CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday August 15, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 6:29 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Chief Honsey

Chief Honsey reviewed the police budget with the council.  He explained his reasons for increasing the department to three full time officers.  The council thanked Chief Honsey for attending.

The council discussed the proposed overlays.  It was suggested that the capital improvement committee should meet to review the projects.  It was the consensus of the council to budget for crack sealing and seal coating.  It was also the consensus of the council to get another bid for the overlays.  Councilor Donovan would like to have an impartial person look at the streets to see if these overlays really need to be done.  More information would be obtained before a decision is made on the public works budget.  

Administrator Woodruff explained that the city isn’t budgeting enough money to trim all of the trees that need trimming.    

The city is looking for a new sign for Heritage Park.  Administrator Woodruff would like to see new countertops in the park shelter and pay for it with the shelter reservation money.  It was the consensus of the council to not put new countertops in the shelter due to vandalism.  The council would like to see a sign in Heritage Park similar to the city entrance signs.  

Liquor Store Supervisor Strehlo would like to have a new bar and a patio.  The council discussed a better fence option for special events.  

Administrator Woodruff presented a proposal for another part-time office person for 24 to 32 hours per week.  The council discussed having staff time dedicated to EDA issues.  The council would like to like to see a financial breakdown for the new clerical position.  

Administrator Woodruff stated that the storm sewer fee is still not creating sufficient revenue to cover the bond payment.  Councilor Donovan asked if some of the money in CDs could be used for this.  Administrator Woodruff explained what the different CDs are for.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the amount that is put into capital outlay could be cut back if the council didn’t want to have such a large tax increase.  

Administrator Woodruff asked if there was going to be a cost of living increase for the staff.  She explained that this year is an evaluation year.  If the council does not grant a cost of living increase, the part time employees would not receive a raise.  Councilor Schultz asked if there is a way to give the part time employees a merit raise.  Administrator Woodruff will check on the comparable worth rules.  

Councilor Donovan asked about the Borchart Road east of Highway 30.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to Mapleton Township.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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