  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday September 20, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew

Others present:  none

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan questioned some bills.

Councilor Donovan questioned an item on the Administrator’s report.

Councilor Warner questioned some bills.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 9/6/05

B)  Bills

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) Sidewalk Policy

E) Gambling Report

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

Adopt Agenda

Added Minnesota Department of Transportation letter under miscellaneous.

Councilor Johnson requested the parking area by the Park be added to the agenda.    

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Old Business

A) Library Furnace 

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the quote from Bill’s Hardware now includes the evaporator coils.  However, it does not include the wiring.  Administrator Woodruff recommended purchasing the furnace from Schwickert’s because she would like to set up yearly maintenance for all furnaces.  There was a discussion about the warrenty.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 68-09-05 approving purchase of library furnace.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Information and Hearing Dates, Assessment questions

Administrator Woodruff reported that the fire station is open on October 20th and November 1st for the open house and public hearing.  She asked the newspaper to print a correction since they had printed the wrong date for the informational open house.  The council reviewed the assessment roll for Main Street West.  Administrator Woodruff expressed concern about how high the assessments were for the street and a little bit of storm sewer.  The council felt that the street improvement would increase the property values.    

C) Equipment list-Screamin’ Eagle Grill

The council reviewed the list of equipment that was purchased with an EDA loan for the Screamin’ Eagle Grill.  Administrator Woodruff stated that selling it for $2,000 would be approximately ten cents on the dollar.  It was the consensus of the council to sell it for $5,000.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to Dan Strehlo about it.

New Business

A) Resolution 70-09-05 Agreement Blue Earth County 
Councilor Warner stated that the city doesn’t have any place to keep the new voting machines.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the new machines need to be in a climate controlled room.  Blue Earth County will store the machines and take care of the maintenance.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the ballots would be counted here with the new machine.  Councilor Johnson asked at what point would the city have to change their polling place.  Administrator Woodruff stated that we would need to for the next election due to handicapped accessibility.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 70-09-05 approving agreement with Blue Earth County.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Resolution 71-09-05 Certify to Tax Levy  

The council reviewed the revised list of delinquent utility accounts.  Councilor Johnson asked questions about water sewer connection fees that haven’t been paid.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 71-09-05 certifying delinquent utility accounts, other delinquent accounts and special assessments for tax levy collectible in 2006. Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Fire Department Request – wide range nozzle

Fire Chief Samuelson requested the purchase of two wide-range nozzles.  Councilors Warner and Donovan both felt that the fire department needed these.  Councilor Warner explained how the nozzles work.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 72-09-05 purchasing two wide-range turbo nozzles.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D) Newsletter

Councilor Johnson asked if the city would be flushing water mains this fall.  Administrator Woodruff will check and add that to the newsletter.  There was a discussion about water main flushing.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there was a water main break over the weekend and it has been fixed.  She informed the council about the problems with the gopher locate for the break.  Mayor Swanson made comments about several of the articles.  Councilor Donovan noted some technical errors.  

E) Town Meeting Initiative-request letter of support

Administrator Woodruff met with the Beautification Committee and the Initiative Foundation.  The Beautification Committee will be meeting again to put together the application.  They will need a letter of support from the city.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the main purpose of the program is to get more volunteerism in the city.  It was the consensus of the council to support this program.

F) Public Works Eqiupment

The council reviewed the equipment options for the replacement of the backhoe.  There was a discussion about the number of hours on current equipment and how many hours the proposed equipment might be used.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew talked about his proposal to also get rid of the grader and to replace this and the backhoe with a payloader.  There was a discussion about renting a payloader from either Boenings or Duncansons.  It was the consensus of the council not to purchase any equipment at this time.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this could be reviewed at a quarterly meeting.  

G) Yard of the Month Drawing - $100 Mapleton Bucks

Scott Petersen and Lynn Massop were drawn at the $100 Mapleton Bucks winners.

H) Misc.  147 appliance stickers sold for clean up day

· There was a discussion about clean-up day.  

· The council reviewed the letter from the Department of Transportation.  Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the Highway 30 project was approved for fiscal year 2010.  Mr. Sinn would like to attend a council meeting to discuss this further.

· Councilor Johnson asked if the Lincoln Parking area is deep enough for a longer vehicle.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew stated that it is 18 feet deep.  Council members asked if concrete bumper slabs or a fence would be needed to keep people from driving on the grass.  Councilor Donovan asked if something needs to be placed around the power pole to keep someone from hitting it.  

· Councilor Johnson stated that she had seen some kids on the softball field in the evening.  They had the lights on.  Administrator Woodruff will check into it.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:18 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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