CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 2, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Councilor Schultz left at 7:30.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger; Monte Eastvold – Northland Securities; Matt Hawker  

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan asked if all parties would sign the St. Andrews Court agreement.  Administrator Woodruff didn’t think that they would sign it because they feel it is the city’s road.  She will try to have an update at the next meeting.  

Councilor Donovan requested further discussion of the MPCA Evaluation Inspection.  It was added as New Business item C.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 5/19/09

B. Bills totaling  $56,377.08

C. Agreement sent regarding St. Andrews Court

D. Letter regarding HRA special assessments   

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park

Adopt Agenda

Snow Removal was removed from New Business item C.

Fire Truck update was added as Old Business item A.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

7:00 Monte Eastvold – Northland Securities – Bond Sale

Resolution 26-06-09 Approving Issuance & Sale of G.O. Bond, S & P rating report 

Monte Eastvold reported that the city has an AA- rating, which is very good for a city our size.  The strong cash reserves and proximity to Mankato helped our rating.  The city is saving $40,000 to $45,000 on interest expenses because of the good rating.  Mr. Eastvold reviewed with the council the bond documents.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 26-06-09 providing for the issuance and sale of $1,035,000 General Obligation Improvement Bonds, Series 2009A, pledging for the security thereof special assessments and levying a tax for the payment thereof.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Councilor Schultz and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the contract with Northland Securities to sell the bond.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

7:30 Matt Hawker – pot bellied pig
Matt Hawker requested the council change the city ordinance to allow pot-bellied pigs as pets.  He explained why they make good pets.  He would put up a fence so that it could graze when it wasn’t in the house.   Mayor Swanson noted the other types of animals that have been denied.  Councilor Etherington felt that if Mr. Hawker gets a pot-bellied pig then others would want other wild or farm animals as pets.  It was the general consensus of the council to not allow pot-bellied pigs at this time.  Administrator Woodruff noted there are at least three people who would want chickens if the council amends the ordinance.  Kelly Spillman noted that her cousin has a pot-bellied pig and it is similar to a dog as a pet.  Mr. Swanson stated that there is an ordinance in place and feels that should stay that way.  Mayor Swanson stated that the pot bellied pig request would be denied unless the council would change the ordinance at a future date.  Councilor Christian felt that the worst part is that several people have already been turned down and that the city would be asking for a lot of trouble.  It was the consensus of the council to review the ordinance at some point in the future.  Mayor Swanson asked Administrator Woodruff to look into what other cities allow.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Hawker for attending.  

Old Business

A. Fire Truck Update

Administrator Woodruff reported that representatives of the fire department went to see the truck last weekend and purchased the truck.  After the truck is fixed per the agreement, the truck will be delivered.  Councilor Etherington asked if the township pays a portion of this.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they pay for half of the truck.  

New Business

A. Resolution 27-06-09 Approving Crack Sealing 

Administrator Woodruff reported that another city close by just hired Hardline.  Councilor Christian stated that they are good.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Schleffler called in with a price of $1.03 per pound.  Councilor Christian asked if they were just going to do the $5,000 dollars worth.  Administrator Woodruff noted that this was discussed at a budget workshop and it was decided that this should stay in the budget because it is street maintenance.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 27-06-09 approving crack sealing to be done by Hardline Asphalt at a price of $0.96 per pound.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz. Motion carried.

B. Resolution 28-06-09 Draw request #1 Mathiowietz
Administrator Woodruff asked Keith Olsen from Mathiowietz if the city could pay $200,000 next week and the rest when the bond money is received.  The engineers had estimated that the pay request would be about $200,000.  The pay request came in at $472,587.82.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 28-06-09 approving draw request number one from Mathiowetz Construction Company in the amount of $4472,587.82 with a partial payment of $200,000 and the rest when the bond money is received.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.

C. MPCA Evaluation Inspection

Councilor Donovan noted that the violations and recommendations were minor.  Administrator Woodruff commented on some of the ways the violations would be corrected.  There was some question about the failing to actively enforce the sewer ordinance.  Mayor Swanson suggested that Administrator Woodruff and Sewer Operator Bartholomew sit down and put a letter together asking for reasonable treatment and guidance on appropriate riprap.  Administrator Woodruff did not know if MPCA is aware that the city is making people replace the sewer line to their house if it is found to be leaking.  Councilor Christian agreed with writing a letter.    

D. Peddlers license

The Council reviewed the applications.  Councilor Christian and Councilor Etherington both felt that it could hurt local business.  Mayor Swanson asked the qualifications to deny.  Administrator Woodruff said that there needs to be a legitimate reason to deny and the applicants passed the background check.  Councilor Donovan felt that the length of the license should be shortened.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the peddler’s licenses of Ronald Schulz and Sean Fenske for siding, gutters and shingles with a shorter length of license.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E. Conciliation Court

Harold Jacobs claims that he never had a sewer line and is taking the city to Conciliation Court for repayment of the sewer charges on his utility bills.  Administrator Woodruff explained the situation with Harold Jacob’s sewer line.  His septic tank was connected to the city sewer system with a PVC pipe in the late 1980’s.  Administrator Woodruff reported that she has meeting with Mr. Jacob tomorrow and will probably have to go to court on Friday.  It was the general consensus of the council to deny payment to Mr. Jacobs and have Administrator Woodruff go to court to state the city’s position.  

F. Yard of the month – June

Joe and Sheila Samuelson were chosen as the June Yard of the Month winners.  

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Donovan asked about the feasibility study to add a third sewer pump due to the I/I issues.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the city never received a final report from the study.  She recommended waiting until after the Highway 30 project to see if the I/I problem has been reduced.  

· Councilor Christian requested setting up a meeting with Julie Conrad to see if our pond could be integrated into the ditch 57 project.  Councilor Donovan asked what the other contributors are doing to slow their water down because the city is putting in ponds to slow the water down.  Councilor Christian heard that there could be funding to help with a pond.  Councilor Donovan argued that the city is putting less into the ditch due to the ponds so he didn’t feel that we should have to pay more because we have already paid for our ponds.  There was a discussion about ponds.  Administrator Woodruff will ask her to come to a council meeting.

· Councilor Donovan asked if there would be a workshop on the budget.  

· Administrator Woodruff reported that there have been approximately 20 stops and 8 tickets written for Bochart Street stop sign violations.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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