CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, December 2, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Absent:  Treanor        

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, 
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Larry Caron, Hugo John, Laura Templin-Ecumen, Kevin Maslakow, John Hollerich,  
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 11/18/14
B. Bills totaling  $489,089.70
C. Update on alarm system
D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Closed meeting summary was added as New Business item D.
Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.  

Public Hearing – Issuance of housing and health care revenue refunding bonds
Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:03.  Laura Templin from Ecumen was present to answer any questions about what services Ecumen can provide to the community.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they are refunding their bonds and the city is not liable for the bonds.  The city needed to hold a public hearing for them.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:06 p.m.
Public Hearing – Truth in Taxation

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:08 p.m.   Mayor Swanson read the public hearing notice.  Larry Caron was here previously about the city taxes on his agricultural land.  He felt that he is not receiving services for the amount of taxes that he pays.  Mr. Carron was under the impression that something was going to be done about the tax rate.  Mayor Swanson explained that a program for agricultural land not receiving any city services or adjacent to a city street was discussed.  Mr. Caron argued that farmland does not receive any water and sewer benefits.  His township land is not taxed as much as the land inside city limits.  Administrator Woodruff asked if his land value went up.  Mayor Swanson explained the checklist for qualification to be excluded from city taxes.  Councilor Schultz stated that it was specific state law on this issue.  There was a public hearing that no citizens attended.  Councilor Schultz explained that the city does not have the ability to adjust the property values.  He also explained that the proposed tax levy is for a 1.5% increase.  Mr. Caron also complained about the low price that the city is selling lots for in the southwest corner of town.  Hugo John asked if there are any alternatives or is if the tax rate is mandated by the state.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the county did not want the city to do anything different for the agricultural land.  Mr. John said that his valuation went up considerably.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city has no control over the valuation.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city has worked on a 5-year plan and the taxes should only go up 1.5% per year.  The tax levy has gone down from what was levied previous years.  Mr. John asked if the land classification has something to do with the taxes.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the state sets the classification.  The city changed nothing with agricultural land.  The valuation meeting at the county is in the spring.  John Hollerich asked if the city has the power to not tax ag land.  Councilor Schultz explained the process the council was considering and only one property met the criteria.  John Hollerich summarized that the city doesn’t have the power to change the tax rate for a parcel of property; landowners are at the mercy of the county or state.  Mayor Swanson explained that there had been a discussion about the issue at the previous public hearing.  Administrator Woodruff explained that nothing can be done this year.  The deadline was in August if the council wanted to adopt the ordinance for agricultural property.  Mr. John would like a council meeting agenda emailed to him.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she had posted the agenda on the website until recently.  Councilor Schultz suggested that they talk to state representive Tony Cornish as the tax rate is something that needs to be changed at the state level.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:44 p.m.  
Unfinished Business:  

1. GASB 67
Administrator Woodruff talked with Monte Eastvold from Northland Securities.  He does not feel our bond rating will be affected if we do not do an actuary for the Fire Relief Association.  There are no projects planned for at least two years.  By then we will know how this affects small cities and decide at that time if an actuary is needed.    

New Business

A. Resolution 62-12-14 Adopt 2015 tax levy and budget 
Councilor Schultz asked if all items on the plan are in the budget.  Administrator Woodruff replied that they are.  Councilor Schultz asked about Lexipol.  Police Chief Honsey stated that they met with Lexipol and since all of Blue Earth County joined; the price was reduced by $500.  Councilor Schultz noted that the donation to Town and Country Days came from the liquor store fund and it isn’t in the budget.  He suggested that the city donate $5,000 and also pay for the fire works out of liquor store funds.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the liquor Store is doing well and that could be done.  The city should advertise what the liquor store profits are being used for.  Councilor Schultz felt that the council should strongly look at a public works supervisor position.  He also felt that the city is understaffed compared to other towns our size.  Mayor Swanson mentioned the plan for the liquor store to pay for a slide and fence in the library park.  Councilor Schultz is proud of the long range plan because the city is able to do projects in a conservative fashion.  Administrator Woodruff explained there is a street project plan so the debt levy isn’t spiking.  Schultz felt that the maintenance plan has struggled and a public works supervisor would help with that.  Councilor Schultz encouraged publicizing upcoming street project well in advance.   Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 62-12-14 adopting 2015 tax levy and budget.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.    
B. Resolution 63-12-14 Issuance of revenue refunding bonds 
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington   seconded to adopt Resolution 63-12-14 giving host approval to the issuance of housing and health care revenue refunding bonds.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:   Etherington, Schultz, Christian, and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

C. Updated Snow Plow Policy
Administrator Woodruff stated that were some struggles last year with snow removal between the city and Paul Sellers.  Some of the issues were worked through.  There may still be a few concerns, but staff is working through them.  The policy clarifies areas where snow will be hauled away.  Administrator Woodruff added sidewalks adjacent to Proehl Park and the museum to the list of sidewalks that the city clears the snow off of.  In the past, the city had agreed to clear the sidewalk by the museum.  Police Chief Honsey stated that two cars were towed after the first snowstorm.  Police Chief Honsey did not hear from the public works department as to when they would be plowing after the second snow storm.  Thus no cars were towed.  The EDA supported the idea of the city hiring a person to clean all of the sidewalks on Main Street.  This would eliminate some of the snow removal issues.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to approve the new snow plowing policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
D. Closed meeting summary
Mayor Swanson read the summary that is in the packet.  
Councilor Schultz thanked everyone for the last 8 years on the council and appreciated working with them all.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:03 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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