CITY OF MAPLETON,
COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday November 18, 2008

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. at the Mapleton Fire Station.
Members present: Etherington, Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.
Staff members present:  Office Assistant Glarner
Staff member absent:  City Administrator Woodruff
Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Glen Coudron-Bolton&Menk, Alan Christian, Ron Schultz, Joe Daly, Gary Boening, Chris Huck, Tim Garbers, Amy Robinson.
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 11/05/08

B)  Bills totaling $97,812.27
C)  Zoning minutes and permits
D)  Letter regarding out police department
E)  Boening Bill for city shop

F)    Liquor Store report
G)   Water report September & October
      Staff Report

1)  Administration Reports

2)  Police
3)  Wastewater –Street Report

4)  Water-Park Report

5)  Liquor Store Report
Adopt Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried. 
Presentations

Mayor Swanson requested Ron Schultz and Gary Boening express their concerns to the Council regarding the grader.  Ron Schultz explained that the grader will do a better job on snow plowing than a dump truck plus it is easier to maneuver making it faster to get the road cleared.  Gary Boening agreed with Ron stating the grader is easier to see out of, plus it only takes one pass with the grader instead of two with a dump truck.  If we get a lot of snow, the dump truck won’t be able to handle it nearly as well as the grader.  Councilor Schultz stated that he wanted to go on record making it clear that the Public Works Department was ok when the decision to get rid of the grader was made and know all of sudden it has become a problem. The Council asked the Public Works employees if a dump truck could plow the streets.  The Council has asked for a list of equipment and never received it.  Councilor Schultz continues with the Council has been talking about this issue for over 2 years.  Keep the grader, but I am done with this topic, everyone needs to understand that the equipment schedule has to be flexible and within budget.  After more decision, Mayor Swanson reiterated to keep the grader, have it inspected and to also buy the truck from MnDot since it was a good deal.  The Mayor continued on to state he appreciates the input from the community and maybe in the future the Council should get the community’s input with making big decisions.
Joe Daly spoke to the Council requesting permission to put in a u-shape gravel road making the Mapleton Elevator easier to get in and out of.  This would require leasing or renting the piece of property located behind the fire station.  Glen Coudron, Bolton & Menk, stated he spoke with MnDot who felt this would be a benefit during the hwy 30 project.  Glen had brought maps showing what Joe Daly would like to do.  Councilor Etherington questioned who is responsible for the cost?  Joe Daly answered that the elevator would cover everything.  Mayor Swanson clarified that Mr. Daly is asking to use the small piece of land behind the fire station.  Mr. Daly would lease or rent the property from the City and after the agreement is done the property comes back to the City the same way it was leased out.  Mayor Swanson went on say that Mr. Daly and his partners took that rat infested building and made it into a viable business.  We as a City should do what we can to help them through the construction of hwy 30.  Administrator Woodruff and Mr. Daly will work together on a contract that is agreeable to everyone.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to grant Joe Daly’s request to put in a gravel road for the Mapleton Elevator.  All in favor there of.  Motion carried.
Mr. Daly also wanted to inform the public that the Mapleton Elevator is in the process of correcting the shaft from escaping into the environment during the drying process.  Mayor Swanson told Mr. Daly the City appreciates that you are trying to solve the problem and be a good neighbor.
Old Business

A. Rotation schedule of Public Works Department

Discussed briefly under presentations.

B. Update on SMIF grant

Office Assistant Glarner spoke about the SMIF grant and the way the money was divided up.  The Curling Club received $7,500 and the Promote/Advertise our Town committee also received $7,500.    Office Assistant Glarner explained that Promote/Advertise our Town committee will use the money to start a virtual web-site for the town of Mapleton, emphasizing in the assets Mapleton has:  businesses, education, housing.  The committee will also use some of the money to advertise Mapleton on billboards on Highway 22.  Office Assistant Glarner introduced Chris Huck who spoke about the monies received for the Curling Club.  Mr. Huck explained that the monies received would be used to remodel the backroom and make a bathroom handicapped accessible and possibly a secure place to display memorabilia.

New Business

A. Resolution 777-11-08 Wage increase
Mayor Swanson asked if there were any concerns regarding this Resolution.  Councilor Donovan stated he thought a 3% increase is pretty generous.  He asked how many holidays the City gets paid for now.  Office Assistant Glarner stated the City currently gets paid for 9 holidays.  Councilor Etherington questioned if giving the City employees and extra day off would make or brake the City.  What is wrong with giving the employees a little extra incentative?  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 77-11-08 wage increase but with no extra holiday.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor,  Donovan.  Nay: Schultz, Etherington, and Swanson.  Motion denied.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 77-11-08 wage increase as stated.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Treanor, Donovan.  Motion carried.  
Miscellanous

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:31 p.m.

Recorded by Lynn Glarner.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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