CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, October 17, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.   Absent:  Treanor

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Tami Mosloski, Kara Zierke, 3 Girl Scouts

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson made corrections to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson noted that Fire Department still hasn’t submitted a work report.  Administrator Woodruff will remind Fire Chief Samuelson.

Councilor Donovan asked why the Liquor Store was still purchasing items from Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart instead of buying locally.  Administrator Woodruff replied that this was discussed at a quarterly meeting.  There is a cost savings for purchasing items in Mankato and also there are some items that can’t be purchased in Mapleton.  The Liquor Store purchases items both in Mapleton and in Mankato.  

Councilor Johnson questioned a bill.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 10/3/06

B) Bills

C) September water pumping report

D) Copy of snow removal post card

E) Fall clean up day costs

F) Klein Equipment damage


Staff Reports   


 Administration, Police Wastewater/Street, Water/Park and Liquor Store Reports

Adopt Agenda

Girl Scouts were added as Old Business item A.

Solicitor’s License was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Old Business
A. Girl Scouts

Tami Mosloski, Girl Scout Leader, requested the Girl Scouts be allowed to put an informational bookmark in the water bills.  The girls will be traveling to Savannah, Georgia next summer and are looking for more donations.  They offered to stuff the envelopes.  Mayor Swanson said that there was a flyer from Connect 4 in the last water bill.  Councilor Johnson said that their program funds come through the city.  She asked if only volunteer type of organizations would be allowed to put info in the water bills.  Mayor Swanson noted that Relay for Life information was placed in the water bills.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Town and Country Days and Snowflake Dazzle info is in the newsletter.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would also depend on the weight of the insert.  Mayor Swanson agreed that the council should set up guidelines for which organizations would be allowed to put information in the water bills.  Councilor Warner felt that the city shouldn’t be taking business away from the newspaper by putting information in the newsletter.  He also felt that residents shouldn’t have to sift through different flyers to get to the water bill.  Mayor Swanson asked if the Girl Scouts had previously advertised in the newspaper.  Mrs. Mosloski stated that they had for previous fundraising events.  Councilor Johnson noted that a decision did not need to be made about this tonight since the next water bill wouldn’t go out until the end of December.  She suggested tabling and making a decision at a later time when all council members are present.  Administrator Woodruff volunteered to ask other cities how they handle putting information in their newsletters.  Councilor Warner stated that he wasn’t questioning the value of the Girl Scout project; he was just expressing concern about what this could turn into.  Councilor Donovan suggested that first the guidelines should be made.  He suggested that the organization would have to be non-profit and that they would have to stuff the envelopes.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to table putting information in the water bills.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Mayor Swanson thanked the Girl Scouts for attending.  

New Business

A. Resolution 92-10-06 Storm Sewer Installation

Mayor Swanson stated that there was one bid for $40,329.00.  Administrator Woodruff said that the other two contractors did not have time to complete the project by the deadline.  Councilor Warner would rather see competitive bidding in the future.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 92-10-06 accepting the quote for storm sewer installation from Sellers Construction in the amount of $40,329.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson had a resident ask him what the council planned to do about First Ave NW.  Councilor Warner thought that hot mix could be put in the potholes.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city had looked at doing that, but at that time didn’t know which way the storm sewer was going.  Mayor Swanson asked if the street was going to be torn up somewhat and then patched.  Councilor Johnson suggested that it be turned into a gravel road until the road is replaced.  Councilor Donovan felt that the blacktop layer should be left in place and put a mat over it next year.  He felt that there wasn’t much of a cost difference between putting a mat on and the gravel, grading, etc that would otherwise be necessary.  Councilor Johnson asked if it could be paved yet this fall.  Councilor Warner stated that we needed to wait until after the storm sewer is installed.  Administrator Woodruff stated that a mat could be applied when the churches pave the parking lot.  Councilor Donovan would like to see a weight restriction posted.  

B. Resolution 93-10-06 Lease Gambling Booth

Administrator Woodruff stated that this agreement needs to be approved every two years.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 93-10-06 authorizing city to lease the Municipal Liquor Store charitable gambling booth to the Mapleton Are Chamber of Commerce.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

C. Attorney Discussion 
Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to table this until the next meeting so that all council members could be present for the discussion.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D. Solicitor’s License
Councilor Johnson asked if there is some type of approval identification that they are given.  Councilor Donovan asked if Swann’s, Jimmy’s and Sampson’s needed licenses.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Swann’s was open ended, but that the others needed to get a license.  There was a discussion if these companies went door to door of if they just went to specific customers.  No license is needed if they are just going to specific customers.  Councilor Warner noted that having a solicitor’s license legitimizes the company.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the state has talked about taking over this licensing.  Councilor Donovan asked if non-profit organizations needed a license.  Administrator Woodruff said that they didn’t need a license.  Administrator Woodruff also stated that one person parked along the street selling produce did not need a license either.  Councilor Johnson asked if there were guidelines for inappropriate behavior.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the resident would need to call the police.  Councilor Warner stated that the city couldn’t constitutionally deny these requests.  Councilor Donovan asked why the council needed to approve this if it can’t be denied.  He felt that these licenses shouldn’t have to come before the council if the police have done a background check and approved.  Councilor Johnson suggested that the administrator could approve these.  Administrator Woodruff thought that the council should approve these so that they are aware of the solicitors.  Administrator Woodruff will investigate how other cities handle solicitor’s licenses.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the solicitor’s license for Kirby Vacuums.  Councilors Warner and Johnson and Mayor Swanson voted in favor thereof.  Councilor Donovan voted nay.  Councilor Treanor was absent.  Motion carried.   

Miscellaneous

· Street Project Picnic.  Councilor Donovan felt that the city should wait until the project is done to have a picnic.  He suggested blocking off Third Ave SW near the park and having a block party.  He asked if it was limited to the construction residents or an open house for the whole community.  It was the general consensus that it would be for the whole town.  Councilor Donovan suggested that it be a potluck and that the city could provide a DJ.  Councilor Johnson suggested that the city provide some beverages.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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