CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, November 6, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen     

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, one Maple River student, Bob and Melissa Decker  

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 10-16-07

B) Bills 

C) Updated emergency plan

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street and Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Old Business

a. City Shop Preliminary costs 

Councilor Schultz presented a report on the last facility committee meeting.  It was the consensus of the committee to build on the city’s property located on Eighth Ave SE.  Councilor Schultz explained that the cost of the utilities and moving the clay pile should not be considered part of the new shop.  The majority of the utility cost would be assessed to adjacent property owners.  The committee was concerned about the Sellers property being land locked.  Councilor Treanor noted that the utilities and moving the clay pile would need to be paid for, whether the costs go against the shop price or not.  Councilor Etherington agreed with Councilor Treanor.  Councilor Etherington asked why things got changed because he thought that it was the consensus of the council to purchase the Sellers building.  Councilor Schultz stated that the public works employees did not influence the committee’s decision to change shop locations.  Councilor Treanor was not comfortable with assessing Larry Caron since he has enough assessments already and he has no plans to develop that property.  Councilor Treanor was concerned about the cost of a new shop on the city’s Eighth Avenue property.  Councilor Donovan and Schultz noted that the city is going to bid the project, not just to local contractors.  Councilor Schultz stated that the council needs to make a decision and move on.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Paul Sellers suggested costs for base work and a driveway approach would raise the cost approximately another $30,000.  She expressed concern about other unforeseen costs.  Councilor Treanor still felt that the Sellers building would be good for the short term.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the facility committee members all agreed that the shop would remain at the Sellers building.  The council discussed the addition options on the Sellers building.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to purchase Paul Seller’ building and Joe Massop’s adjacent property at a negotiated price not to exceed $176,000.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan and Schultz.  Motion carried.        

Presentations

Bob Decker and his wife were present to talk about the Highway 30 parking situation when the highway is rebuilt.  They wanted the council to consider that they have a daycare business and often there is not enough room in their driveway for parents to park.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council already decided that there was to be no parking from Fourth Avenue to Highway 22.  This is due to a safety issue and that there has been a fatality near the school.  Councilor Treanor stated that the parking would be similar to Highway 30 in New Richland.  Mr. Decker asked if this was already approved by the state.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there would be public meetings to discuss this issue with MNDOT.  

New Business

A. Resolution 98-11-07 Hire Clerical Position for City Hall

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the city received 34 applicants.  All were scored using a training and experience rating sheet.  The top four candidates were interviewed and the interview committee chose Lynn Glarner.  Councilor Schultz asked about her background.  Councilor Donovan asked if the wage was based on comparable worth. Councilor Etherington asked if Administrator Woodruff would do most of the EDA duties.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 98-11-07 hiring Lynn Glarner for the clerical position pending a background investigation for up to 32 hours per week at grade 5 step 1.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

Councilor Donovan asked about comparable worth.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is set up to make sure that the women get paid a wage comparable to men.  Councilor Donovan asked how this wage was set.  Administrator Woodruff explained that two council members and she reviewed each job and assigned points based on the state job match system.  Councilor Donovan asked for clarification that one person couldn’t move up on the scale unless everyone moves up.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she is working on a merit raise option for at least the part time employees.  

B. Subordination of property

Roberta and Ken Warneke requested a subordination of their due to refinancing.  Councilor Schultz explained that the city was in second position anyway.   Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the subordination request of Roberta and Kenneth Warneke.  Councilor Schultz abstained.  All rest voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. I & I Update

Administrator Woodruff presented an update on her I & I plan.  She is trying to compile data before meeting again with the engineers.  She has all of the sanitary sewer pumping reports and is comparing them to the water pumping reports.  Administrator Woodruff is researching cameras since the dye test is not reliable.  She would like to change how the notification process for unhooking foundation drains.  Administrator Woodruff recommended televising every line and notifying homeowners in advance of corrections that need to be made.  Councilor Donovan felt that all people who have homes for sale should notify city hall so their property could be tested.  Administrator Woodruff will be talking to other towns to see what has worked to reduce the problem.  Councilor Donovan felt that I & S should look at it.  Administrator Woodruff just wanted the council to know that she is working on it again.  

D. Resolution 101-11-07 Accepting Resignation of Brian Woller

Brian Woller was a part time officer who hasn’t worked here very much in the last couple of years.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 101-11-07 accepting the resignation of Brian Woller.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

E. Resolution 102-11-07 Approving Draw Request #1

Councilor Schultz asked if the project is going well.  The council commented that the project looks nice.  Councilor Donovan asked if this is for work completed and if a portion of this bill would be billed to the churches.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the churches would be billed separately for some of the work.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 102-11-07 approving draw request number one from WW Blacktopping, Inc. in the amount of $74,822.65.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F. Amend Junk Car Ordinance

Administrator Woodruff explained how the police wanted the ordinance to read.  The county attorney recommended this change due to a pending situation.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to amend section 94.01 of the Mapleton City Code.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson talked about the mess in the curling club parking lot.  Mayor Swanson and Administrator Woodruff decided to hire Paul Sellers to fix the problem rather than trying to get Contractor’s Edge to fix it.  Councilor Schultz asked if all of this was documented so that it could be taken out of their retainage.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Bolton and Menk talked several times to Contractor’s Edge about fixing it and have an engineer on site.  Supposedly Contractor’s Edge fixed it on a Saturday and the engineers weren’t notified.  Councilor Schultz stated that it needs to be fixed and take it out of Contractor’s Edge’s retainage.  Administrator Woodruff received quotes from Sellers and WW.  
· Administrator Woodruff reported that the restaurant should be open for dinner by the end of the month.  There was general discussion about the restaurant.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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