  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 17, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 


Others present:  Cleone Clobes, Steve Current, Margaret Current, Bob Shubert, Lisa Shubert, Jerry Etherington, Bob Wilson, Marvin Jaeger, Steve Arndt, Cheri Landsteiner, Steve Landsteiner, Orville Halverson, Larry Caron, Judd Schultz, Brian Reding, Gail Reding.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 5/3/05

B)  Bills

C) Zoning Minutes and Permits

D) Gambling Report-April

E) Public Notice-Release of Funds

F) Water Usage Report

G) Memo-EMS Disaster Response Trailer

H) Small Cities Update

I) NIMS meeting date

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

E) Police Report

Adopt Agenda

Stop signs on Third Ave SW and Garfield was added as Old Business item C.

Sanitary sewer backup was added as Old Business item D.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item I.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

Randy Mosloski-beer truck for Demo Derby   

Mr. Mosloski did not attend the meeting.  Council did not discuss this item.

8:15 Judd Schultz-MVAC

Judd Schultz congratulated the city on receiving the small cities grant.  He went over the next steps in the process.  MVAC is waiting for the grant agreement from DEED.  MVAC has started doing some of the preliminary work.  MVAC will be the grant administrator with the city tracking the funds.  Once MVAC has the grant agreement, information and application will be mailed to every residential property in the target area.  Pettipiece will contact the businesses directly.  Mr. Schultz hoped to see some work done before winter.  Mr. Schultz also talked about a conflict of interest for council members and city staff.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Schultz for the good job that he has done on this project.  

Larry Caron-new subdivision

Mr. Caron would like to sell his lot on Lincoln St. SW.  However, water main would need to be installed.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew is putting together a cost estimate for 350 feet of 6-inch water main with a hydrant on the end.  Mr. Caron asked how many years the assessment would run.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it would depend on the cost.  Mr. Caron also stated that he would like to extend 1st Ave SW and 2nd Ave SW south to Borchert Road.  He plans to plot the area and sell off the lots.  Councilors Warner, Johnson and Treanor all stated that the developer pays 100% for new street and utility construction.  Mr. Caron would like to do it in conjunction with the proposed street project in that area.  Councilor Warner stated that it needs to be platted before the engineers can to a feasibility study.  

Mayor Swanson asked if Mr. Caron wanted curb and gutter up to Klein’s.  Mr. Caron stated that the people interested in purchasing the Lincoln lot would prefer curb and gutter.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for coming.

8:30 Gail Reding-sewer line

They are in the process of selling their property.  They either need to hook up to the sanitary sewer or put in a new septic system.  Administrator Woodruff had talked to the engineer.  He did not recommend a service line longer than 100 feet since there wouldn’t be enough flow.  The engineer also questioned if there was enough depth there.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city is not going to extend utilities to the city shop property this year.  

Old Business

A) Dust Control 
After the last council meeting, Administrator Woodruff sent out a letter for how much it would cost each property owner for dust control.  The old policy stated that ¾ of the property owners needed to give their consent before dust control would be applied.  Administrator Woodruff explained the situation on Borchert Road where there is farmland on one side of the road; they will not be able to get ¾ of the property owner’s consent.  This policy was set up for a residential area, not where farmland is on one side of the road.  Mayor Swanson read aloud the letter from Don and Rose Landsteiner.  Mr. Jaeger reported on car count surveys that he had done.  Bob Shubert stated that when the traffic counter was on Borchert Road a few years ago, it was after the harvest when the traffic was less.  Mr. Shubert noted that when the road gets more washboard and potholes, people start driving on the edge of his property.  He stated that in the past they were told that their dust control would be taken care of and that they wouldn’t have to pay.  Orville Halverson asked if it was possible to get more recycled blacktop.  Administrator Woodruff stated that more would be put on.  There was more discussion about the ¾ rule.  Bob Wilson asked about Borchert Road east of Highway 22 and the sections that were traded with the township.   Steve Current stated that there never used to be much traffic on 8th Ave NE until the athletic field was developed.  He felt that all residential streets should be taken care of.  Mr. Current noted that there was less roadwork done on gravel roads.  Mrs. Current noted that their neighbors don’t want to pay for dust control.  Mrs. Shubert stated that stop signs on Borchert would slow the traffic down.  Mr. Jaeger noted that there are now seven stop signs on 3rd Ave SW and that Borchert would only need twelve.  Cheri Landsteiner stated that the gravel roads need to be taken care of just as much as the blacktop roads.  She felt that the city should pay for maintenance on the gravel roads also.  Mr. Jaeger noted that the dust doesn’t stop at the first house; it travels to the houses further north of Borchert.  Steve Arndt stated that the council made a hasty decision without taking into consideration the opinion of all the residents that it affects.  Mr. Shubert asked if the road could be posted as residential traffic only in the summer when there isn’t any school.  Mr. Shubert requested that the council reconsider their decision about dust control and to put up stop signs on Borchert Road.  Larry Caron asked if the residential traffic only affected him.  Mayor Swanson stated it would not affect him since he needs to get to his fields.  Mr. Arndt stated that the vehicles from Watonwan Farm Service create a lot of dust.  Councilor Johnson felt that the council made a hasty decision, but the city only has so much money budgeted for this year.  She suggested that the council should do what they had originally budgeted for and maybe do a new plan for next year.  Mayor Swanson suggested going back to the original plan for Borchert and 8th and paying for ½ of 3rd.  Mrs. Landsteiner asked if a surcharge could be placed on utility bills for road maintenance.  Mr. Shubert felt that it wasn’t fair that he paid for dust control when the neighbors up the block benefited and they didn’t have to pay for it.  Mayor Swanson stated that Watonwan Farm Service and Maple River School contributes to the dust problems, but they can’t be assessed because they aren’t abutting property owners.  Mrs. Current asked if there would be another access road to the athletic field. Councilor Warner stated that it would cost a lot of money to put in Washington due to drainage issues.  There was a discussion about renting a traffic counter.  Mayor Swanson stated that the police need to patrol Borchert Road.  The residents felt that stop signs at the intersections of 2nd and 4th would be sufficient.  Councilor Warner noted that when cars accelerate, it would create washboards.  Councilor Warner noted that if the council pays for 3rd, 8th and Borchert, then the residents of 5th and 6th Ave NE would want dust control paid for also.  Mayor Swanson apologized for making a hasty decision, however he would like to keep the cost 50%/50% on 3rd.  Administrator Woodruff stated that something else in the budget would have to be cut, but this wouldn’t be a huge amount of money.  It was the consensus that traffic counters would not be worth the money because everyone knows that there is a lot of traffic.  Administrator Woodruff asked if other people come in asking for their dust control to be paid for.  She recommended that anyone else who asks for their dust control to be paid for should be denied since the policy says that they need to request it by April 1st.  Administrator Woodruff noted that 3rd and Garfield had asked before the deadline.  Mayor Swanson stated that anybody else who wants dust control would need to pay for it 100%.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to go back to the old policy on Borchert and 8th Ave NE and 50/50 on 3rd Ave SW for this year.  This will be examined again this summer for the 2006 budget.  Aye:  Treanor, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  Johnson.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson stated that the intersections of 2nd and 4th would be 3-way stops.  Councilor Donovan stated that there should be stop signs on all of the roads going on to Borchert.  Mr. Etherington asked if the chloride could be applied the first part of April.  Administrator Woodruff replied that is not possible.  Mayor Swanson thanked everyone for coming.

Robert Wilson will be cutting brush for the township.  He asked if he could take this to the compost site.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there isn’t that much room there.  She has told everyone else from the country that this is not allowed.  Mayor Swanson stated that only the brush from Borchert Road that is in the city limits could be taken to the compost site.
B) Water and Sewer Resolution 38-05-05 

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table water and sewer rates to the next council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C) Stop signs 3rd Ave SW & Garfield

Cheri Landsteiner stated that the 3rd Ave residents had originally asked for stop signs at the corner of Lincoln and 3rd Ave SW.  Mrs. Landsteiner stated that two days after the council meeting Administrator Woodruff had asked for confirmation on what they wanted.  The residents only wanted stop signs at the intersection of Lincoln.  Mrs. Landsteiner thought that the stop signs at the intersection of Garfield were overkill and redundant.  It was her understanding that stop signs were not going to be placed at that intersection.  The stop sign installed for the southbound traffic on 3rd Ave SW blocked access to the Landsteiner’s back yard and shed.  She requested that the stop sign be moved.  Mrs. Landsteiner also thought that the stop signs were too close to the mailboxes.  Councilors Treanor and Donovan stated that it was decided two meetings ago to install stop signs at both intersections.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she asked the council for clarification at the previous council meeting about the stop signs at the intersection of Garfield.  The council decided to leave them up.  Mrs. Landsteiner suggested removing the southbound sign and keeping the northbound sign.  The council looked at pictures that Councilor Johnson provided of the intersection of 3rd Ave SW and Garfield.  There was a discussion about the blue stake.  No one knows what it is for.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the police chief thought that the stop sign was in the correct location for the intersection.  Councilors Treanor and Johnson felt that for speed control, the stop signs should remain in place.  Mr. Landsteiner stated that he set up his yard so that he could have access from that point.  Now there is a stop sign in the way.  The Landsteiners did not understand the council’s reasoning since Borchert has more traffic and they only get stop signs every 2 blocks and 3rd Ave SW gets stop signs every block.  There was a discussion about stop signs interfering with mailboxes.  Mayor Swanson stated that because of a misunderstanding on both sides, he encouraged removal of the one sign.  Councilor Donovan felt both the north and south signs should be removed.  This would be the same as Borchert.  Councilor Donovan stated that this is the third council meeting at which this has been discussed. Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to remove the north and south stop signs at the intersection of 3rd Ave SW and Garfield St. SW.  Aye:  Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  Treanor and Johnson.  Motion carried.
Councilor Warner suggested that in the future, the council not make a decision until the next meeting after a public hearing on controversial issues.  

D) Sanitary Sewer Backups 

Steve Current stated that this is the fourth time that he has had a sewer backup in the past twelve years.  He put a backflow valve in.  Now the problem will probably go to somebody else.  This time it was all clear water, no sewage.  Councilor Warner stated that the city has spent lots of money on engineers trying to figure out the problem.  He also stated that there are interconnections, the city just can’t find them.  Mr. Current asked if he could install a pump to pump the sewage onto his yard.  The council replied that MPCA would not allow that.  Administrator Woodruff related that she called the engineers on Friday.  The sanitary sewer lines were flowing really fast.  Administrator Woodruff showed a section of what was used to line the sanitary line on 3rd Ave SE.  She watched as two service lines were cut open.  A lot of clear water poured into the main from the service lines.  Administrator Woodruff showed the video of a televised service line.  Councilor Warner noted that if that service line inflow was multiplied by 300 times, that is where the inflow problem is coming from.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Engineer Coudron put together a pamphlet with a survey.  She has all of the information from the 1997 survey.  She is currently going through 538 records.  Administrator Woodruff noted that 87 properties were marked that the rain gutters were incorrectly hooked to the sanitary sewer.  She does not know if anything was followed up on.  There were also properties noted that the sump pumps went into the sanitary sewer.  Mayor Swanson stated that the council needs to publicize what they have been doing to correct the sewer problems.  He had a long conversation with Mr. Gillman following the recent problems.  Councilor Treanor stated that expanding the lift station wouldn’t solve the problem, it would just take the water away faster.  Administrator Woodruff suggested a program where the city pays half to line service lines.  The city could be set up on a rotation, similar to the sidewalk replacement system.  Councilor Johnson asked if the city could televise the older service lines.  The council looked at pictures from Lawrence DeRemer’s sewer service line.  It had been filled with tree roots.  Councilor Johnson asked how much a camera would cost.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she had called the Karels residence to see if they had water in their basement.  They had two feet of water.  Councilor Treanor felt that for now the city needed to address the lift station.  Councilor Donovan asked about the feasibility study.  Administrator Woodruff replied that she had contacted the engineers.  It is not done yet.  Administrator Woodruff asked what the council wanted on a mailing.  It was the consensus to include what the city has been doing to try to solve the problem.  Mayor Swanson suggested a subcommittee be formed to work on this issue.  Mayor Swanson asked about the recent sewer situation in Amboy.  Administrator Woodruff will investigate the sewer issue farther.  

New Business

A) Resolution 42-05-05 Buckle Up Mapleton

There was a discussion as to whether a seatbelt violation was a primary or a secondary ticket.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 42-5-05 “Buckle Up, Mapleton-Click it or Ticket” May 23-June 5, 2005.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Resolution 43-5-05 Report for Improvement

Councilor Warner asked if the water main would go far enough to make a cul-de-sac there.  Administrator Woodruff thought that the proposal was to extend the water main to the end of Lincoln.  Councilor Johnson questioned the process and if this would need a public hearing.  Larry Caron wanted to get this done this summer.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 43-05-05 ordering preparation of report on improvement.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Resolution 44-5-05 Park Playground Equipment

Administrator Woodruff showed a picture of the equipment that the park board had picked out.  Councilor Donovan asked if all of the money was from grants.  Administrator Woodruff replied that some, but not all was.  Administrator Woodruff called Miracle for some references.  She called some other cities and received positive reports about Miracle.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the surface was not in the resolution.  This will cost an estimated $1,200 more.  Councilor Donovan asked why this equipment is needed.  Councilor Warner stated that it is for ages 2-8.  Administrator Woodruff stated that day care people requested equipment for smaller children.  A lot of them walk down Main Street.  It is too far for them to go to Heritage Park.  The park board has reviewed this several times.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 44-05-05 approving purchase of library park playground equipment and ground surface material.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
D) Liaison Officer
The school board voted to eliminate the police liaison position due to budget cuts.  Mayor Swanson stated that the school is still interested in the DARE program since that is funded through donations.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she didn’t know if the school board knows all of the things that the liaison officer does.  Officer Honsey asked who was going to park cars at track meets and football games.  Administrator Woodruff asked if a delegation should go to a school board meeting.  Councilor Warner noted that the school board is making a lot of cuts.  There was a discussion about the school hiring Officer Honsey to do the DARE program.  The council discussed sending a letter to the school board about what the liaison officer has done.  Mayor Swanson noted that the high school principal complained about not having an officer in the morning for several months.  Councilor Warner would like to see more patrols after school.  Administrator Woodruff was directed to send a letter about services provided by the police that will no longer be available with the elimination of the liaison officer position.

E) Ordinance Amendment-Time Limits on Permit 

Administrator Woodruff explained the conflict between the zoning ordinance and the nuisance ordinance.  Also there is no start date or time limit listed on the permit.  The zoning board said the permit would be good for 180 days after the start date.  The zoning board requested that the start date be within two months of when they approve the permit.  Councilor Warner asked about the siding projects that were started before the city started requiring permits.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she has sent them all letters.  All except one have turned in permits.  She told these residents that they have six months to complete their projects.  Councilor Donovan asked what the next step is if they don’t complete their projects.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they get two notices and then we go to court.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the amended ordinance no. 1409.14.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Warner noted that most cities have a plaque that is placed in the window of those who have approved building permits.  Councilor Donovan asked how this would be followed up on.  Administrator Woodruff will make something up.

F) Ordinance Amendment-non-conforming use changes

Administrator Woodruff stated that she had mentioned this at the previous council meeting.  Councilor Johnson felt that something should be included in reference to the chiropractor building so that something like Gartner’s Garage doesn’t happen again.  Councilor Warner stated that Gartner’s are completely wrong; the city is just letting them be there.  Councilor Johnson stated that the chiropractor building is in the wrong, and city isn’t going to allow the change that they want.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the reason for the change to this ordinance is a change in state law.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the amendments to ordinance 1410.01 for state law additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

G) Request for Funds-Maple River Water Shed Project

Administrator Woodruff stated that the city donated money in 2001.  Councilor Johnson asked if Deputy Clerk Olsen had gone to any of the meetings.  Deputy Clerk Olsen replied that she had not been notified of when they were.  Councilor Warner was against spending lots of money on storm drain stenciling.  The stenciling is wearing off or has been covered over by seal coating.  He wasn’t sure if the money is getting to where it really needs to go.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to pledge $200.00 to the Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation District for the Maple River Watershed Project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   Councilor Johnson felt that if someone is willing to attend meetings, then they should at least be notified.  

H) Yard of the Month

Solie’s Castle was drawn as the Yard of the Month winner for June.  Mayor Swanson noted that Solie’s would have a D.J. on July 2nd for a wedding dance.  

I) Miscellaneous

Councilor Johnson noted that there is a trailer on the boulevard at 202 Second Ave SE.  Councilor Donovan stated that the trailer needs to be moved.  He had talked to Officer Honsey about it.  

Councilor Johnson noted that there is a refrigerator on the boulevard at 106 Third Ave SE that needs to have the doors taped shut.  This is a safety issue with kids.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to them.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:22 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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