CITY OF MAPLETON,
COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday June 3, 2008

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.
Members present: Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.
Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Office Assistant Glarner
Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Dale and Pam Behnke, Lori Carlson, Larry Johnson, Lloyd and Helen Mitchell, Tabitha Spande, Ron Schultz, Vernon Center Lumber Yard, glenn Coudron-Bolton & Menk
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 05-27-08 

B)  Bills totaling $91,142.71
C)  Letter from Bolton and Menk – Shorter’s driveway
D) Notice of Affidavits of Candidacy
Adopt Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda adding Overlays and US Cable  under new business.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Lloyd Mitchell explained that the house at 209 Lincoln St SW which is next to his house, has been vacant for 2 years.  He presented photo’s to the Council showing large cracks in the foundation letting water and animals into that house.  He would like to buy the property so he can remove the house and add the lot to his property.  He would remove the house using a controlled burn.  He is asking if the Council would remove any assessments and back taxes owed on the house.  Consensus with the neighbors is they would all like to see the house removed, but not by a burn.  They are concerned of smoke damage down their own homes and pollution it might cause.  It is also agreed upon that they are all paying enough in assessments and don’t want to pay any more, leaving the Mitchell’s having to pay for the assessments if they bought the house.  Other suggestions were made the neighbors such as:  having the house condemned, questioning if there is a resolution stating how long a house can sit empty before anything is done.  Councilor Schultz stated “the ordinances the city has are not strong enough to make anyone do anything.  Plus we can’t excuse the assessments for one person and not for another”.  He suggested Administrator Woodruff start with Environmental Services to find out what can be done or the steps needed to get the house condemned or removed.  Councilor Donovan asked the neighbors what they want the Council to do.  Helen Mitchell suggested having a ordinance or resolution on what to do on abandoned houses.
Glenn Coudron from Bolton & Menk stated Rolin from MnDot needs a certified commercial appraisal done the on city shop.  Glenn also discussed cutting out the entrance to the Fire Station on Highway 30 and having to use Third Ave instead for safety issues.  Mayor Swanson asked Councilor Donovan if that would be a concern for the Fire Department.  Councilor Donovan answered that there is not much the Fire Department can do, it is a State Highway so we have to do what the State says.  Glenn ended with saying he had spoke to Mapleton Chiropractic about closing their entrance from Highway 30, leaving them with only one way in and out.  Dr. Andrews did not have any concerns with that.
Old Business

A. Restaurant
Administrator Woodruff updated the Council regarding the restaurant.  Bruce Sellers has sent a letter to Strehlo’s regarding lease coming due.  He is waiting to hear back from the Strehlo’s.
B. Stowell crosswalk request
Administrator Woodruff has spoke with the League of Minnesota Cities and they recommended not putting a cross walk at the corner of Casey’s going toward the parking lot which is across from Casey’s on County Road 7.  This would become a liability to the city.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to deny Linda Stowell’s crosswalk request.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Resolution 38-06-08 Bid for Shop addition and remodeling
Administrator Woodruff stated Ron Schultz was the lowest bid on remodeling the new city shop.  Councilor Etherington asked if the remodeling and addition was really necessary.  “Didn’t we buy this building to save the city some money?”  Councilor Schultz explained that even with the remodeling and addition, it is the cheapest route to go compared to the other buildings the city looked at or even building a new city shop.   Councilor Treanor agreed with Councilor Etherington not wanting to move forward with the remodeling and addition due to expense and not feeling it was necessary.  Council Donovan stated it was his understanding that the city bought the building with the intention of adding on.  Larry Johnson stated that right now as it stands there is not enough room for all the city’s trucks and equipment.  The trucks and equipment are stored in different locations causing a lot of shuffling to be done to get to some of their trucks.  This does include having to move a Police Car at times.  Councilor Treanor clarified that by doing the addition and remodeling all city vehicles and equipment would be in the same location.  Councilor Donovan  moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 38-06-08 accepting the bid from Ron Schultz Construction to put on the addition and remodel the City Shop in the amount of $116,368.00  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Motion carried.
B. Resolution 39-6-08 Purchasing Inspection Camera
Administrator Woodruff asked Glenn Coudron his opinion in purchasing an inspection camera.  Glenn claimed a lot of good and accurate information can be gathered through televising.  With the HWY 30 project coming up, the city engineers would like the city to inspect the sanitary sewer lines from the street to the home on the project and the inspection camera would be necessary  to do that.  Administrator Woodruff added that the city staff would use the camera help with the cities I&I issues.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 39-06-08 allowing the Public Works Department to purchase the Vivax Inspection Camera and Recorder at $6,850.00, this price includes the Ridgid receiver and Ridgid transmitter.    Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution 40-6-08 Purchasing GIS Mapping System

Administrator Woodruff explained that GIS is the most efficient way to maintain and retrieve information for all parcel, street, park and utility infrastructure.  It would enhance the city’s mapping system and provide additional data management.  We have summer help right now that could help with data entry and save on the cost of GIS Mapping System.  Councilor Donovan asked what is the turn around for this investment, an investment in organizing the cities information.  Councilor Schultz stated it is not a matter of when or how soon the city would be reimbursed.  It’s a matter that Larry and Karmen aren’t going to be around forever and it’s best to have everything in the system and organized so the city is prepared and knows where all the infrastructures are.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 40-6-08 purchase of On-Line GIS mapping System at the initial cost of $5,000. up to 4A on Bolton & Menk letter explaining the different options available.   Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Schultz, Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried.    
D.  Resolution 41-6-08 Library Ceiling & Lights
 Bonnie Klein has obtained a proposal to repair the cracks and paint the ceiling.  She is also requesting the drop ceiling be removed and new lighting be placed to help restore the ceiling to it original look.   Mayor Swanson asked if these requests would help get the Library on the National Historical Society, which is one thing Bonnie is trying to achieve.  Councilor Donovan questioned by removing the drop ceiling how that would effect the acoustics in the Library?  And is the $2,946.71 just include the price of the light fixtures or does it include installation as well.  Administrator Woodruff explained the price does not include installing the fixtures and this could help with getting the library added to National Historical Society.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 41-6-08 removing the drop ceiling, repairing ceiling cracks, repainting the existing ceiling and purchase of new lighting.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
E. Sidewalks
Administrator Woodruff explained the city has budgeted $5,000 a year to fix sidewalks.  The west side of First Ave SE has several bad chunks missing on the 1st and 2nd block as well as Second Ave SE on the east side.  These are trip hazards and need to be replaced.
      F.  Overlays
Councilor Donovan questions what the status was on final overlay on St. Andrews Court and Smith St. because some of the infrastructure is getting wrecked since the final overlay is not put on.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Duncansons put the first overlay on St. Andrews Court, but they don’t own St. Andrews Court anymore.  Councilor Donovan stated the road needs to be finished and it is the cities responsibility to finish it but not to pay for it.  He asked how the contracts read when the homeowners bought their homes.  Administrator Woodruff will get more information on who is responsible for paying for the final overlay.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to due the final overlay on Smith St, all patching, and to replace the curb, sidewalk and blacktop by Dr. Taylors office on Main St-the city will be reimbursed by the County for work done by Dr. Taylor’s office.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Miscellaneous

Councilor Etherington has been approached by many residents questioning what can done with our current cable company.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Hickory Tech is getting closer to being offered in mapleton, but otherwise we have no other companies available.
Councilor Donovan wanted to suggest the Council think about buying Loretta Wards wxtra lot if and when it becomes available.  This would the Fire Station more room expansion in the future if needed.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:12 p.m.

Recorded by Lynn Glarner.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – June 3, 2008

Page 1 of 4

