend rather than their hourly wage.  There were questions as to whether a stipend was PERA eligible salary and if taxes should be withheld from it.  The council directed Administrator Woodruff to investigate this.  The council discussed if non-employee board members should be paid.  The council requested information on how much it would cost to pay board members.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table ordinance No. 201.09.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E. The Well-request

The council reviewed the request to waive the building permit fee to move “The Well” sign to another building.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to waive The Well permit fee of $25 for the sign.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F. Refuse information

The council reviewed the prepared information.

G. Facility meeting

Councilor Warner explained that the facility committee looked to see if the city could make better use of its facilities.  Councilor Donovan stated that the committee spent a considerable amount of time looking at a shop partnership with Mn/DOT.  He stressed that the fire station ideas were strictly brainstorming.  There was a discussion about having handicapped accessible bathrooms.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the fire department has purchased kitchen cabinets that they would like to install.  It was the consensus of the council to allow them to install the kitchen cabinets.  Mayor Swanson suggested that the committee seek personnel input when brainstorming in the future.  There was discussion about police facility issues.  It was the consensus of the council that the focus should be on the city shop.  Administrator Woodruff will set up a meeting with Mn/DOT about sharing facilities.  

H. Letter to school board for liaison officer

Mayor Swanson complimented Administrator Woodruff on the letter.  Administrator Woodruff explained how she found out about the Safe School Levy.  The council expressed disappointment that these levy funds were not being used for their intended purpose.  Chief Swartz will attend the school board meeting on Monday.

I. Banner on Main Street

Mayor Swanson read the request of Linda Henze to put an advertising banner on the light pole in front of her building on Main Street.  Councilor Warner stated that signs could only be four feet away from the building.  There was a discussion about the Mapleton banners that used to be on the poles.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to deny the request relative to the zoning ordinance since it is too far away from the building and would be on a city maintained structure.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

J. Snow removal clarification

Administrator Woodruff put the snow removal notice in the newsletter.  She asked if violators should be sent a reminder notice or if she should just hire someone to remove the snow.  The council discussed that the ordinance should be changed to read that the snow needs to be cleaned down to the sidewalk and that the whole sidewalk needed to be cleaned, not just a path.  It was the consensus of the council to have the police look for violators, have Administrator Woodruff hire Paul Sellers to remove the snow and then bill the property owners.  

K. Reminder State Building Code meeting Monday February 13th
L. Resolution 9-2-06 Portable Radios

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Chief Swartz explained that they are no longer able to get parts for the old radios.  Administrator Woodruff informed the council that they had planned to get one and there is Explorer money to use for another one.  Councilor Warner asked about the radio channels.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 9-2-06 accepting purchase of up to three police portable radios.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

M. Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff stated that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew has obtained two bids for a new one-ton truck.  It was the general consensus that this vehicle should not be replaced at this time because of the expense of the upcoming street projects.  

· Administrator Woodruff will prepare a resolution to send to Brian and Andy Johnson.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:52 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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