CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday October 20, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Christian and Swanson.  Absent:  Schultz and Etherington.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger; Jim Pults-Mathiowetz Construction; Sam Falk-MSU Student and Samantha Barnett-MSU Student. 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 10-6-09

B. Bills totaling  $762,858.87

C. Zoning minutes and permits

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, Liquor

Adopt Agenda

Jim Pults Highway 30 update was added under Presentations. 

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Jim Pults – Highway 30 Update

Jim Pults of Mathiowetz Construction gave the council an update on the Highway 30 project.  There are just a few small items left to complete.  Their goal is to have the road open on Friday.  Mayor Swanson asked about the Cemetery corner on Troendle St SW.  Mr. Pults stated that would be fixed after Highway 30 is opened.  Councilor Donovan complemented Mr. Pults and his crew on the good job that they have done.   Administrator Woodruff mentioned that MNDOT has agreed to fix Borchert Road and they are going to hire Mathiowetz Construction to do the work.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for the update.  

Old Business

A. Conditional Use Permit – dog Application appeal 

Administrator Woodruff reported that there were only 3 board members at the last zoning meeting.  The chairman tried very hard to get the conditional use permit passed.  The person who submitted the request will soon be out of compliance.  Councilor Donovan asked if the zoning board person is voting against it because of personal opinion.  Councilor Donovan stated that the applicant has met all of the criteria.  There is no reason to deny the permit.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the chairman of the board stated that there are no grounds to deny the request.  Councilor Donovan stated that the dogs in question are some of the best behaved dogs in town.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to approve the conditional use permit of Ben Honsey.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 56-10-09 Approving Spectrophotometer  

Mayor Swanson asked if the current piece of equipment could be fixed.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it can not be fixed.  Councilor Christian asked if we have to have it.  Administrator Woodruff stated that we have to have it for water testing.  The testing supplies from the old machine would work with this spectrophotometer.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 56-10-09 approving a spectrophotometer in the amount of $2,443.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Schultz.  Motion carried.

B. Resolution 57-10-09 Approving Ground Penetrating Radar

Administrator Woodruff reported that the ground penetrating radar cost is comparable to drilling test samples.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve Resolution 57-10-09 hiring Braun Intertec to use ground penetrating radar on St. Andrew’s Court.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Schultz.  Motion carried.  
C. Sidewalk Payment Request

Mayor Swanson asked if Holly or Mark Kaduce had talked to city administration before replacing their sidewalk.  Administrator Woodruff replied that Holly Kaduce had talked to her in the past, but not before this portion was replaced.  Councilor Donovan asked how much longer before it would be replaced.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Kaduce’s sidewalk would have probably been done in the next few years.  Administrator Woodruff told Mrs. Kaduce that the city can’t have everyone brining in a bill when they want something fixed.  Councilor Donovan felt that the council should be consistent with the denial to repay for boulevard trees that was denied at a previous council meeting.  

It was the consensus of the council to deny the request.  

D. MNDOT – sign for DOWNTOWN

MNDOT is charging a total of $979.00 to replace two signs that say DOWNTOWN with an arrow pointing to the business district.  Councilor Donovan asked where the money would come from.  There was a discussion about the EDA fund.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 58-10-09 approving informational signs for DOWNTOWN.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Schultz.  Motion carried.

E. MNDOT Street Project Update/Borchert Rd and Troendle SW

Administrator Woodruff reported that Engineer Sarff stated that there will be some overlay on Troendle St SW next spring because it got beat up so bad due to the unofficial detour traffic.  MNDOT will pay for the overlay.  Councilor Donovan asked when the road was scheduled to be replaced.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the overlay would get the road by until it is redone.  

F.  Meeting date or time change – November 3rd

It was the consensus of the council to hold the meeting at 8:00 p.m. after the Maple River School Election poles are closed.  Mayor Swanson commended Administrator Woodruff and Deputy Clerk Olsen for assisting with the voting at the nursing home.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:44 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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