  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday December 7, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Cox, Johnson, Warner and Mayor Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen and Officer Honsey

Others present:  Kevin Donovan-councilor elect, Chris Arce-Maple River Messenger, and John Clark.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned one bill.

Councilor Johnson encouraged others to attend the conference for elected officials.

Councilor Johnson and Mayor Swanson commented on the Safe & Sober information.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 11-16-04

B)  Bills

C)  Liaison Officer Log Sheet

D) Council Leadership conference

E) Safe & Sober Grant Information

F) Gambling Report October

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Police Report

Chris Arce asked about an item in the minutes from the meeting held on November 16, 2004.

Adopt Agenda

BHI license was added as new business item g.

Flag Bearers was added as new business item I.

Van Rossum property was added as new business item j.

Miscellaneous was added as new business item k.

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Old Business

a) Beer sales at Casey’s-Sunday and Holiday hours

Administrator Woodruff stated that Casey’s asked what hours they could sell beer on Sundays and holidays.  She informed the council that the state only allows beer to be sold after noon on Sundays and regular hours on holidays.  The council discussed how late beer can be sold and that the city can be stricter than state statute. 

7:00 Truth and Taxation Hearing


Budget changes for 2005

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information in the council packet about the budget changes.  Mayor Swanson asked the council to consider spraying for mosquitoes next summer.  The council discussed various aspects of mosquito control.  It was the consensus of the council to budget $10,000 for mosquito control.  Councilor Johnson asked what the percent increase in the budget is.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the general increased eight percent, but the overall increase was 5.3 percent due to a decrease in the debt service levy.  

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting at 7:03 p.m. and opened the Truth and Taxation hearing.  Mayor Swanson read the posted notice.  Chris Arce asked where the notice was posted.  Administrator Woodruff explained where the official posting locations were and that the city was not required to print this in the newspaper.  The council was surprised that no residents attended the public hearing.  There was a discussion about how low the budget increase is for 2005.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. and re-opened the council meeting.

New Business

a)  Resolution 74-12-04 – Video Camera in squad car

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Officer Honsey explained the differences between the two quotes.  Chris Arce asked questions about the November police report.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 74-12-04 accepting purchase of video recorder in squad car from Watch Guard in the amount of $4,909.50.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

b) Ordinance amendment-Zoning Board 

Mayor Swanson read the zoning ordinance amendment summary sheet.  Administrator Woodruff explained the amendments.  There were questions by Councilor Cox and Councilor-elect Donovan about bushes and trees planted in boulevards.  There was some discussion about the one-foot overhang amendment.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approved the ordinance amendments for 1409.04, 1409.05 sub. 3, 1409.05 subd. 5 and 1409.07.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the ordinance summary for publication.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Councilor Warner noted that 1409.04 should only apply to R-1 and R-2 zoned districts, not R-3.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to amend the motion that 1409.04 does not apply to R-3 districts.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Amendment carried.  No action was taken on the motion after the amendment.

c) Water pumping update

Administrator Woodruff noted that the water hydrant was fixed today and that Motel 22 is in the process of fixing their problem.  There was a discussion about the motel situation.

d) Well Closing update

Councilor Warner asked how the city found out about the well on the Berg property.  Administrator Woodruff told the council that Water Operator Johnson found it a couple of years ago.  It would be cheaper for the city to pay $200 and the county $200 rather than go through the abatement process.  There was a discussion of the well sealing process.

e) Maple View Addition update 

The council expressed concern the storm and sanitary sewers.  Administrator Woodruff informed that the city engineer will put together a list of items that the city should require before accepting this road back.  This was just an FYI.  The Duncanson’s are going to the Zoning Board first to see about replotting this subdivision.  There was a discussion about the final plans of the road and the utilities.  

f) Utility rate increase

There was a discussion about the increases in previous years.  Administrator Woodruff recommended the council raise rates two or three percent.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 75-12-04 increasing water, sewer flat rate and sewer pumping fees by two percent in 2005.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

g) BFI License

This refuse license is for commercial dumpsters.  There was a discussion about this.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Cox seconded to approve the license of BFI Waste Services.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

h) Mn/DOT Update

Administrator Woodruff talked to City Engineer Coudron for an update.  There should be information for the next council meeting.

i) Flag Bearer

Mayor Swanson relayed to the council that the Maple River Booster Club purchased a 12 by 18 foot American flag to boost patriotism at sporting events.  They are asking groups to unfold the flag during the National Anthem.  Mayor Swanson asked if all council members, Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen and their spouses would be willing to do this.  There was more discussion about the actual ceremony.  It was the consensus to do this at the December 16, 2004 basketball game.  Mayor Swanson will confirm the time that everyone needs to be at the school.

j) VanRosum Property

Councilor Warner noted that the VanRosum property located just outside of the city limits looks very bad.  He feels that this property may be a haven for unwanted wildlife.  Administrator Woodruff will send a letter to Mapleton Township.

k) Miscellaneous

· Councilor Cox asked if any notices have been sent to Wallace Electric about their junk.

· Administrator Woodruff reported that 207 Silver Street East has finally completed siding their house after several notices were sent.  Councilor-elect Donovan asked what the length of time was to complete a project.  Administrator Woodruff replied that people have 120 days.  He asked what recourse the city has for uncompleted projects.

Mayor Swanson recessed the meeting at 8:07 p.m.  All were invited to his house for the annual Christmas party.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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