CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Members present:  Treanor, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson, Liquor Store Manager Johnson, Maureen Springer, Christa Springer, Jake Weise

Others present:  Janelle Mathews-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, John Shane – Bolton & Menk, Kyle Sieh, Clara Hanson, Todd Hanson, Bob Johnson, Andrea Johnson, Joel Moore, Eric Garbes, Kevin Etherington

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Etherington requested the letter from Klein lawyer be moved to New Business item F. 

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda with the change.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 9/17/13

B. Bills totaling $44,402.49

C. Quarterly meetings:  police, fire, liquor (2), public works

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

New Business item E was changed to calling public hearing on sale of hardware store.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda with the change and addition of the consent agenda item.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

Todd Hanson asked Mayor Swanson if he received Elsie’s letter.  Mayor Swanson replied that he had just received it and will get back to them at another time.  

Presentations:  Bolton and Menk – Mapping presentation
Engineer Sarff introduced the on-line mapping and GIS system.  The city does have an older system in place, but it is not very user friendly.  The mapping system will assist in infrastructure information management while providing efficiencies for city staff.  The new system is web based and password protected.  The GPS information that the SCC students collected can be imported into the new system.  John Shane gave a presentation of program highlights and capabilities that staff will likely use.  This is also useful for transferring knowledge among staff.    

Baseball Association

Eric Garbes explained that the baseball association is hoping to upgrade the filed to make it drain better.  This past year, there were issues with the drainage. He explained that there is not enough time to get it done this fall.  Right now they would just like to see the field put back in a playable shape for spring.  Water Operator Johnson explained that he would put the lime back on the field and roll it.  More lime may need to be added in the spring.  Eric Garbes and explained they would like a grass infield.  More talks will be held jointly between the school, city and baseball association to figure out the funding for this project.  The baseball association hopes to begin construction on this at the end of the season next year.  Water Operator Johnson noted that the baseball association has a great plan and felt it would be a great asset for the city.  Joel Moore noted that they have 165-170 kids in youth baseball and this draws a lot of people to town.  Mayor Swanson thanked the baseball association for all of the work that they do.  

Unfinished Business:

A. Dan Sarff update on 2014 project

Engineer Sarff updated the council on the proposed 2014 PFA project.  He once again reviewed the project with the council.  Councilor Schultz noted that with the frequency of rains and the bypassing that is done because of the rains, MPCA may force the city to do these upgrades.  He felt it would be better for the city to do this project on our timeline and with PFA funds, rather than when forced to do it.  Councilor Schultz also pointed out that this project is funded with user rates, not tax dollars.  Engineer Sarff went over updated proposed schedule.  With the council’s approval, he will have plans and specs ready for approval at the next council meeting.  The contract would be awarded in November with construction starting in December or in the spring, depending on the weather.  Engineer Sarff hoped that the flexibility in the schedule would help to get some good bids.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city made a commitment to the residents in 2010 to improve the sewer system.    

B. Meeting with baseball association regarding field 

This was discussed earlier under presentations.  

New Business

A. Resolution 49-10-13 Certify delinquent utility and other accounts

Councilor Etherington asked about one of the properties on the list.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 49-10-13 certifying delinquent utility accounts and other delinquent accounts for tax levy collectible in 2014.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.      

B. Resolution 50-10-13 Draw Request #6      

Engineer Sarff explained this draw request resolved some differences in quantities.  There are still some punch list items remaining.  Engineer Sarff explained even with the retainage, the project should come in approximately $100,000 under budget.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 50-10-13 approving Draw Request #6 from BCM Construction in the amount of $11,202.48.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Etherington, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.            

C. Workshop to discuss liquor store

Administrator Woodruff asked the council what they wanted to discuss at the workshop.  Mayor Swanson replied what the people asked about at the public hearing.  It was the consensus of the council to hold a workshop on Monday, October 07, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.

D. Resolution 51-10-13 Sidewalk Repair  

  Administrator Woodruff explained that she waited too long in the season to obtain more than one bid.  All of the other contractors are busy and don’t have time to get it done this fall.  The proposal is to finish up the 300 block of Fourth Ave SE because there have been complaints about that block for the past three years.  Also there is a spot in front of 703 Silver St E that settled from the 2009 street project.  Administrator Woodruff discussed this spot with the engineer and he recommended the city repair it.  The one bid that was obtained is a good bid in comparison to last year.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 51-10-13 approving Sellers Construction repair the sidewalks.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

E. Sale of Hardware Store – calling public hearing 

The interested party’s attorney is worried and would like the city to hold a public hearing about the sale of the hardware store.  There is a state statute that says a public hearing is needed for the EDA to sell property.  There is not one if the city sells property.  Even though the city council has authority over the EDA, their attorney is still insisting on the public hearing.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the hearing could be held at the next council meeting if she publishes the notice in the Free Press.  The interested party wants to close on the hardware store as soon as possible.  It was the general consensus of the council to hold the public hearing at the next council meeting.  

F. Letter from J. Klein Attorney regarding sheep

Councilor Etherington asked if the city is making Jason Klein get rid of his sheep.  Administrator Woodruff replied yes and this may end up in court.  Mr. Klein called and stated that he also wants to get a couple of steer.  Administrator Woodruff will keep the council updated.  

Mayor Swanson reopened community comment.

· Kevin Etherington asked if there is any follow-up on building permits.  He suggested the planning and zoning board members take turns looking at projects to see if they are built according to the permit.  Administrator Woodruff replied that she follows up on the permits that neighbors question or report to her.  

· Todd Hanson asked if there is any way to get rid of some of the compost so that the pile is not as large.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the public works department about it.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:24 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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