CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 5, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen   

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Bruce Sellers, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Bruce Sellers.   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 5/15/07

B)  Bills 

C) Certificate of completion-OSHA Series 100

D) Letter to Contractor’s Edge

E) Water pumping report April

F) Letter regarding library

G) Recodification letter

Staff Report
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, and Water/Park  

Adopt Agenda

Beer Garden clarification was added as Old Business item B.

Subordination of loan was added as New Business item C.

Resolution 46-6-07 Public Works part-time was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk-2006 S.W. Project & 1st Ave NW

Mayor Swanson reported that Engineer Coudron, Engineer Sarff, Administrator Woodruff and himself conducted a walking tour of the street project.  Engineer Sarff stated that most of the concerns were related to the sod and finish work.  There was a discussion about the ridge in the sod line at 410 Third Ave SW.  Engineer Sarff stressed that it is important to the property owners to get the work done and figure out how the work is going to be paid for.  He said the first step is to meet with the residents and then with the subcontractors. Mayor Swanson noted that a sign needs to be replaced at 304 Garfield St SW.  There was a discussion about the poor sod conditions at 410 Second Ave SW.  There is a valley in the lawn and sag in the sidewalk at 501 First Ave SW.  The resident at 208 Lincoln St SW has sewer concerns.  There is a dip in the sod at 207 Lincoln St SW.  Mayor Swanson talked about the poor sod and water shut off issues at 205 Lincoln St SW.  There are some bad strips of sod at 201 Garfield St. SW.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the sewer line at 303 Lincoln St. SW was repaired.  Councilor Schultz asked why there have been several broken and sheared off lines on this project.  Engineer Sarff has requested that the rest of the lines be televised to determine if there are any more problems.  Several of the problems have been due to settling around the riser section.  Engineer Sarff would like to make sure all sewer issues are taken care of before the wear course is put on.  He would prefer to extend the wear course application until later in the summer.  Engineer Sarff reported that the heavy rainfall created erosion of the field.  Even though the silt fence has been effective, some silt has washed into the street and storm sewer.  Engineer Sarff recommenced talking to Larry Caron about planting other vegetation to help prevent the washout silting.  He also stated that the washout at the pond needs to be needs to be excavated out and fill in the gully.  Engineer Sarff talked about the establishment of sod or other vegetation around the pond to prevent future washouts.  Councilor Donovan felt that the curbs should be taken out and replaced rather than patched.  The engineers said that they would revisit the curb situation.  Councilor Schultz asked how long the city would work with the contractors before they can be fired and hire a different contractor to finish the job.  Engineer Sarff explained why it is best to continue working with contractors with the exception of some sod issues.  Engineer Sarff explained that in dispute resolution, it is difficult to get satisfactory results.  Councilor Etherington asked if money could be withheld from draw requests if the city isn’t satisfied with the work.  Engineer Sarff explained that the city could withhold the retainage, but the contractor may file suit to get it back.  Councilor Donovan asked about the areas where the street has been dug up to fix sewer services.  He also asked why the street is sinking on Lincoln St SW.  The engineers felt that could possibly be trench settling.  Administrator Woodruff asked about the sewer line at 307 Lincoln St SW.  It may be lined rather than dig a twenty-feet deep hole in the street to fix it.  Councilor Etherington asked who pays for the sewer televising.  Engineer Sarff replied that the contractors should because they have to demonstrate to the city that everything is good.  

First Ave NW.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the churches are concerned about the blacktop connecting to the gravel street.  Engineer Coudron presented information about tying the parking area into the street.  He designed this street section heavier that other areas in town due to the amount of truck traffic.  Mayor Swanson asked if there is any way to help Gartner’s out with customer access during the construction.  There was a short discussion about the access issue.  Mayor Swanson asked about matching into the Highway 30 project.  Engineer Coudron stated that about 10 feet would be torn up to tie into Highway 30.  The cost estimate for the 100 block of First Ave NW is approximately $121,271.  This price includes the parking area next to the church.  Administrator Woodruff said that there would need to be notices sent and assessment hearings.  The churches are aware there would be assessments.  Administrator Woodruff has not contacted the other property owners yet.  Engineer Coudron said that it would be better to do the parking lot and street all at the same time.  There was some discussion about the church parking lot project and the lines that they wanted moved or buried.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city could pay for this project without bonding.  Councilor Donovan asked how confident the engineers were with the cost estimate.  Engineer Coudron felt that the cost estimate is within ten percent, depending on the variable price of the bituminous.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 47-06-07 authorizing preparation of the feasibility report.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 48-06-07 accepting feasibility report and setting improvement hearing date.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Mayor Swanson thanked the engineers for attending and doing the walk through.  
Old Business

a. Restaurant idea – Resolution 45-6-07

City Attorney Sellers presented information about the legal issues of the city owning a restaurant.  It was his opinion that the city is not authorized to operate an entity such as a restaurant without special legislation.  Examples of other cities were given that weren’t authorized to run a business.  City Attorney Sellers did not know what the consequences would be from the state auditor.  He offered another option of the EDA running the restaurant just long enough for someone else to purchase it.  The council reviewed the powers of the EDA.  City Attorney Sellers saw renting the building as the only option the city should consider at this time since the EDA can only operate the restaurant for a short time.  Councilor Schultz asked if school could own the restaurant as a backup possibility.  City Attorney Sellers said there are no use restrictions on the funds that are being used to run the restaurant.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 45-6-07 approving restaurant startup with option 2 including a rental agreement for one year and to start the process to seek legislation for the city to own it if need be.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  Administrator Woodruff asked who would negotiate the price.  It was the consensus of the council that EDA Director Goldy, Administrator Woodruff and Councilor Schultz would negotiate the price with Strehlos.  Mayor Swanson and Administrator Woodruff thanked City Attorney Sellers for his assistance.  

b. Beer Garden Clarifications

Administrator Woodruff reported that all of the paperwork has been approved for the beer garden.  The Windmill is required to serve food since it is a catering license that allows them to serve alcohol.  Since it is catering license, state law doesn’t require the area to be fenced in.  There were issues last year with the no gate on the fence.  Administrator Woodruff explained the agreed upon fencing for the beer garden.  Police Chief Honsey wanted to know if the council was going to back him in enforcing the approved fence plan.  Councilor Donovan asked what the contract with Town and Country Days required.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the area needed to be fenced.  Last year the area was open and no one watched the gates.  Councilor Donovan did remember that the city agreed to back off on the number of officers.  He stated that they need to hire someone to watch the gates and check ids.  He felt that the police were to make sure the beer didn’t leave the fenced in area.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city doesn’t have enough police to have two officers there all the time, but the officer will be in and out.  This is because the beer garden is not where police issues typically occur.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Town and Country Days Committee have never done the fence as approved by the council.  She asked the council what to do if the fence isn’t according to plan.  Councilor Schultz asked who puts up the fence.  Mayor Swanson asked what the purpose of the fence is.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it is to control the alcohol.  Councilor Donovan stated that this has been going on for several years so the Town and Country Days Committee should have it figured out by now a way to fence the area.  He stated that the city needs to stick with contract that was written.  It was the consensus of the council that the fence needed to be as drawn and the gates manned or the beer garden would be shut down.    

New Business

A. Connect 4 funding request 

Administrator Woodruff reported that Connect Four Community Coordinator Bridget Whitney was unable to attend the meeting.  She recommended tabling this issue until July.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to table the Connect 4 funding request.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. MSBD funding request  

Administrator Woodruff stated that there would be more requests for funding.  Councilor Schultz asked what the city had contributed to in the past.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city had donated money to the initiative fund twice.  Mayor Swanson asked if The Minnesota Small Business Development Center (MSBD) has helped many businesses in Mapleton.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they helped her with the restaurant business plan.  Mayor Swanson asked if the city should give a token amount in the spirit of economic development.  Councilor Schultz asked if there is a budget for donations.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there is not budget for donations.  Councilor Donovan asked what is considered the greater Mankato area and what has the MSBD done for this community.  Mayor Swanson felt that based on the help Administrator Woodruff received, the city should give $100 or $200.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to deny the request.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C.  Subordination of loan

Administrator Woodruff stated that the Mapleton Elevator needs their loan subordinated to their primary bank.  This is needed to obtain their other financing.  Councilor Donovan asked if the city is responsible to pay the money to the county if they don’t make the loan payments.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the subordination statement.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 46-06-07 Public works part time employee

Administrator Woodruff summarized the hiring process.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 46-06-07 hiring Sheldon Walters as a part time public works employee.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Abstain:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff reminded everyone about Linda Henze’s retirement party.  
· Everyone is invited to attend the K-9 training.

· Administrator Woodruff reported that the city wouldn’t receive any extra funding from the state unless there is a special legislative session.  

· An excavating company will take some of the clay from the pile.
· It was the consensus of the council to deny the request to put the Connect 4 mentor ad in the water bills.  It was the consensus that it would be appropriate to put into the EDA newsletter.
· Administrator Woodruff asked to change the date of the next council meeting.  It was the consensus to move the next council meeting to Wednesday June 27th.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:49 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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