CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 1, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Chris Langworthy, Fireman Tim Royce and Fireman Ben Froehlich  

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Coleen Lindemann, Shawn Andrews, Bruce Sellers and Joe Bromeland

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 4/17/07

B)  Bills 

Staff Report
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, and Water/Park  

Adopt Agenda

Library Repairs was added as New Business item F.

Resolution 40-5-07 SCDP expanded target area was added as New Business item G.

WFS building permit was added as New Business item H.

Resolution 41-05-07 Chloride streets was added as New Business item I.

Banner update was added as New Business item J.

Heritage Park Trail was added as a miscellaneous item.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Fire Chief Chris Langworthy

Fire Chief Langworthy obtained bids for the grass rig.  The fire department recommended the Forstner bid with the used truck totaling $22,100.  The townships approved purchase of a new skid unit and the used pickup as long as the city would do a fifty percent split with them.  The townships preferred to have everything new at once rather than have some parts old and some new parts.  Tim Royce talked about the current grass rig truck.  The DNR requires that the truck be given back in running order.  The fire department would prefer to give the truck back before some major repairs are needed on it.  The department would be looking at getting a new pumper in the next 1-4 years, depending on the FEMA grant.  It would be better to upgrade the grass rig truck at this time rather than possibly purchasing a new truck at the same time as the pumper.  Councilor Treanor asked where the money would come from.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would come out of the fire dept capital outlay.  The townships have requested the city pay for the whole cost of the truck and then they would reimburse the city for their portion.  Chief Langworthy noted that there would be other expenses associated with the truck such as a light bar and a flat bed.  The relief association is looking at purchasing these items with their fundraising money.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 35-5-07 purchasing grass rig for the fire department at a city cost of $8,550.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried. 
Coleen Lindeman-T&C update

Coleen Lindemann presented an update on the Town and Country Days events.  She explained some changes to the schedule.  There was a discussion about the teen dance.  Administrator Woodruff reported that she had all of the paperwork for the liquor license.  There was a discussion about the food stand.  Mrs. Lindemann thanked the council for their support.  

Shawn Andrews-EDA Director

Shawn Andrews was not present.  He is planning on attending the next meeting.

Bruce Sellers-Introduction of Partner

Bruce Sellers introduced Joe Bromeland as his new partner at his law firm.  He presented his background and law history.  With the addition of this partner, Mr. Sellers will be able to spend more time in Mapleton building his business here.  Mr. Sellers felt that with the addition of Mr. Bromeland and his experience, they are able to handle all of the city’s issues.  Mr. Sellers appreciated our continued business.  Councilor Donovan asked about conflict of interest situations.  The council thanked them for attending.  

Old Business

a. Restaurant idea update

Administrator Woodruff asked the council to review the business plan before the joint meeting of the Council, EDA and School Board on May 8th.  The meeting will be at 6:30 at the fire station.   The mayor suggested having another meeting for an open forum with the general public.  

b. Township agreement

Administrator Woodruff received a copy of the agreement from Mapleton Township.  The township feels that the road reconstruction is not their responsibility per the agreement.  Tom Walters was asked to record the amount of gravel placed on the roads.  Councilor Treanor mentioned that some day the township portion may need maintenance and the issue would be reversed.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew feels that Paul Seller’s proposal is more than what may be needed for that road.  Administrator Woodruff will meet with Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew to review the bid and have him attend a council meeting to discuss it.  Councilor Donovan suggested a re-negotiation of the contract or annexing in Borchart road.  Councilor Treanor suggested a more concrete agreement with a re-negotiation date of the contract.  

c. Curling Club parking lot

Administrator Woodruff reported on a meeting with Contractor’s Edge where the Curling Club parking lot was discussed.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew had suggested the city just take care of the parking lot.  It was the consensus of the council that this repair would be removed from the contractor’s retainage.  It was Councilor Donovan’s understanding that the contractors said a month ago that they would take care of the curling club parking lot.  He asked what has changed in the last month.  Councilor Donovan observed that Contractor’s Edge has started working on some of the remaining items.  Administrator Woodruff may ask Councilor Etherington if he can attend the meetings since the other councilors are not available during the day.  There was discussion about the sod.  Councilor Schultz asked if Contractor’s Edge could be fired and hire someone else to finish the work.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the engineers.  

New Business

A.  Resolution 35-5-07 Approving Grass Rig 

Approved during presentations.

B. Resolution 36-5-07 Summer Hours for Public Works Dept  

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Mayor Swanson stated this was discussed at the Public Works quarterly meeting.  Councilor Donovan asked if someone would still be on call Friday afternoon.  Councilor Donovan asked when these hours would end.  Administrator Woodruff explained it would be when the last September pay period ends.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 36-5-07 approving public works department summer hours.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution 37-5-07 approving change to sander 

Administrator Woodruff explained that the sander is orange and the box is red.  She presented the two options.  Councilors Treanor, Donovan and Schultz expressed opposition to both options.  It was the consensus of the council to deny this request.  The council felt that it was not necessary to paint the sander since it isn’t on the truck very much and the salt would eat the paint.

D. Resolution 38-5-07 Resurfacing Walking Trail

Administrator Woodruff mentioned Water Operator Johnson’s suggestion to try the seal coating rather than overlay.  Councilor Treanor felt that an overlay is not needed.  Administrator Woodruff explained the seal coat process.  Mayor Swanson inquired about the age of the trail.  Administrator Woodruff thought that it was installed in 1997 or 1998 and overlaid in 2001.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 38-5-07 approving resurfacing of the park walking trail by Bargen at a cost of $4995.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

E. Resolution 39-05-07 Public Works Department part time summer help

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  The council discussed paying a wage higher than the minimum wage.  Administrator Woodruff talked about the lack of applications for the clerical position.  Councilor Donovan asked if the city could hire an office clerical person for less than a lawn mower person.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 39-5-07 approving hiring part time summer help for the public works department at a wage of $8.50 per hour up to 25 hours per week and raise the clerical position wage to $8.50 per hour.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

F.   Library Repairs

Administrator Woodruff requested replacement of the library’s outside railing.  The railing is in poor shape and needs to be replaced as soon as possible.  There has been a request to put railings on the outside edge of the steps rather than one in the middle.  She plans on fixing this because it is a safety issue.  Administrator Woodruff will get quotes in August to replace the fifteen-year-old carpeting.  After meeting with the study club and facility board, she will request more maintenance repairs.  The Blue Earth County Library may donate some new furniture to the library.  Mayor Swanson noted that the VFW recently donated a flag to the library.  

G. Resolution 40-5-07 SCDP expanded target area

Councilor Schultz explained the interest of businesses outside the original slum and blight area.  By expanding the target area, those interested businesses would be able to apply for the grant money.  Councilor Schultz explained the DEED requirements for expanding the area.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 40-5-07 identifying “Slum and Blight” conditions in an expanded area of the City of Mapleton.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Abstain:  Schultz.  Motion carried.    
H. WFS building permit

Administrator Woodruff explained the WFS deadline and the building permit for an additional 30,000 L.P. tank.  Councilor Treanor stated that it meets all of the setbacks and recommended approving it.  Councilor Donovan asked if the fence is kept locked all of the time.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to approve the WFS building permit as stated.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

I. Resolution 41-5-07 Chloride gravel streets

Administrator Woodruff explained that Ferrellgas has changed their system and would only do one application per year.  Two other quotes have been obtained from companies that would do two applications.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 41-5-07 approving the quote of Crystal Valley Coop at a price of $0.85 per foot to chloride the gravel streets.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

J. Banner update

Administrator Woodruff explained that the city only has 9 new banners.  The Chamber will purchase the banners and requested the city change them seasonally.  Councilor Donovan suggested hiring someone to change the banners rather than having the public works personal do it.  

Miscellaneous

· Heritage Park Trail.  Mayor Swanson informed the council that the lights are up and working.  There will be a dedication ceremony thanking the Kunkels for their installation donation in honor of their parents.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there were several Kunkels working on this the past two weekends.  Council members commented that the lights look nice.  Councilor Donovan suggested that in the future banners might be placed around the walking path.  
· Councilor Donovan asked if the light switch was fixed in the Liquor Store handicapped bathroom.  
· Mayor Swanson mentioned having a celebration at the completion of the street project.
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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