CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday November 17, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 11-3-09

B. Bills totaling  $351,393.74

C. Zoning minutes and permits

D. Truth in Taxation hearing

E. Police Quarterly Minutes

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, Liquor

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
New Business

A. GRP Evaluation  

Engineer Sarff summarized the results of the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) that was done on St. Andrew’s Court.  This was done to determine what the pavement structure was.  Engineer Sarff said that the results show that St. Andrew’s Court is within tolerances.  He expressed that the city may want to have the deficiencies in the surface fixed before the city takes ownership of the road.  Engineer Sarff stated that there was some trench settlement.  He feels that it is likely that the settlement has finished at this time.  Engineer Sarff recommended putting together a punch list with associated costs of the street’s deficiencies.  Councilor Donovan felt that the city should try to negociate with the developers to get this project finalized.  He also stated that we need to determine is we are going to cut our losses and fix the road and assess it back to the property owners or walk away and leave those residents down there to fend for themselves. Councilor Schultz stated that if the agreement states that they are going to put the wear course, then they need to fulfill their end of the agreement.  He felt that St. Andrew’s Court is the city’s road and we should negociate the cost of the repairs.  Councilor Schultz felt that the city should plow the road because it is our street. He also suggested that the city fix the street and put the wear course on and assess the lots that the developer still owns.  Councilor Schultz also felt that the developers should sign a waver that they won’t protest the assessments.  Engineer Sarff felt that if the city gets waivers of appeal from the property owners, then some of the assessment process could be shortened.  Mayor Swanson summarized that Bolton and Menk will prepare the punch list.  It was the consensus of the council to have the same group represent the city that met with the developers last time.        

B. Resolution – 60-11-09 Reduction of retainage to Contractor

Engineer Sarff stated there would be a list of conditions that they will have to agree to before the retainage is reduced.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 60-11-09 reducing the retainage of Mathiowetz Construction from 5% to 2%.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
C. Refuse Contract

Administrator Woodruff asked if the council would like to go out for an RFP for refuse contract.  Since the city’s contract with Minnesota Waste Processing Company expired in March 2010, she suggested that the contractor has to follow the Blue Earth County guidelines for where to take the refuse.  Councilor Schultz felt that the contractor could list where they would take the refuse and that it complies with Blue Earth County guidelines.  Councilor Donovan suggested that the city also negociate prices for appliance pickup from residents.  It was the consensus of the council to do an RFP.

D. Resolution 59-11-09 Deferment of a portion of assessment

Administrator Woodruff reported that the Andersons were receptive to this idea to defer half of their assessments until the sanitary sewer service line is disconnected from their service line.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 59-11-09 authorizing deferment of one half of the assessment for Lex Anderson.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

E. Resolution 61-11-09 Authorizing Nightcap Grant Program

Administrator Woodruff talked about the Nightcap Grant Program.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 61-11-09 authorizing nightcap grant program.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

F.   Budget Workshop meeting

It was the consensus of the council to hold a budget workshop on Tuesday November 24, 2009.

G.   Greater Mankato Growth Meeting

Administrator Woodruff reported on the first meeting was held with the Greater Mankato Growth.  The communities are getting their information together.  Councilor Donovan asked if the city is still going to need an EDA director.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the chamber is looking at what they are going to do because the chamber coordinator resigned.  Administrator Woodruff felt that the chamber is moving in the right direction.  

H. Safe and Sober Grant Award

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to recognize the police department and Chief Honsey for the first place finish on the Safe and Sober challenge and to commend them for their good work and dedication.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Councilor Donovan felt that a banner should be made to hang on the municipal building.  

I. J. Wittrock sewer line

Administrator Woodruff summarized the history on Mr. Wittrock’s sewer line.  The telephone and gas lines were put through his sewer service line several years ago.  However, his sewer service line was hooked into the storm sewer line instead of the sanitary sewer line.  Administrator Woodruff talked to the insurance agent and they felt that it should not be submitted because no damage was done.  Administrator Woodruff will write a letter to Mr. Wittrock that this is not the city’s responsibility.  Mayor Swanson and council agreed to have Administrator Woodruff write a letter to Hickory Tech and Northwest Gas that Mr. Wittrock should be compensated for their damages. Administrator Woodruff stated that he had service.  Others have had to switch their sewer lines that were improperly connected.  It was the consensus of the council to pay for the bituminous patching of the street and not charge Mr. Wittrock for that.      

 Miscellaneous

· Councilor Schultz asked to review the assessment roles at the budget workshop.

· Administrator Woodruff stated that there is one house on the project that has a foundation drain that wasn’t unhooked at the time.  Administrator Woodruff explained the situation.  The proposal is to have Sellers do the work and assess these people.  It is somewhat our fault that it wasn’t taken care of during the project.  Councilor Donovan asked why this wasn’t brought up during the project.  It was the consensus of the council to get a statement of explanation of why this wasn’t brought up earlier during the project.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:34 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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