CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Wednesday August 4, 2010
Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Water Operator Johnson, Fire Relief Treasurer Keith McCutchen, Fire Relief President Jon Klenk 
Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Melissa Anne-Chamber Coordinator
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.   
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

M & M Insurance letter was added as item F.
St. Andrew’s Court punch list was added as item G.
Councilor Donovan asked if someone questioned if someone is complaining about the drain tile.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Jeff Kunkel hasn’t hooked up the drain tile yet.    
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 7/21/10
B. Bills totaling  $46,597.32
C. Victorian Garden Party August 7th
D. Drain tile by Kunkel/Juliar/Anderson
E. Staff Written Reports

F. M & M Insurance Letter

G. St. Andrew’s Court punch list

Adopt Agenda

Mosquito Control was added as New Business item C.
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported that the water main project for Prairie Gold Seed and Kaduce Tires will begin soon.  The water tower was inspected by a company that was hoping to get a contract.  The tower is getting close to getting an overcoat in the next three to five years.   
Fire
Jon Klenk reported that there was nothing new for the month of July.
Liquor

Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo reported on Fire Fighter’s Dance.  She suggested moving the date of the dance to in the fall.  The deck will be sealed this week.  Wine sales have picked up a little.  
Police

Chief Honsey reported that the 2010 squad car is now in service.  They received a piece of equipment worth about $3,000 for winning a Safe and Sober challenge.  He has been working on safety issues.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for his hard work.  Councilor Schultz asked about the new dog.  Chief Honsey reported that the dog should be certified by mid October.    
Chamber
Melissa Anne reported that they now have 69 members.  They have 2 MVAC teenagers working with some chamber members.  The Farmer’s Market is on Friday’s through Oct 13th from 3 to 6 p.m.  The community garden is full, including the three slots for the food shelf.  Over 60 people attended the beach party bingo.  She is making plans for the next beach party bingo event.  The chamber is focusing on the back to school sale.  They are trying to create a greater sense of community.  The new chamber web site is up and running.      

Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports and to keep up the good work.  
Budget Review

Administrator Woodruff handed out the Revenue portion of the budget.  If anyone has any questions, please call.  She asked if the council would like to hold a workshop in the next month.  It was the consensus of the council to hold the workshop one hour before the next council meeting.    
Presentations

Fire Relief Association:  Jon Klenk and Keith McCutchen
Keith McCutchen explained the relief schedule.  There is no required additional city contribution this year.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the fire relief watch their investments very close and do a great job.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the fire relief schedule for 2010.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending and to keep up the good work.  

Brian Johnson – Main Street overnight parking

Did not attend the meeting.  
Unfinished Business:  

A. Resolution 23-7-10 Step Increase  

Councilor Schultz stated that this has been discussed at the last two meetings and everyone has heard all sides.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 23-7-10 approving step increase for full time employees beginning with the fourteenth payroll of the year.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.
New Business

A. Snow Ordinance review
Administrator Woodruff requested clarification on the sidewalk snow removal ordinance.  There was question last year if the sidewalks needed to be cleaned the full width of the sidewalk.  Police Chief Honsey stated that originally this started because an elderly person could not get his walker down the shoveled path.  Councilor Etherington felt that the $50 fine was too high.  Mayor Swanson replied that the city set the amount high enough so that the city did not get in the snow removal business.  City employees would prefer that the residents hire someone else to clear the sidewalks.  Councilor Donovan stated that if the rest of the sidewalk is cleaned, they shouldn’t be fined if the snowplow deposited snow in the corner.  Councilor Donovan was not in favor of lowering the fine.  It was the consensus of the council to change the ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff will bring back the ordinance in a format to approve.  
B. Resolution 28-7-10 Safety Committee 
Administrator Woodruff explained that there is a regional safety committee that organizes trainings which our employees attend training.  Staff felt that we needed a local committee to keep on top of safety issues and follow through.  Water Operator Johnson and Police Chief Honsey noted that there are more OSHA inspectors and they are fining more.  The committee will meet monthly.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 28-7-10 approving the safety committee.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

C. Yard of the Month 
  Sean Erickson was chosen as the yard of the month winner.  
D. Mosquito control
Councilor Etherington stated that Minnesota Lake is charging a dollar per month to each household to spray for mosquitoes.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is not legal to put mosquito control on the utility bills.  She thought that it would cost $5,000 to $7,000 to do the whole town for the summer.  Mayor Swanson stated that mosquito control donuts have been placed in the wet pond areas.  The parks also had granular sprinkled in them.  Mayor Swanson state that the people who live near the ponds claim that it does make some difference.  Councilor Schultz recommended checking into different options to spray for mosquitoes.  He also recommended putting information on web page and utility bills to remind residents of things that they could do to help with mosquito control.   
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:58 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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