CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday March 25, 2008

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Kelly -Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, Orville Gartner-Mapleton Township, Tony Bach-Mapleton Township.   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz asked about the letter from the Attorney General.  Both Councilor Schultz and Councilor Donovan felt that the city should take the opportunity to shorten the contract with Waste Management and go out for bids.    

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 3/4/08 and 3/10/08

B)  Bills

C) Letter from Attorney General

D) Zoning minutes and permit

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, Liquor Store 

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 18-3-08 was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Etherington requested the police officers be discussed.  It was added under Miscellaneous.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Bolton and Menk

Engineer Coudron talked about the preferred location of the storm water retention pond for the Highway 30 project.  He explained why this is the preferred location as opposed to previous proposals.  Councilor Donovan asked about the condition of the tile line that would discharge excess water from the pond.  Engineer Coudron stated that it is MNDOT’s position that the current tile line works and won’t need to be updated.  Councilor Donovan asked if MNDOT would assist with upgrading the county tile line should it not be able to handle the water flow.  The engineers will discuss this with MNDOT.  Engineer Sarff stated that this proposed pond could also accommodate the development of Washington Avenue and improvements to Fifth and Sixth Avenues.  The proposed pond would have to be larger if the area north of Washington Avenue is developed.  It was the general consensus of the council to approve the proposed location of the storm water retention pond.  

Engineer Sarff updated the council on the 2006 project.  The storm sewer outlet was televised and it  appears to be clean.  All of the punch list items have been taken care of.  Engineer Sarff will initiate a letter with the final pay request.  The amounts that the city paid for the curling club lot repair will be deducted from the pay request.  Engineer Sarff explained that the city could pursue liquidated damages since the sewer was not completed on time.  It was his opinion that the city should not seek the liquidated damages unless the Contractor’s Edge does not approve the pay request.  Engineer Sarff felt that it is in everyone’s best interest to get this project closed out.  The final project did come in approximately $100,000 under the bid amount.  It was the general consensus of the council to not go after the liquidated damages at this time and to try to finalize the project with the pay request.  The council thanked them for attending.  

Old Business

a. Township snowplowing

Orville Gartner explained that the township did put crushed rock on the portion of Borchert Road east of Highway 22 four years ago.  The township did not stop at the township line and that they have maintained that portion of the road.  Mr. Gartner also explained that half of Borchert Road adjacent to the Jaeger property was annexed into the city limits.  He proposed that the township pay for 75% of the gravel that is placed on Borchert Road from Highway 22 west until a little past Eighth Avenue or approximately where Seventh Ave would be located.  The city would continue to do the grading and snowplowing.  Mayor Swanson asked about the portion of Borchert Road east of Highway 22.  Mr. Gartner stated that the city wanted to maintain that portion.  It was the consensus that the city would determine how much gravel would be needed on the road and when it would be applied.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the agreement as stated for the term of five years.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Councilor Donovan asked what the township is doing to clean up the VanRossum property.  Mr. Gartner stated that the county took care of the problem.  

b. Restaurant – bill review  

Administrator Woodruff stated that Tony Gregor would like the city to reconsider the bills for the air exchanger in the kitchen.  There is also an issue with the freezer getting stuck and going into defrost.  The council asked questions about the bills and the status of the repairs.  It was Councilor Donovan’s opinion that the council should stick with its previous decision not to pay the bills for the air exchanger repairs.  Councilor Schultz requested that the city attorney look at the lease agreement to see if it is just for the building in working condition or if it includes the restaurant equipment in working condition.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to table the Token bill requests until Tony Gregor can attend a meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.     

c. RFP for engineers  

Administrator Woodruff sent out 9 packets for RFP for engineers.  Councilor Schultz volunteered to be on the selection committee.  
New Business

A. Resolution 16-3-08 Fire Station Bid and letter from attorney

Administrator Woodruff sent out 8 packets to local contractors and received one back by the bid-opening deadline.  One bid came back late.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city has never accepted late bids and the city has accepted bids when there has only been one bid.  Administrator Woodruff expressed concern that this one bid is now public.  If it is re-bid, it isn’t fair to the one who submitted the bid on time.  The attorney expressed concern that if the city rejects bids and re-bids; there could be a lawsuit from the one who did bid.  Mayor Swanson asked why local contractors didn’t bid on the project.  The council discussed some of the rumors that they have heard.  Councilor Treanor stated that the local contractors shouldn’t complain since they didn’t even put a bid in on the project.  Councilor Schultz said that all of the rules were followed so the city should accept the bid.  The bid did come in under the preliminary estimate of what the project would cost.  Councilor Schultz also felt that this contractor would get the work done by the deadline.  Councilor Donovan stated that if the council doesn’t accept this bid, then the project would be postponed until at least next winter.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 16-3-08 accepting bid for fire station remodeling from Farm and City Construction in the amount of $46,196.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

B. Resolution 17-3-08 Wage increase for janitorial service at Liquor Store  

Mayor Swanson summarized the letter from Becky Rose.  Mayor Swanson asked for a clarification on the monthly rate.  The council questioned paying sales tax.  Administrator Woodruff will check into the tax rules.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 17-3-08 accepting janitorial increase for liquor store in the amount of an additional $120 per month plus tax.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Office assistant hours increase for summer

Administrator Woodruff requested that Lynn Glarner’s hours be increased to temporary full time without benefits when Deputy Clerk Olsen takes maternity leave.  It was the general consensus of the council to approve this.  

D.   Resolution 18-03-08 Reserve Police Officer

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Mayor Swanson asked for background information about this person.  Administrator Woodruff only knew that he is a college student at MSU.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 180-030-08 appointing William Ericksen as a police reserve officer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff requested a workshop with the city engineers to look at a computer program that they have available to the city.  A lot of the utility information would be imputed into this system.  This would record a lot of information that is currently not recorded anywhere.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern about switching engineering firms.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this would be considered a separate entity/client from the engineering.  Councilor Schultz said that the program could save time and money in the long run.  It was the consensus of the council to have a demonstration before the second council meeting in April.  
· Councilor Etherington expressed concern about a police officer that is rumored to perform a lot of traffic stops.  He talked about an incident.  Mayor Swanson stated that three different people had contacted him and there is another side to the story.  Councilor Schultz stated that there is a formal grievance report and a procedure that should be followed for complaints.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the police chief has reviewed every rumored complaint and has reviewed the car camera tapes.  She also stated that the number of traffic stops that the police make have not increased from previous years.  Councilor Schultz asked if Chief Honsey has talked to the Windmill owner and Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo.    
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:24 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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