  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday September 21, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Cox, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Kip Bruender

Adopt Agenda

Added Sidewalk Police as New Business item L.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson had a question about the zoning minutes.  

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 9-7-04

B)  Bills

C)  Zoning minutes and permits

D) Yard of the Month Winner

E) LMC Annual Conference

F) Reminder notices

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

E) Police Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

Kip Bruender – B.E. County Commissioner

Commissioner Bruender was present to touch base with the council.  He talked about the options for a new jail.  He also talked about several services that the county does provide for cities.

Old Business

a) False Alarm Calls-fee to school

Mayor Swanson asked that this issue be put back on the agenda since Councilor Cox was not at the last meeting.  The council discussed that the alarm calls at the school have decreased.  It was pointed out that it is common in other towns to charge out for false alarms.  The council also discussed the need to be consistent with everyone in town who has alarm systems.  Councilor Johnson felt that the Municipal Liquor Store needs to pay if there are more than two false alarms there.  There was a discussion about previous conversations with the school and previous council meetings.  Councilor Warner suggested contacting the other school buildings in the district to find out how many false alarms they get without being charged.  He felt there should be some consistency within the district.  There was a discussion about which business in town have alarm systems.  Mayor Swanson asked what the purpose of the false alarm policy was.  There was a discussion about the reasons why it was implemented.  Mayor Swanson asked Administrator Woodruff to check on the alarm calls at the school buildings in the other towns in the district and then write a letter to the school board.  

b) Snow Dazzle Advertisement-see back of newsletter   
The council discussed that the advertisement for the Snow Dazzle does promote several businesses and non-profit organizations.  Printing this in the newsletter would help launch this new event.  It was the general consensus that this would be ok since it does not promote just a single business.  There was a discussion of when the Christmas lights would be put up.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Cox seconded to approve the publication of the Snowflake Dazzle promotion in the newsletter.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
c) Mark Dammon boulevard tree
Several council members had driven by the trees in question.  The council discussed the condition of the trees.  It was the consensus of the council to have the trees thoroughly trimmed in the spring.

d) Letter to Jeff Soma

Mayor Swanson noted that the shed has been moved to the Annis property.  The council discussed this.  

e) Performance Evaluation

It was the consensus that the evaluations were hard to fill out.  Councilor Johnson would prefer to have a copy of the job descriptions when doing the evaluation.

New Business

a)  Resolution 53-9-04 Donation from Heather Curling Club

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 53-9-04 accepting donation from Heather Curling Club Charitable Gambling in the amount of $500.00 for Tazsar Guns.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Councilor Johnson asked if the city is going to have a policy for using the Tazsar Guns.  There was a discussion about this.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the police department would need to have special training before they could use them.

b) Resolution 54-9-04 Bartender

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  He noted that this was talked about at the quarterly meeting.  Councilor Johnson asked if any staff have left.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they are having a hard time getting shifts filled on Saturday nights due to conflicts with other jobs that the staff has.  Councilor Warner noted that this person probably had to pass a background check with another job that they have.  He asked if the city could get a copy of that background check rather than spend the money to obtain a new one.  It was the consensus of the council that this would be ok as long as it was done within the past six months.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 54-9-04 approving Hiring Tressa Boening at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

c) Resolution 55-9-04 Delinquent utility accounts

There was a revised list on the table.  Administrator Woodruff had a concern that the Windmill Bar is not in city limits and this business does not have a water service.  There was a discussion about asking the county if the city could still put it on their property taxes.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 55-9-04 to certify delinquent utility accounts and other delinquent accounts for tax levy collectible in 2005.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

d) Resolution 56-9-04 Special Assessment Levy

The special assessments on this property were deferred.  The landowner paid the interest until the property was sold.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 56-9-04 to certify special assessment of 405 Third Ave SW for tax levy collectible in 2005.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

e) Sewer backup update

The council discussed how the recent large rainfall event caused problems with the sanitary sewer system.  City Engineer Coudron was called to look at the situation.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the manhole near Massop Electric was underwater.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew discovered there are several leaks in this manhole.  The water in the lake that was formed in this area drained into the sanitary sewer.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew has received one quote for sealing this manhole.  He is currently looking into other options.  Councilor Warner suggested that the size of the sewer main be doubled in size from Highway 30 to the lift station and that the size of the lift station be increased also.  Councilor Warner asked what the flow monitors that the engineer had previously installed in the sewer showed.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the engineer about this.  Councilor Cox told Administrator Woodruff to thank Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew for looking into this situation. 

f) Resolution 57-9-04 Manhole repair at lift station

Administrator Woodruff noted that this was talked about at the budget workshop.  The cement is crumbling.  This quote is to line the manhole.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 57-09-04 approving manhole repair at lift station.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

g) Foundation drains

Administrator Woodruff reported that the property located at 104 Second Ave SE removed the foundation drains from the sanitary sewer earlier in the day.  She requested that the property located at 106 Scott Court be fined $100 per month until they are in compliance, as per city ordinance.  The other option in the ordinance is to shut their water off.  After some discussion, Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to send the property owner located at 106 Scott Court a letter stating they need to bring their foundation drain into compliance within 30 days, after which point they will be fined $100 per month.  If they stay out of compliance for an extended period of time, the water will be shut off.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
h) Letter to B.E. County

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew requested the council send a letter to the Blue Earth County Highway Department to have Main Street from Central Avenue to 3rd Ave N.E. seal coated and Main Street from 3rd Ave N.E. to Highway 22 overlaid.  He does not feel that the county is maintaining the road as well as it needs to be.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to grant this request.  All present voted in favor thereof. Motion carried.  

i) Parking Request

Police Chief Swartz requested the north side of the 600 block of Highway 30 be designated as temporary parking for parents to park who are dropping off or picking up their kids from school.  There was a discussion of where the area is located.  Councilor Warner noted that there is a lot of traffic congestion near the intersection of Highway 30 and 6th Avenue.  The council was concerned about taking away some parking spots.  They discussed alternative options for the parking problem.  Mayor Swanson recommended that there be temporary parking from 7 to 8 a.m. and 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. At other times during the day he suggested that there be a guest pass for guest speakers and visitors at the school.  It was the consensus of the council to leave this option for a guest pass system up to the school.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to grant this request for ½ hour parking during school hours (7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.), unless the school issues a guest pass.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Administrator Woodruff will send a letter to the school.

j) Newsletter

This was discussed earlier under Old Business item b.

k) Yard of the Month $100 winner

Galen and Cindy Redig were drawn as the winner.

l) Sidewalk Policy   

Administrator Woodruff addressed a question about how many feet of sidewalk the city is going to pay for.  So far this year, three property owners have replaced the entire sidewalk abutting their property when they were requested to only replace a portion of the sidewalk.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the city is going to pay for the just the sections that were requested, or the total footage of the sidewalk that was replaced.  A decision was already made earlier this summer to pay one resident for the total footage that was replaced.  Councilor Johnson recommended that pictures be taken next year of the areas that need to be fixed.  It was the consensus of the council that this ear the city would pay $1.75 for all of the footage.  Next year the city will only pay for the footage that the city requests be replaced.  

Councilor Cox asked about the status of the leaf machine.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew has given her information on another machine.

Mayor Swanson asked when the intersection of Troendle and 8th Ave S.E. would be fixed.  The council would like it done as soon as possible.  Administrator Woodruff will call W.W. Blacktopping. 

Councilor Johnson asked if Protein Sources obtained a building permit to demolish a building.  Administrator Woodruff will look this up.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:13 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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