  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 3, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 


Others present: Karl Klein, Bonnie Klein, Bob Johnson, Wayne Radke, Jon Klenk, Mark Schubbe, Rob Stencel.

Consent Agenda

· Councilor Johnson asked which generator was referred to in the street report.  She noted that it needs to be documented for when the generator was run and for how long.  Councilor Warner mentioned that this needs to be documented for warranty purposes.  Administrator Woodruff will tell Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew to include this on his report.

· Councilor Donovan questioned the name on the tree trimming bill.

· Councilor Donovan asked about an item on the administrator’s report.  Administrator Woodruff gave an update on the EDA lot adjacent to Wally Johnson’s.  

· Councilor Donovan asked who is going to pay for the water hydrant that was damaged in Heritage Park.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is going to be deducted from the fence bill.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 4/19/05

B)  Bills

C) Waste Water Treatment Facility Permit

D) Resolution 35-4-05 Preparation of Report on Improvement

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Police Report

Adopt Agenda

· Fire Relief Liquor License was added as Old Business item E.

· Mayor Swanson noted that residents would be present to discuss dust control at 7:45 p.m.  There was a discussion about Cheri Landsteiner’s calls to the council.  The council also discussed the farm traffic.  It was the general consensus that farm traffic should not be allowed to travel on this road, except that Karl Klein would be exempt since his equipment is small.  It was the consensus of the council to put a sign up for residential traffic only and also a notice in the paper.  Councilor Warner stated that the police need to spend more time down there.   

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

7:00 Bonnie-Library   

Librarian Bonnie Klein informed the council that the library received a community investment grant.  She requested a Ginkgo tree be planted in the library park.  Mrs. Klein also requested that a community garden be planted in Heritage Park with raised beds.  There was a discussion about where to place the garden and about the raised beds.  Mrs. Klein thought that people could pick their own vegetables and put money in a donation box.  She also thought that 4-H could possibly help with weeding it.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the park board could review this at their next meeting.  It was the general consensus of the council to plant the Ginkgo tree as long as it was hardy for this climate.  The park board will determine where it will be planted.  The council thanked the Kleins for attending.  

7:30 Public Hearing-Lining Sanitary Sewer

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Swanson stated the purpose of the public hearing.  Administrator Woodruff stated that property owners were sent a notice of proposed assessment.  She explained that John Klein has sewer hookups on both Third Ave and Fourth Ave.  She recommended deferring his assessment until the lot is sold and a house built there.  The council discussed this situation. Administrator Woodruff noted that only one person has asked a question about the project.  Councilor Johnson thought it would be more appropriate if the residents were assessed per connection rather than by the linear foot.  The assessments would then be $576 per property owner.  Administrator Woodruff stated that two meetings ago the council approved the assessment policy as per linear foot.  Administrator Woodruff talked about the work that would be done on Garfield.  There were no residents present for this hearing.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and re-opened the council meeting at 7:42 p.m.

Old Business

A) Lining of Sanitary Sewer – Resolution 40-05-05 Adopt Assessment Roll 
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 40-05-05 adopting sanitary sewer lining assessment with John Klein’s assessment deferred until the property is developed.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Water and Sewer Resolution 38-05-05 

Councilor Johnson thought that the minimum water and sewer rates should both be 8,000 gallons.  Councilor Donovan felt that the minimum water rate should be lowered to 4,000 gallons.  He felt that those that use more water should pay more.  Councilor Donovan also felt that this would help a segment of the population.  Councilor Warner felt that a large increase to some residents was not justifiable.  He suggested a sewer flat rate of $10.00.  Councilor Treanor also felt that there should be a sewer flat rate.  Councilor Johnson feels that the residents should be educated about the changes.  She suggested that the changes not take effect until January.  Councilor Johnson also felt that this should be part of the budget process.  The council requested sewer pumping rates with a $10.00 flat rate.  The council requested more scenarios.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to table Resolution 38-5-05 for further review.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C) Request for no sign 

At the previous council meeting, a three-way stop was approved for the intersection of Garfield and Third Ave SW.  Cheri Landsteiner requested that there be no north-south stop signs at this intersection.  All council members stated that they approved this because the residents wanted the traffic slowed down.  Councilor Treanor stated that the police can’t spend all of their time there.  He felt a stop sign was needed to slow the traffic down.  Councilor Johnson felt that with the potential development in the area that a stop sign should be installed now so that people would get used to stopping.  She also felt that the stop sign would be a good deterrent for farm equipment.  It was the consensus of the council to install all three stop signs at the intersection of Garfield and Third Ave SW.  It was also the consensus of the council to install residential traffic only signs.  

D) Dust Control

Mayor Swanson asked the residents present to review their position.  Rob Stencel stated that Borchert Road and 8th Ave NE get their dust control paid for by the city.  He asked why the city doesn’t pay for their road as well.  Mayor Swanson explained that the city pays for 8th Ave NE because of the athletic field traffic and Borchert Road because of the agricultural traffic.  Mayor Swanson asked if their traffic had increased.  Mark Schubbe informed the council that there is more farm traffic than people realize.  Mr. Schubbe felt that it wasn’t fair that the city only paid for dust control on some roads.  He felt that the city should either pay for all roads or none.  Councilor Warner stated that for ten years the city has been trying to figure out how to get Borchert Road paved.  There was a discussion about assessing farmland.  Councilor Johnson informed the residents of the council’s decisions earlier in the meeting to put up residential traffic only signs.  She also talked about how the stop signs at the intersections of Garfield and Lincoln should help slow down the traffic.  Jon Klenk asked why some residents benefit and others don’t.  The residents present suggested putting stop signs at every intersection along Borchert Road.  Mr. Stencel suggested that Borchert Road, 8th Ave NE, and all other residents that request dust control pay half with the city paying the other half.  Mayor Swanson noted that the city tries to maintain consistency and to treat all people equally.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the dust control policy was in effect before the 3rd Ave SW area was developed.  There was a discussion about changing the dust control policy.  There was a discussion about when the chloride would be applied.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the residents of Borchart Road and 8th Ave NE residents would need to be notified of changes to the dust control policy.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to charge chloride 50% city and 50% residents on any gravel road if any property owners request it.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson noted that this is a more equal policy now.  Councilor Warner noted that the recycled asphalt has made Borchert Road a nicer street.  Mark Schubbe requested more gravel on shoulders since they are a little soft.  The residents thanked the council for their time.  

Councilor Johnson stated that she had driven on 3rd Ave SW.  She noted that it had been graded, but there were grass clumps on the street from Troendle to Garfield.  Bob Johnson stated that the edges had been scalped and talked about the process. 

Councilor Johnson felt that the school should help pay for the dust control on 8th Ave NE due to the athletic field traffic.  Councilor Warner felt the school should be approached about paving 8th Ave NE.  He suggested sending a delegation from the city to a school board meeting.  Councilor Treanor expressed concern about Gartner’s trucks destroying a paved road.  It was the consensus to ask the school to help pay for chloride. 

E) Fire Relief Liquor License

Administrator Woodruff stated that Mike Johnson wanted to make sure that the council understood how the liquor license was going to work for Town and Country Days.  The Fire Relief Association will get the permit and the insurance.  They will be getting the insurance from the Municipal Liquor Store.  The cost will be based on the Windmill’s receipts at the beer garden.  Any incidents that happen will need to go through Donna.  The city is liable.  The Windmill will have insurance also.  Mr. Johnson would prefer that the council insist that the Windmill obtains a catering license.  This way the city would be totally out of the beer garden.  Mr. Johnson is frustrated with this situation.  Councilor Johnson wished that Mr. Johnson would have discussed this more with the city to get it more clarified before.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Fire Relief board thought that the Windmill was getting a catering license so that they wouldn’t have to get the liquor license.  

New Business

A) Demolition Derby Request

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Councilor Johnson asked if there is some kind of bond for the demolition derby.  Administrator Woodruff replied that Randy Mosloski is working with Mike Johnson for the Insurance.  He will have insurance just like other T & C events.  Councilor Donovan asked how many bartenders would be needed to run the beer garden at the Demolition Derby.  Administrator Woodruff replied that two or three people should be able to run it.  Councilor Johnson felt that Mr. Mosloski needed to hire two or three security officers if there is going to be beer.  Councilor Warner asked about double fencing.  Councilors Warner and Donovan were not in favor due to the increased liability and they doubted that the Liquor Store would make much money.  Administrator Woodruff recommended that if the Liquor Store is denied, then the council also deny the Windmill.  Councilor Johnson asked why people couldn’t bring their own beer to the demolition derby.  Councilor Treanor asked if the residents who live near to the demolition derby site have been contacted.  Councilor Donovan suggested doing a survey to determine if a committee member has contacted them.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to deny the request for an off site liquor license at the demolition derby.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Councilor Johnson asked who puts the no parking signs up for the parade.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the parade committee put the signs up in the past.  Councilor Johnson felt that signs should be put up for the demolition derby.  Councilor Donovan noted that putting up the signs was a condition for allowing the demolition derby to take place in that location.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern about there being enough parking.

B) Subordination Agreement 

Administrator Woodruff stated that Robert Ely has a city loan.  He is refinancing his house and asked that the city loan be subordinated.  Administrator Woodruff reported that it had been subordinated once already.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the subordination agreement for Robert Ely.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   

C) Resolution 39-5-05 Sidewalk Replacement
Councilor Warner talked about the sidewalk in front of his house.  Councilor Johnson thought that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew was to bring in pictures of the sidewalk portions that needed to be replaced.  There was a discussion about the various sidewalks on the list.  Councilor Donovan asked for clarification of the criteria for sidewalk replacement.  Mayor Swanson talked about Dennis Johnson’s sidewalk.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she would like to add a section of John Klein’s sidewalk.  Councilor Donovan noted that Lora Lamp has a section that should be repaired.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 39-5-05 until more information is obtained.  All present voted in favor thereof. Motion carried.  Councilor Johnson questioned when the Hardware Store would fix their sidewalk.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it should be done by the end of May.  

D) Conditional Use Permit changes 

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information in the council packet.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this just made a difference in the sale of a house that is located in a business district.  She explained which houses this affects.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city ordinance would need to be changed to comply with state statute.  Councilor Warner questioned the conditional use language.  This was just for council information.

E) Resolution 41-5-05 Safe & Sober Weekend

Mayor Swanson talked about the post prom party.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 41-5-05 declaring May 6 through May 8, 2005 a Mapleton Safe and Sober Weekend.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson announced the ethanol plant would have a grand opening on May 7, 2005.  

Administrator Woodruff stated that the prom committee would be using some barricades for valet parking.

Councilor Warner informed Mayor Swanson that the west end of Main Street was added to the upcoming street project.  

Mayor Swanson thanked Councilor Treanor for filing in during his absence last meeting.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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