  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 5, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 


Others present:  Coleen Lindemann

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson had a question on the street report.

Councilor Donovan questioned the purchasing of SCBA tanks.  Administrator Woodruff will check into it.

Councilor Donovan asked why the police always take the police car to Mankato Ford.  There was a discussion about getting the car fixed in Mapleton. 

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 6/21/05

B)  Bills

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

Adopt Agenda

Fireworks were added as New Business item C.

Sanitary Sewer was added as Old Business item D.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

Representative from Town and Country Days, Inc.   

Coleen Lindemann thanked the council for their support.  There were discussions about the carnival, fireworks, demolition derby, tractor pull, quilt show and parade.  Councilor Treanor stated that kids should not be allowed in the beer garden.  Coleen asked for the time limit to be in writing.  She stated that the committee will be holding a bidding process for who does the beer garden next year.  The council thanked her for attending.  It was the consensus of the council that the time limit for children at the beer garden should be the same as it is at the Liquor Store.

Old Business

A) Sump Pump discharge letter 

Administrator Woodruff sent out the sump pump letter to 23 residents.  She heard back from only one resident.  Councilor Johnson felt that property owners should also be mailed the information that was on the back of the letter.  Administrator Woodruff explained what Mr. Ek was going to work on and where he was going to start.  Councilor Warner stated that he was not in favor of seeing any more curb cuts for sump pumps.  Administrator Woodruff talked about assessing sump pump lines.  The council discussed asking contractors to bid on time and materials to install sump pump discharge collector lines.  The council discussed spot-checking for sump pump compliance.  Administrator Woodruff will put together an informational sheet for Mr. Ek to hand out.  The council discussed putting an article in the newspaper and newsletter.

B) Mosquito Control - Larvicide

 Administrator Woodruff checked with Professional Mosquito Control about larva control.  Several cities are putting BTI Briquettes (also called Dunks) in catch basins and the granular in swampy areas.  Serteen is willing to put them in catch basins during the summer.  Councilor Donovan asked if they could be tied in since they would be washed out in a big rain.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they are good for 30 days.  She also reported that 80% of the Metropolitan Mosquito Control District budget is spent on this larvicide.  Administrator Woodruff will get a map of the catch basins.  It was the consensus of the council to try this and see how they work.    

C) Resolution 46-06-05 Fire Department By-Laws

Councilor Johnson still had some issues with the by-laws.  She asked why the title had not been changed to Personal Policy.  Administrator Woodruff had talked to the League.  They said that it should be called a policy of the department, but that it doesn’t hurt to call them by-laws.  However, by calling them by-laws, the department may think that they have more power than they actually do.  Mayor Swanson noted that this is a unique department.  He stated that there has been some pretty negative feedback about the proposed changes.  Councilor Johnson felt that the fire department members shouldn’t be treated any differently than other city employees since they are getting some compensation.  Mayor Swanson stated that this process has hurt moral.  He suggested talking about any further changes at the next quarterly meeting.  Councilor Warner made a change to Article II, Section 4.  Councilor Donovan talked about the testing process when a person joins the department.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 46-06-05 until after the Fire Department quarterly meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D) Sanitary Sewer

Councilor Warner asked about a status update for the plugged sanitary sewer on 8th Ave NE.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she left a message for Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew about whom to hire, but she hasn’t heard back from him yet.

Councilor Warner asked about the bleacher covers.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Water Operator Johnson has spoken with the company.  We are waiting for them to be made.  Administrator Woodruff will find out a date.

New Business

A) Resolution 54-07-05 Leaf Vac
Councilor Donovan asked why the council is looking at purchasing a leaf vacuum.  They talked about how it would be easier for residents and would help keep leaves out of the storm sewer.  Councilor Johnson felt strongly that both public works personnel needed to know how to run it.  Councilor Treanor felt that ODB was a better buy and could be hooked up to the 5510.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the ODB model needed two people to run it.  The MacQueen could be run with just one person.  There was a discussion about the triaxel and the tandem.  Councilor Warner asked if the public works personnel were going to be running this machine, what other projects weren’t going to get done.  Councilor Johnson asked how long it would take to do a portion of town.  Councilor Donovan asked if this was a service that the city could afford.  He asked if there was something that the refuse fund money could be better used for.  There was a discussion about the refuse contract and damaged carts.  Councilor Johnson asked about where it would be stored and it’s life expectancy.  It was the consensus to use it for a year or two before the council would consider renting it to other cities.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Johnson felt that this would be a positive for the residents.  Councilor Donovan asked how often the leaves would be picked up.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there would need to be a schedule.  The council discussed the specs.  Councilor Johnson asked how much the 14-yard from ODB cost.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it wasn’t much lower than the cost of the 20-yard.  Councilor Johnson asked if they provide a training session upon delivery.  Mayor Swanson asked if it would arrive in time for fall.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 54-7-05 approving purchase of the ODB 20-yard tandem axle leaf vacuum.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

B) Permit for street – Mark Parsley  

Councilor Johnson noted that the policy states that the street closing can only last until 10:00 p.m.  The Parsley’s are requesting it closed until midnight.  The police chief is fine with the street being closed until midnight.  Councilor Johnson asked how the street would be blocked or if parking would be allowed on one side.  Councilor Warner stated that it couldn’t be permently sealed off because emergency vehicles may need access.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the permit application for Mark and Carol Parsley.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C) Fireworks

Administrator Woodruff reported that the people selling fireworks at 502 Central Ave N had checked with the police chief before they started selling the fireworks.  They were told today that they couldn’t have the sign.  They had not been informed about the sign issue.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city could issue a license for this type of business and charge up to $350.  Officer Honsey didn’t have a problem with the fireworks being sold in town.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council if they wanted to issue licenses for this purpose.  It was the consensus of the council to license and charge a small fee so that they will be regulated.  

Councilor Johnson asked about the status on the Screamin’ Eagle Grill.  Administrator Woodruff has not heard any more about this.  She will make some phone calls.

Councilor Treanor asked the status of St. Anthony Court.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:01 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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