CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, September 5, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Helen Gerth, Martin Kleven, Beverly Pahl, Ron Hummer, Tony Gregor, Ken Kain, Mike Cleary, Luke Belgard, Elsie Hanson, Jon Garber, Mike Samuelson, Gary Krengel, Joann Krengel, Cindy Dietz, Michael Ward, Colette Drager, Chris Rigdon, Jola Walker, Matt Stoltzman, Dan Germo, Cecil Strehlo, and Judd Schultz

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 8/15/06

B) Bills

C) July Gambling Report

D) Westrum Leak Detection Report

E) Water tower cleaning update


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Police Report

 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A. 2007 Proposed Budget

Administrator Woodruff stated that there was no general levy increase.  She said that the final budget could not increase, but could decrease.  Administrator Woodruff said that some of the line item numbers might yet change.  She stated that the debt service levy increased because of the 2006 street project.  Councilor Warner suggested cutting three or four percent in most areas because of the large debt increase.  Administrator Woodruff said that the line items are run pretty tight and there isn’t much extra in the general fund.  She stated that services would have to be cut.  Councilor Warner felt that the council members could come up with some suggestions of areas to cut.  Administrator Woodruff said that it has been several years since there has been no increase in the budget.  Councilor Johnson suggested that the budget be run again after the October books are closed.  That way it would be easier to compare the actual amount spent to the budgeted amount.  She suggested that another budget workshop be held at that time to reevaluate items.  

1.  Resolution 65-09-06 Adopting Proposed budget and tax levy

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 65-09-06 adopting proposed budget and tax levy for 2007.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

2. Resolution 66-09-06 Budget hearing dates

Mayor Swanson read the hearing dates.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 66-09-06 selecting two budget hearing dates.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Public Hearing 7:15 – Garfield right of way deduction

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m.  Mayor Swanson read the public notice and asked for comments from the residents.  Helen Gerth said that the street does not need to be wide because only four or five houses use the street for driveway entrances.  She also noted that it would never go beyond the two blocks.  Elsie Hanson asked if the city services would remain the same for plowing snow and garbage removal.  The council said that the services would remain the same.  Councilor Johnson asked Ms. Gerth if she knew where her property lines were located.  Ms. Gerth did not know where they were.  Councilor Johnson felt that Ms. Gerth had structures, such as a fence and garage, closer to the street than others along Garfield.  Councilor Johnson stated that she had looked at the Sidwel and the right-of-way appears to be right next to the fence line.  Ms. Gerth was certain that her grandfather did not place the fence or hedge in the right-of-way.  Jon Garber questioned why the right-of-way was 66 feet.  Councilor Warner replied that approximately ninety percent of the city streets are plotted with that as a standard width.  Mr. Garber asked if a fire truck could still get down a fifty-foot street.  Mike Samuelson said there would be no problem with that.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there are some streets in town that have a fifty-foot right-of-way.  Councilor Warner said that if the street is replaced, it would still probably only be thirty or thirty-two feet wide.  Mr. Samuelson felt that the street could be narrower since the two blocks don’t go anywhere.  Administrator Woodruff said that the street wouldn’t be any narrower, just more of the boulevard would become their property.  There was a discussion about the 34 and 36-foot street widths on the new streets in the southwest area of town.  Gary Krengel asked if the footage on his abstract would be changed.  Councilor Warner said that the original plotted lot wouldn’t change, just a note would be made about the added footage.  Mayor Swanson asked if their real estate taxes would go up because of the additional land.  Councilor Warner didn’t think that this would affect their taxes very much.  Mayor Swanson thanked all for attending.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing at 7:25 p.m. and reopened the council meeting.  

Councilor Johnson wanted to know for sure where the right-of-way boundaries were located and how it would affect the abutting property owners.  Mr. Garber stated that Mr. Kleven’s property line was marked.  Councilor Warner said that it was approximately eleven paces from Mr. Kleven’s property line.  Mr. Samuelson said that the curb radii were in place and that setback could be measured from there.  Ms. Gerth asked if she would receive an official letter to add to her abstract.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she would record this vacation with the county.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 71-09-06 vacating a portion of the right of way for Garfield Street from Second Ave S.E. to Fourth Avenue S.E.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  Johnson.  Motion carried.  

Public Hearing 7:30 Proposed assessment for storm sewer project

Mayor Swanson closed the city council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:31 p.m.  Mayor Swanson read the public notice.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city would be paying for half of the project.  Administrator Woodruff said that Brian Court was the first step because it is such a wet area.  She didn’t have a firm price yet on how much it would cost.  Administrator Woodruff had estimated that the project would cost approximately $20,000.  At this price, the property owners would be assessed $833.  At this time the proposal is to put the sump pump line in the back yards on the south side of Brian Court and in the boulevard on the north side of Brian Court and Eighth Ave SE.  Administrator Woodruff asked the residents for their opinions if they would rather have the sump pump lines in their backyards.  Mayor Swanson gave some history of the water problems in the area.  He volunteered this area to be an experimental test area for sump pump lines.  Mike Ward asked how deep the line would be.  Cindy Dietz asked how large the line would be.  She talked about problems another resident has had with the line freezing in the winter.  Administrator Woodruff stated that is a different case and it has to do with how long his line is.  Tony Gregor was against putting the line in.  He does not have a sump pump nor does he have any storm water problems.  Colette Drager has had to remodel the bottom level of their house because of water issues.  Her sump pump runs a lot.  Luke Belgard stated that he hasn’t lived there very long, but that he also pumps a lot of water.  Mr. Gregor, Mr. Kain and Mrs. Dietz all expressed concern about driveway problems if the line is put in front of their houses.  Mike Cleary did not want his driveway to be cut for the installation of this line.  He would approve of it being placed in his backyard.  Mayor Swanson asked the cost difference for directional drilling the line under driveways.  Administrator Woodruff did not have a quote for that, but it would cost more money.  There was discussion of possible field tile in the area that may be causing some of the storm water problems.  Mr. Ward asked how much it would cost to connect his sump pump to the sump pump collection line.  Administrator Woodruff did not have a cost estimate for that.  Administrator Woodruff asked where their lines currently run.  Councilor Warner stated that the council hopes that these sump pump collector lines would take care of two problems – getting the water out of the street and to avoid switching the sump pump water to the sanitary sewer in the winter.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that the lines could be installed in the back yards of Brian Court and to not do Eighth Ave SE at this time.  She thought that the line would still have to cross Eighth Ave SE to connect to the catch basin there.  Mrs. Dietz was very concerned about the line freezing in the winter.  There was a discussion about the problems that water standing on the street causes.  Councilor Warner asked if these lines were for surface water or just sump pumps.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they were just for sump pumps.  Mr. Kain asked if downspouts could be connected to it.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they could not be connected.  Councilor Warner asked how large the pipe would be.  Administrator Woodruff thought that it was a four-inch pipe.  Mrs. Dietz asked if four inches would be large enough if the line were extended further.  Administrator Woodruff thought that the line should be six inches.  Councilor Donovan said that any water to the north of Mrs. Dietz’s property would go to the north because that is how it falls now.  Mr. Cleary would like to see a location determined.  Mrs. Dietz would prefer it in her backyard.  There was discussion about the location of the lines.  Councilor Donovan asked if an easement would be needed to place the line in the backyards.  He also asked how the line would be maintained if it is on private property.  Mayor Swanson asked if an estimate could be obtained from Paul Sellers for attaching the sump pump discharge to the sump pump collector line.  There was more discussion about winter freezing.  Mayor Swanson requested more information on the size of the pipe and how deep it was going to be placed.  He recommended continuing this hearing at a later time.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern about the driveways.  He felt that at least six feet of the driveway needed to be replaced rather than just a foot.  He also asked about directional boring.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to continue the hearing at a later date.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Mayor Swanson thanked everyone for attending.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 8:03 p.m.

Public Hearing 7:45 Vacate Alley

Mayor Swanson closed the city council meeting and opened the public hearing at 8:04 p.m.  Mayor Swanson read the public hearing notice.  Chris Rigdon requested the alley be vacated because it does not get used and there is no reason to have it there.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 8:06 p.m.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 73-09-06 vacating alley located in block 7, Plymats Addition.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Public Hearing 8:00 Vacate a portion of 6th Avenue NE

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 8:07 p.m.  Mayor Swanson read the public notice.  Matt Stoltzman said that Jola Walker and himself were present to represent the landowner opinion.  Dan Germo stated that he needed the street vacated so that he could build his house on the property.  Otherwise he wouldn’t be able to meet the setbacks.  Councilor Warner asked if the 53-feet to the north was measured from what was Mound Avenue.  Mr. Germo talked about how his garage and house would be situated on the lot.  Councilor Johnson asked Mr. Germo to explain at what point the street ended in relation to the water hydrant.  Mr. Germo thought that it was seven or eight feet.  Mr. Stoltzman said that the garages are on the south side of these two new homes.  The length of the street was determined to give them enough room to back a vehicle out of the driveway.  He said that it would be difficult to develop any further to the north.  Mr. Stoltzman said that sanitary sewer would not work with the grade of the hill and that the water would drop a long ways.  He felt that utilities would need to come from Seventh or Eighth Ave NE for any future development to the north.  Councilor Donovan said that he had spent some time up there talking to the neighbors and Paul Sellers.  Mr. Stoltzman said that they had requested service lines.  Now the city has extended the water and sewer mains.  Mr. Germo said that his porch is now sixteen feet from the hydrant.  Councilor Donovan was under the assumption that service lines were going to be installed and now the hydrant was moved and mains installed.  He felt that now the street needs to be left in to the fire hydrant.  Administrator Woodruff didn’t know that the hydrant had been moved until she had spoken to Mr. Germo.  Mayor Swanson asked who put this in.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew had Paul Sellers do it.  Councilor Donovan was upset because he estimated that it was several thousand dollars to put the mains in.  Councilor Treanor said that someone had to direct Sellers to install the mains.  Councilor Donovan said that Sellers told him that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew and Water Operator Johnson were present when the mains were installed.  Councilor Donovan asked who approved the expense to install the water and sewer mains.  Administrator Woodruff said that the council approved the service lines.  Councilor Johnson was estimating how many feet there were from the end of block 6 to the fire hydrant.   Councilor Warner said that the city may own part of the street right-of-way, but it could be grass.  Mr. Germo just wanted to make sure that enough of the street was vacated to that he could build his house.  Councilor Johnson was caught off guard with the hydrant having been moved.  Councilor Johnson said that the moving of the fire hydrant was an internal issue that needed to addressed, not a concern for the residents that are up there.  Mr. Stoltzman said that he was sure that the city crew had a good reason for extending the water and sewer, but that wasn’t the point of them coming to the meeting.  Councilor Johnson questioned if a cul-de-sac should be put in.  Mr. Stoltzman said that wouldn’t be needed.  Councilor Warner said that a cul-de-sac should have a 100-foot diameter and that there wasn’t enough room for that.  Mr. Germo stated that the snow could just be pushed to the end of the street.  Administrator Woodruff said that at a council meeting the city had agreed to put in the street and extend the service lines.  She said that the property owners would get assessed when the street is redone and the mains are installed, like what was done for the Stoltzman’s.  Mr. Stoltzman said that he has a service line and a sewer cleanout.  Mayor Swanson said there was a breakdown in the communication.  Councilor Warner stated that city would have had to pass a motion to approve the project.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that the resolution be changed to vacate north of the fire hydrant.  Mr. Germo stated that he would need a variance because his porch would only be sixteen feet from the fire hydrant and twenty-two feet to his house foundation.  Administrator Woodruff said that a motion should be made to approve the variance and his building permit.  Councilor Donovan asked if the council could vacate what had been requested and then get an easement to the water main.  Then there wouldn’t need to be a variance.  There was a discussion as to how the distance of 53 feet was arrived at.  Councilor Warner said that someone would need to measure this with a tape.  Councilor Johnson suggested that a tentative motion be made contingent on the actual measurements.  The resolution could be finalized at the next meeting.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing at 8:35 and reopened the council meeting.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 74-09-06 vacating a portion of Sixth Ave NE contingent on measurements and proper easements being in place.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Presentations 

8:15  Judd Schultz – MVAC Grant – new loan policy

Judd Schultz explained the loan policy change for homeowner projects.  He asked the council to consider a policy change to the following terms:  the first $2,500 is a city grant; any amount over that is a fifteen-year deferred no interest loan.  There would be no payments due the first five years.  The loan would be repaid in years six through fifteen.  Councilor Johnson questioned the amount of money.  Mr. Schultz stated that there could be a limit on the maximum amount loaned.  Mr. Schultz said that person needed to occupy the house for the full fifteen years.  If they move out prior to the fifteen years, the total amount is due and payable.  Councilor Warner stated that in the long run this would be beneficial to the city.  Councilor Johnson asked if the house problems tended to be lead issues.  Mr. Schultz said that there were certain things that they have to do with properties for health and safety reasons.  If they were unable to get enough funding for the health and safety issues, then nothing would be done on the project.  Mr. Schultz said that they exhaust all other sources of funding before he asks for city funds.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern about the people trashing the property and then it would be worthless.  Mr. Schultz stated that they would be making loan payments during years six through fifteen.  Councilor Donovan asked what happens if they don’t make it five years.  Mr. Schultz stated that is a risk of loaning money.  He said that the loan would be recorded before the small cities lien.  Councilor Johnson asked about stipulations if they default and don’t pay.  Mr. Schultz stated that this policy change does not need to be approved by DEED.  Councilor Donovan stated that he thought the previous request was for a loan.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it was a grant from the EDA.  Councilor Warner asked if there was any way the council could look at the property to see if it was worth the investment.  Mr. Schultz said that a project would not be submitted for approval if it weren’t suitable for rehabilitation.  Councilor Donovan asked if there was also an income verification.  Mr. Schultz explained that there is.  Councilor Donovan asked if the money that they contribute to the project could be a second mortgage.  Then that would put the city in third position.  Councilor Warner asked if there was a maximum limit on the loans.  Mr. Schultz said that could be left open since these loans would be approved on a case-by-case basis.  Councilors Donovan and Johnson questioned the terms of the loans.  Administrator Woodruff stated that most of the EDA funds are from the 1993 and 1989 Small Cities Development projects.  Those monies are supposed to be put back into housing.  Councilor Johnson noted that most of the loans given out are to businesses.  Administrator Woodruff stated that DEED made it clear that the money is supposed to go back into housing.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to change the homeowner policy on loans the city makes.  The first $2,500 is a grant and any amount over that is a no interest deferred installment loan.  There is an open cap on the amount to be loaned at this time due to review on a case-by-case basis.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Mr. Schultz presented a loan request.  It will cost approximately $45,000 to fix all of the health and safety issues in the house.  He has exhausted all other sources of funding and still needs approximately $11,000 to do the project.  Councilor Warner asked about the saleable market value of the house.  Mr. Schultz said there would be enough value to cover all of the loans.  Councilor Donovan asked if this was all EDA money.  Administrator Woodruff said that it was.  Mr. Schultz said it is a first come, first served for available funds.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern about depleting the EDA account too low so that the city would be unable to grant a business loan.  Administrator Woodruff stated that only a certain amount was set aside for housing projects.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to grant the loan request.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Mr. Schultz stated that they are struggling to get more commercial interest.  He said that the existing slum and blight area may need to be expanded to generate more commercial interest.  Mr. Schultz requested that the council think about this.

Ron Hummer

· Mr. Hummer explained his sewer situation.  He proposed to put his sewer line straight north to the street.  This would eliminate having to remove his deck and porch.  Mr. Hummer would then cap the line that goes to the west.  Administrator Woodruff recommended Engineer Coudron talk to Mr. Hummer about this.  Councilor Warner wanted to see more details.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she would contact Mr. Hummer about this.  

· Mr. Hummer asked if it was possible to change to a different cable TV company.  There was a discussion about the recent random periods of it being fuzzy.  Administrator Woodruff said that the city needs a different company that would want to come to Mapleton.  She explained that the Hickory Tech tower is in the way of the US Cable dish; however, US Cable approved where Hickory Tech put their tower.  Councilor Treanor said that Hickory Tech is working their way to Mapleton.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Hummer for attending the meeting.

Mayor Swanson read a thank you note from Florence Proehl.

The council took a short recess.  

New Business

A. Resolution 67-09-06 Approving Draw Request #4 Contractor’s Edge

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 67-09-06 approving draw request number four from Contractor’s Edge in the amount of $419023.70.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 68-09-06 Auction forfeited land
Administrator Woodruff explained that this piece of property went back to the city for non-payment of taxes.  Councilor Johnson asked if this would include assessments.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this piece of property was purchased for a parking lot and wasn’t used.  Councilor Donovan asked if the original assessments were greater than the appraised value.  Councilor Warner stated that a parking lot is the only logical use of the parcel of property.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 68-09-06 approving public auction for property forfeited to the state of Minnesota.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 69-09-06 Police Policy Revisions and Additions

Mayor Swanson noted that there were three different items that were revised.  Administrator Woodruff stated that these changes were recommended by the state.  Councilor Warner did not think that these changes were necessary, but probably a good idea.  Councilor Johnson questioned the wording “whenever possible” on page 12.  Councilor Donovan thought that perhaps it should read “as soon as possible”.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is right off of how the state said it needed to read.  She suggested that passing this resolution could wait until the next council meeting.  Councilor Johnson moved to table Resolution 69-09-06 for further clarifications.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

D. Resolution 70-09-06 Ordering Improvement and Preparations of Plans
Councilor Johnson asked if the wording should be changed to adjacent property owners rather than property owners.  She felt that all of the property owners in town were going to pay for this because it is going to be paid by the storm sewer district.  Administrator Woodruff didn’t think that it needed to be changed because the churches weren’t going to be charged.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council if they wanted First Ave NW to be designed at this time or just the storm sewer.  Councilor Warner felt that just the storm sewer should be designed in such a way as to hook easily into First Ave NW.  He felt it was a waste of money to design any more than the storm sewer.  Councilor Donovan clarified that this is just approving the plans, not the project.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it was just the plans.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 70-09-06 ordering improvement and preparation of plans for the installation of a storm sewer line from the alley between St. John’s Lutheran Church and St. Teresa Catholic church and to run toward Highway 30.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

E. Resolution 71-09-06 Vacating a portion of Garfield right of way
Approved earlier in the meeting.

F. Resolution 72-09-06 Adopting Assessment
No action taken.    

G. Resolution 73-09-06 Vacating Alley
Approved earlier in the meeting.

H. Resolution 74-09-06 Vacating Sixth Ave
Approved earlier in the meeting.

I. Resolution 75-09-06 Fire Equipment
Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Johnson asked how many sets of turn out gear the Fire Department was requesting.  Administrator Woodruff thought that it was three sets.  She said that some of the gear is getting worn out.  Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the Fire Department received a matching grant in the amount of $2,000 for this purpose.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 75-09-06 approving new turn out gear for the fire department for $5,000.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

J. Pygmy goats
Mayor Swanson read the request to have pygmy goats in town.  Mayor Swanson asked what differentiated farm animals from pets.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she had asked on the list serv what other cities allowed.  She found out that no one allows pygmy goats.  Administrator Woodruff said that if the council wants to allow these goats in town, the ordinance would have to be changed.  Councilor Johnson said that Kasota has an issue with some people who raise pygmy goats in their town.  Councilor Warner stated that the Klein’s cows are grandfathered in.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to deny the request to allow pygmy goats.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous
· Administrator Woodruff reported that there may need to be an emergency council meeting to deal with street project dirt issues.  The rest of the clay will be going to either the southeast corner of the lagoon area or to the west.  Contractor’s Edge is concerned about access.  Engineer Coudron is looking at different options.  The city may need to put in a road at the lagoon.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Contractor’s Edge keeps saying that the city told them that the lagoon area was full.   She said that putting in a road is the least expensive option.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern about the truck weight and that it would need to be a two-way road.  Administrator Woodruff said that Contractor’s Edge wants the trucks to be able to pass.  Councilor Warner said that the way Contractor’s Edge was originally dumping, the lagoon was full unless the dirt is shaped up.  Councilor Donovan asked if this would affect the structure of the ponds.  Administrator Woodruff said that it wouldn’t be that close to the ponds.  Councilor Warner said that it is the city’s responsibility to put the dirt somewhere.  He felt that the city could afford to put the road in, rather than paying for the trucking.  Mayor Swanson expressed concern that the city may have lost a place for the future city shop.  He asked what is going to happen with the dirt at the new shop location.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Donovan felt that it would be less expensive to purchase a different piece of land rather than moving all of the dirt.  Councilor Johnson didn’t understand why the clay was hauled to the new shop land when there are options at the lagoon.  Councilor Donovan still felt that this is an engineering fault.  Councilor Johnson said that the decision to haul the clay to the new shop location and extending the water main on 6th NE were not council directed.  She also felt that there needs to be a discussion with city staff.  Councilor Warner said that the Public Works Supervisor is not an engineer and he is just using his best guess for these situations.  There was a discussion about the clay and who may want it.  Councilor Warner expressed concern about where the Highway 30 project fill is going to go.  Councilor Warner felt that some could be dumped near the dry pond behind Scott’s Body Shop.  Councilor Donovan asked if a notice could be put out to other cities.  If they wanted it, they would have to load and haul it.  

· Councilor Donovan asked for a Building Permit update for projects that have not yet been completed.  Administrator Woodruff stated that one needs to be issued a ticket and that a couple have already been issued.  Councilor Donovan asked how long does the ticket issuing go on before it would go to court.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she needed to talk to Chief Honsey about this.  She thought that one was issued a state ticket, so that one would go to court.  

· Councilor Donovan asked if some unmowed lawns could be sent a ticket.  Administrator Woodruff said that the city is mowing some lawns and that fee will be placed on the property taxes.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:59 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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