CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday September 15, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Fire members present:  Chris Langworthy, Kelly Sandborg, Mark Hicks, Gary Frandle, Karmen Bartholomew, Mike Bammert, Pat Wagner, Todd Hanson, Joel Moore, Tim Royce, Jeff Moore 

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger; Monte Eastvold-Northland Securities, Dave Keller, Joe Daly-Mapleton Elevator, Rolin Sinn-MNDOT, Jim Pults-Mathiowetz Construction 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Zoning minutes and permits were added as Consent Agenda item F.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 9/1/09

B. Bills totaling  $50,667.46

C. Public Hearing Notice

D. Habitat for Humanity Open House

E. Clean up day – September 19th

F. Zoning Minutes and Permits

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park

Adopt Agenda

Rolin Sinn and Mapleton Fire Department entry to vacant lot was added under presentations.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Rolin Sinn and Mapleton Fire Department entry to vacant lot

Rolin Sinn explained that MNDOT is primarily interested in safety for everyone.  There are visibility issues due to the building east of the parking lot.  He felt that it would be safer to have the access from Third Ave NE rather than Highway 30.  Joel Moore was the primary spokesperson for the fire department.  He explained why the fire department felt it would be safer to have the access from Highway 30.  There are also bigger trailers that park in the lot for trainings.  It would be difficult for them to make the turn from Third Ave NE.  Mr. Moore had 125 signatures in support of the existing entry.  Councilor Schultz asked what is required for MNDOT to reconsider the entry from Highway 30.  Mr. Sinn stated that MNDOT would want a resolution from the council at some point.  After a long discussion, Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 48-09-09 to allow for a maximized entrance off of Trunk Highway 30.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked all for attending and stating their concerns.    

Monte Eastvold-G.O. Refund Bond

Money Eastvold presented the city with a plaque for AA- rating.  He explained information about the refunding bond.  The city would save approximately $43,470 over the life of the bond.  This is the second time that the 1993 project has been refinanced.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 43-09-09 providing for the issuance and sale of $805,000 general obligation refunding bonds, series 2009B, pledging for the security thereof special assessments and net revenues and levying a tax for the payment thereof.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Joe Daly Mapleton Elevator-road request

Joe Daly explained the proposal to add a 10,000 square foot seed warehouse.  It would be set up as a regional seed distribution point and help build their business in other areas.  If the council doesn’t allow the road to access the grain bins, they would look at putting the seed warehouse in a different town.  The council expressed concern about the road construction and traffic on the road.  Councilor Donovan asked if there could be a gating system to limit access to the road.  Mr. Daly stated that the road would only be used for unloading grain.  Councilors Donovan and Schultz asked if the city could lease Mapleton Elevator the land for the road.  Councilor Christian would like more information if there is enough room to put a road in.  It was the general consensus of the council to move forward with a 99-year lease and more information will be available at the next meeting.    

Kellers, Nienow and Commissioner Bruender – Resolution 47-09-09 Detachment

Administrator Woodruff put together the petition for the property owners and the property descriptions are the same on both the resolution and petition.  Councilor Donovan asked what the new city boundaries would be.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 47-09-09 the detachment of certain land pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414.06.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A. St. Andrew’s Court Update

Administrator Woodruff talked to Pat Duncanson this afternoon.  Mike Drummer has been reviewing the construction reports.  They feel that St. Andrew’s Court is a standard road.  They don’t want to do the boring because they don’t want to take responsibility for the road.  Mr. Duncanson suggested digging out behind the curb to see the road base.  I & S did not have an on-site inspector.  Councilor Schultz stated that they should bore it to prove it is built correctly.  It was the general consensus of the council to pursue talking to an attorney to make them core the road.  

B. Ditch 57 request

Mayor Swanson stated that they wanted a letter of support from the city to build a pond and do an environmental posture.  Councilor Christian stated that if they did something more environmental, they could get more grants for it.  The council questioned if the city would receive any benefit from the pond.  The council also asked if the pond doesn’t benefit the city if the city would still have to pay for the pond.  

New Business

A.   Resolution 42-09-09 Delinquent Accounts

Administrator Woodruff stated that an updated list with descriptions was on the table.  Mayor Swanson stated that this is an annual event.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there is one that we can’t shut the water off and we think it is in their driveway.  They won’t let us in the house to trace the line back.  Councilor Schultz asked if there is any legal basis to go in the house to trace it.  It was the general consensus of the council that it needs to be fixed.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 42-09-09 certifying delinquent accounts for tax levy collectible in 2010.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.   Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 44-09-09 RFP Insurance
Mayor Swanson asked if the commission fee is the main consideration that is looked at.  Administrator Woodruff stated that M & M Insurance has dropped his percentage and dropped the additional work comp fee.  The city doesn’t have to have an agent for the work comp.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 44-09-09 appointing M & M Insurance as city agent but not for workers comp.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.      

C. Resolution 45-09-09 RFP Audit 

Administrator Woodruff explained that Abdo, Eick and Meyers do a great job, give a good presentation to the council and they do comparisons with other cities.  Tom Olinger of Abdo, Eick and Meyers would like to attend a council meeting to make a presentation.  He would also train city staff to do more work to help keep the costs down at no additional cost to the city.  Councilor Schultz felt that the low bid did not understand the scope of what the city wants because the bit is ridiculously low.  He has worked with Abdo, Eick and Meyers before and they are very knowledgeable and stay on top of the laws.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 45-09-09 appointing Abdo, Eick and Meyers as city auditor.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

D.  Resolution 46-09-09 Proposed Budget

Administrator Woodruff set the proposed budget at a twelve percent increase due to unknown factors.  Councilor Schultz stated that this is like every other community due to unknowns that it is set high.  The city has historically reduced the levy at the time of the final budget.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 46-06-09 adopting proposed 2010 budget and tax levy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E.   Police Door/ Fire Department Door

Administrator Woodruff stated that replacing the police door was talked about at a police quarterly.  This is a proposal to replace the door due to issues of water leaking in.  Councilor Schultz thought that the workmanship should be warranted for a year.  Councilor Schultz asked if the city should approve the new contractor and then try to seek recourse for the repayment.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 49-09-09 replacing the police door by Ron Schultz at a cost of $4075.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  The council requested Administrator Woodruff to ask contractors look at the fire door and submit a proposal.

F.   Street name change

Mayor Swanson read the suggestion.  Deputy Clerk Olsen explained why he wants the name changed.  Councilor Donovan asked what is involved in changing the name.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it has to be recorded at the county and a new street sign installed.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to rename the portion of Second SW to Cactus Court.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.

G.   Dump Truck Repairs

Administrator Woodruff reported that several repairs needed to be made to the dump truck.  She stated that is it under $1,000 so doesn’t require council action.  

Miscellaneous

·   Councilor Donovan asked about the request for sidewalk bids.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:40 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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