CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, October 20, 2015
Members present:  Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Christian & Etherington absent.       

Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen
Others present:  Sara Hein -Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, John Graupman-Bolton & Menk, Bob Meyer-Blue Earth County Administrator, County Commissioner Kip Bruender, County Commissioner Vance Steuhrenberg, Jessica Beyer-Blue Earth County, Bob Johnson, Jason Klein, Christina Flaugher, and Matthew Flaugher
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Zoning Board minutes & permits 10/12/15 was moved from the Consent Agenda to Unfinished Business item 1.
Pet Ordinance was added as New Business Item B.
Councilor Treanor moved and Mayor Hollerich seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 10/6/15
B. Bills totaling $80,838.70
C. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.   
Presentation:

Bob Meyer, Blue Earth County Administrator- Transportation Sales Tax Option    
Blue Earth County Administrator Bob Meyer presented information about the county transportation needs and funding.  There is currently a deficit of $4,233,000 annually in County State Aid funding.  The options to fund this amount are to raise the tax levy, increase the wheelage tax, and/or enact a transportation sales tax.  The sales tax option shares the burden with residents, businesses, commuters and visitors.  It is a stable funding source.  There are identified road reconstruction projects that are needed for safety improvements.  If the county adopts the transportation sales tax by the end of the year, the earliest it would take effect is April 1, 2016.  Mayor Hollerich asked about current funding.  Country Administrator Meyer replied that the county state aid is tied to the gas tax and the formula has not been adjusted since 2008.  Without the transportation sales tax, the county would have to raise the levy to do reconstruction projects.  Mayor Hollerich asked about other counties.  Approximately 50% of other counties are underfunded and the legislature has not yet approved a change in the funding.  Councilor Treanor asked about feedback from other informational meetings.  County Administrator Meyer stated that generally people have been supportive, but would prefer if the legislature did something.  Jason Klein asked about rebuilding roads to handle the bigger equipment that travels on them.  Blue Earth County Administrator Meyer noted that the road standards are different now than they were in the past.  Blue Earth County officials thanked the council for their time.  
Unfinished Business 
1.  Jason Klein Building Permit & Zoning Board permits & minutes 10/12/15
A complaint was received on the shed being built at 405 Troendle St SW.  The building looks like it is being built on the city right-of-way or just on the property line.  Zoning regulations state that there shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than thirty feet.  Jason Klein stated that when he drew the permit application, he measured from the curb as a point of reference and he wanted the shed to line up with the house.  Mayor Hollerich expressed concern if that portion of Troendle St was widened to the normal street with of Troendle.  Councilor Treanor stated that when the house and barn were originally built, there were no set-backs.  However, going forward, new buildings should meet the setback requirements.  Jason Klein noted that the zoning board has made several exceptions to set backs.  He also did not agree that the house is on the property line.  Administrator Woodruff explained that according to pictures, the barn looked like it was on the property line or maybe a little over the property line.  Mayor Hollerich suggested that the permit go back to Planning and Zoning to get a variance on the set-backs.  Councilor Treanor noted that a 30-foot variance would not be approved.  There was a discussion about the fact that boulevards and street right-of way are not actually the resident’s property.  Mayor Hollerich felt there should be more clarification on where the property line is located.  Jason Klein stated that he didn’t want to be treated unfairly since the zoning board has granted variances.  Engineer Sarff recommended a survey to find the property lines.  It was the consensus of the council that the property lines should be located.  Administrator Woodruff will see if Wastewater Operator Bartholomew can find the property pins.  However, if he could not, the council wanted Survey Services to find the property line.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to approve the zoning board minutes from October 12, 2015.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
2.  Resolution 46-10-15 Filter Plant Rehabilitation 
Mayor Hollerich noted that this resolution was tabled so the council could review the project plans.  The media is approximately 30 years old and is past the recommended replacement date.  He asked for council opinions about the various options.  Councilor Treanor felt that everything should be replaced now and that is just the cost of doing business.  He also felt that the filter plant should be fixed right now and then it will have a long life again.  Councilor Maslakow felt that the valves should be replaced since it isn’t good to use cheater pipes on the valves.  John Graupman from Bolton & Menk explained that the project could be bid with a base bid and alternate bids and then pick the alternate projects after the bids come in.  He also noted that the project does not have to be completed in the next year, but recommends media replacement in the next few years.  As the media declines, staff needs to backwash more frequently.  Mayor Hollerich indicated that the water fund had been budgeting for this project.  Engineer Sarff noted that he will mention this project to city auditor Tom Olinger so that the five-year plan can be updated.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 10-46-15 approving rehabilitation of filter plant.  Roll Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A.  Painting of curb yellow
Cindy Wishart requested the curb between the two driveways to Dietz Foods on Main Street be painted yellow.  People park there and it is hard to see when one pulls out of her store parking lot.  Mayor Hollerich noted that parking there creates a distracted view.  Painting the curb yellow would take one parking space away.  Councilor Treanor stated that no one parked there in the past.  Administrator Woodruff explained that people also park on the bump out in front of Northwest Gas.  Both Wastewater Operator Bartholomew and Deputy Clerk Olsen have seen people park there every morning.  That location is more of an issue since it is so close to the corner.  It was the consensus of the council to paint the curb at both locations yellow.  
B. Pet Ordinance
Administrator Woodruff explained that the police have to add a dangerous dog clause to the animal ordinance.  She recommended the removal of the cat license since there are under twenty cat’s licenses in town.  It seems unfair to the twenty that are licensed.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council to consider a lifetime license of dogs since the dog licensing takes an incredible amount of staff time.  She also suggested a fee if the owners don’t turn in updated rabies vaccinations.   

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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