CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Monday March 16, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.    Absent:  Schultz.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Kelly -Maple River Messenger, Mary Larson, Koni Preston, Bob Noyes, Sandy Treanor, Paul Bertino-Hickory Tech, Kari Rice-Hickory Tech, Dan Baker-Hickory Tech, LeRoy Baack, Kip Bruender, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk.

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson commented on the Xcel Energy letter.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 3/3/09

B)  Bills totaling $58,857.51

C) Workshop city council/townships-fire truck 3/4/09

D) Letter from Xcel

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Pulled New Business items A, B, and C.  There will be a special meeting on March 24, 2009 at 6:30 to discuss the Highway 30 resolutions.  

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

6:30 p.m. Public hearing – to consider franchise applications for cable system

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 6:30 p.m.  Paul Bertino of Hickory Tech was present to answer questions about their cable service.  Sandy Treanor and LeRoy Baack were both in favor of a new cable system.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing at 6:45 and reopened the council meeting.

Kip Bruender – County Commissioner

County Commissioner Bruender updated the council on the Justice Center and Ditch 57.  He thanked the council for the work that they do.  

Chamber request for funds for Chamber position

The Mapleton Chamber of Commerce requested EDA funds to hire a person to promote the community and businesses.  The Chamber will fund a person for ten hours a week at a wage of $8.50 per hour.  Mapleton Drug has office space for the person to work out of.  The Chamber would like to have the person work for 20 hours a week.  Councilor Donovan asked how this position would differ from an EDA Director.  Bob Noyes stated that this person would help and promote businesses, do web site updates, work with MSU to write grants.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the EDA has talked for several months about hiring an EDA director.  The EDA cannot afford to pay for both an EDA Director and a Chamber person.  There was a discussion that some of the funds could come from the office assistant position.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to contribute $85 per week up to one year for the chamber position.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A. Fire Truck

Administrator Woodruff passed out information about bond costs for a new fire truck.  It was the consensus of the council to wait until the council workshop on March 24th to discuss this further.  

New Business

A. Resolution 11-3-09 Accepting Bid for MNDOT Highway Project

Engineer Coudron stated that he needed to talk to MNDOT about some items before the council accepts the bid.  He passed out an abstract of the eight bids that were received.  Engineer Coudron felt the city received fairly good bid prices.  

B. Resolution 12-03-09 For Hearing on Proposed Assessment

Resolution pulled from the agenda due to further review of the bid numbers.  

C. Resolution 13-03-09 Declaring Cost to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed assessment 

Engineer Coudron passed out a draft assessment roll with preliminary costs for the behind of right of way work.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern with properties that have sewer line going across another property.  He felt that these needed to be stubbed into the boulevard on Highway 30.  Water and sewer will be stubbed into the empty lot east of Protein Sources.  It was the consensus of the council that Protein Sources needs to work with Massop Electric about their connections.  Councilor Etherington asked about the interest rate.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the last project was two percent over the bond interest rate.  Mayor Swanson asked about the length of the assessments.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the last two projects were for fifteen years.  

D. Approving Ordinance 155.01 Granting Franchise Agreement to Crystal Communications

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Ordinance 155.01 granting franchise agreement to Crystal Communications.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E. Approving Summary for publication of Ordinance 15.01

Administrator Woodruff stated that the ordinance has to be published before it can take effect.  This is a summary of the ordinance for publication purposes.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the summary for publication of Ordinance 155.01 granting franchise agreement to Crystal Communications.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

F. Resolution 14-03-09 Approving Relay for Life 

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  This will be the tenth year in a row that it is held there.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 14-03-09 approving Relay for Life in Heritage Park.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· The Fire Department requested purchase of two to three backboards.  They get lost when people are taken to the hospital.  It was the general consensus of the council to grant this request.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:47 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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